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“The worst sin against our fellow human beings is not to hate them 
but to be indifferent toward them; that is the essence of man’s 
inhumanity to man.” 
 
      George Bernard Shaw 
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ABSTRACT 
 
This is as much an experiment in investigative reporting as it is a 
thesis. It explores the possibility of carrying out “research 
journalism” on a specific issue in a New Zealand academic 
environment, after a failure many years before to complete the 
mission within newsrooms.   
 
The thesis debates theoretical and practical “restraints” to 
reporting this conflict and New Zealand’s role in it. Such restraints 
might include the degree of conservatism and intractability in 
Western traditions and practices of both the mainstream media, 
and of the other potential “commentating power”, universities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 
 
GLOSSARY   
ABC – Australian Broadcasting Corporation 
ACIJ  - Australian Centre for Independent Journalism 
ADD - Activity Design Document. The NZ Police’s planning paper 
on community policing 
ANZDEC - Auckland-based company formerly called Asian New 
Zealand Development Consultants 
AUT  - Auckland University of Technology 
CSIRO - Australia’s Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial 
Research Organisation  
EICPP  - Eastern Indonesia Community Policing Programme  
ICED – New York-based International Council for Educational 
Development  
KNPB - Komite Nasional Papua Barat (National Committee for West 
Papua), a leading separatist group 
Kopassus – Komando Pasukan Khusus (Indonesian Special Forces 
Command) 
MFAT - New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
MP – Member of Parliament 
NZDF – New Zealand Defence Force 
OIA - New Zealand Official Information Act 
OPM - Organisasi Papua Merdeka – the West Papua Freedom 
Movement 
PNG – Papua New Guinea 
TNI – Tentara Nasional Indonesia; Indonesian National Armed 
Forces 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
A 50-year-long dispute between the Indonesian Government and 
indigenous West Papuan separatists is arguably among the world’s 
most under-reported conflicts. It started before the territory 
formerly known as Netherlands or Dutch New Guinea was 
annexed by Indonesia in May 1963 and escalated when a pro-
independence movement, Organisasi Papua Merdeka, usually 
referred to as “the OPM” was set up in response by Papuans in 
1965.  
 
While the intensity of the strife between the Indonesian 
Government and pro-independence activists has appeared to 
fluctuate between non-violent protest and full-scale battles, one 
constant over the decades has been a lack of publicised 
coverage by independent observers. Most reports sent to the 
mainstream media have been second or third hand, exclude 
specifics and on-the-ground coverage and have come from 
foreign non-government organisations (NGOs) which support 
aspirations for independence. 
  
 1. “Intense secrecy” 
 
In 1991, Cultural Survival (a group based in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts) published a paper by Susan Sands headed West 
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Papua: Forgotten War, Unwanted People1. It started by saying:  
“Nowhere in the modern world has an armed liberation struggle 
persisted for so long - nearly 30 years - and with such secrecy, as 
the West Papuan war of resistance against the military 
government of Indonesia”. Sands went on to say, “The intense 
secrecy, the closed access to the two colonial territories East Timor 
and Irian Jaya [West Papua], and the complicity of world powers 
in Indonesia's state-endorsed terrorism have succeeded in 
ensuring that the outside world remains ignorant of the Indonesian 
policy of genocide. Every Australian newspaper has been banned 
in Indonesia at one time or another...” 
 
In 2005 the Australian Green Left Weekly’s Paul Brownrigg wrote, 
“Australia — and the world for that matter — rarely hears anything 
from this mysterious area that currently forms a part of Indonesia”2.  
A seminar organised by New Zealand’s Indonesia Human Rights 
Committee at Auckland’s AUT University in 2006 was headed 
“West Papua – the hidden Pacific conflict”. The keynote speaker, 
Socratez Sofyan Yoman, leader of the Baptist Churches of West 
Papua, cited intimidation by the Indonesian Government as the 
reason for a lack of free speech. "Myself, I am not afraid because I 
am talking about the truth and justice and peace; and I'm talking 
                                                
1 Sands, Susan, West Papua: Forgotten War, Unwanted People, Cambridge, 
MA, Cultural Survival, 1991. Available at 
http://www.culturalsurvival.org/ourpublications/csq/article/west-papua-
forgotten-war-unwanted-people 
2  Brownrigg, Paul, West Papua’s long struggle for justice, Green Left 
Weekly, February 23, 2005; a review of  King, Peter, West Papua and 
Indonesia since Suharto — Independence, Autonomy or Chaos? University 
of NSW Press, Sydney, 2004. 
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about human dignity and human rights. But I'm still afraid for my 
two sons."3  
 
Other indigenous leaders and their NGO backers have made 
similar alarming statements. Nicolaas Jouwe, chairman of the 
Freedom Committee of West Papua told the United Nations in 
1968 that 30,000 Indonesian troops and thousands of Indonesian 
civil servants had moved into the territory and were suppressing 
the local population4 . A Yale Law School paper prepared in 2004 
for the Indonesia Human Rights Network said, “Indonesian police 
and military officials have killed numerous West Papuans as a result 
of unlawful acts and omissions, including the 1970 massacre of 
more than 85 West Papuans in western Biak, the killing by aerial 
bombardment of several thousand villagers in Jayawijaya in 1977, 
and the use of napalm and chemical weapons against villagers 
during Operation Clean Sweep in 1981.”5  
 
In 2005 a report, by John Wing, co-ordinator of the Centre for 
Peace and Conflict Studies at Sydney University, cited local 
eyewitnesses and claimed “secret genocide” was continuing in 
West Papua, and said more than 100,000 Papuans had died since 
                                                
3 Indonesia Human Rights Committee, West Papuan human rights advocate 
tours NZ, Scoop, August 13, 2006, 
http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/AK0608/S00132.htm 
4 New York Times, October 20, 1968: Papuans at U.N. score Indonesia  
5 Brundidge, Elizabeth, Winter King, Priyneha Vahali, Stephen Vladeck, 
and Xiang Yuan, Indonesian Human Rights Abuses in West Papua: 
Application of the Law of Genocide to the History of Indonesian Control, 
Yale Law School, New Haven, 2003.  
http://www.law.yale.edu/documents/pdf/Intellectual_Life/West_Papua_final
_report.pdf  
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Indonesia took control of the territory6. More recently, in May 2010, 
the Australia West Papua Association reported the Indonesian 
military was starting a new “sweep operation” over the next few 
months, which had already led to clashes with the OPM. 
Association spokesman Joe Collins said the military was “going 
from village to village, imposing curfews, asking for IDs and 
threatening communities, often beating them”7.  
 
The British-based group Tapol, which campaigns for human rights 
improvements in Indonesia, published a 122-page book, West 
Papua: The Obliteration of a People in 1983. It included a 
translation of a document allegedly obtained from an Indonesian 
command post and if authentic is one of the most detailed 
accounts of clashes between the military and local people. This 
report listed 47 violent incidents in the district of Jayawijaya 
between April 1977 and April 1978. Referring to the OPM as the 
GPL (Gerakan Pengacau Liar or “Wild Terrorist Gangs”), as is 
common in Indonesian official reports, the alleged military record 
included such detail as: 
 
“8-5-77 at 09.40. Our troops (joint army and police) on 
operations from Kelila to Bokondini were attacked by the 
GPL together with an estimated 3000 people. At that 
                                                
6 Wing, John with King, Peter, Genocide in West Papua? Report for the 
West Papua Project at the Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies, University 
of Sydney, and ELSHAM Jayapura, Papua. August 2005. Summary at: 
http://wpik.org/Src/WestPapuaGenocideRpt.05.pdf  
7 Radio NZ International, May 19, 2010. 
http://www.rnzi.com/pages/news.php?op=read&id=53649 
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time our troops were supported by strafing by helis. A 
one-hour battle ensued. The enemy suffered a lot of 
casualties…” 
 
Another example was: 
 
“20-5-77 at 11.00. Our troops on operations to Logo 
Kampung, in the subdistrict of Piramid, made fire contact 
with the enemy at 15.00 with the following results: One 
Mauser, ten GPL/people killed, 25 wounded. Our losses: 
Engineers First Lieut. Kiplan slightly wounded from a 
Longser shot, fired by himself; explosion at the end of his 
rifle. Five of our people were wounded by spears, arrows 
and axes.”8 
 
If these military records are genuine, they have more significance 
than if they were obtained from other conflicts covered by war 
correspondents, because first-hand information about West Papua 
is rare. Occasionally, difficulties in reporting West Papua are 
discussed briefly in “one off” media specials similarly focussing on 
the territory’s “quirky” aspects, for example in 2006 by the British 
television programme Unreported World produced by Quicksilver 
Media Productions and broadcast by Britain’s Channel 4. 9 
Reporters travelled to so-called “dangerous locations all over the 
                                                
8 Tapol (authors’ names are not listed) West Papua: The Obliteration of a 
People, Calverts Press, London, 1983.  
9 http://www.channel4.com/programmes/unreported-world/ 
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world” in an attempt to uncover stories usually ignored by the 
mainstream media. The last episode in the series of nineteen was 
broadcast in Britain on July 2, 2010.  
 
The Auckland-based Indonesia Human Rights Committee’s 
principal spokesperson Maire Leadbeater wrote a paper in the 
Pacific Journalism Review in 2008 headed “Media blind spot over 
West Papua” 10  in which she said that “rarely do international 
journalists get official approval to visit West Papua”. Access was 
refused to journalists “dealing with political or environmental 
issues”, Leadbeater said, but allowed for those such as Trish Sentori 
of the Jakarta Post who was hosted by the giant gold and copper 
mine Freeport McMoran to write “human interest” articles. One 
such article, on November 25, 2007, was about a small Papuan 
woman driving a large earth-moving truck. 
 
2. Complicity 
 
Leadbeater went further, by seeking to prove Australian and New 
Zealand compliance in Indonesian efforts to keep clashes quiet. 
She quoted New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
(MFAT) cables obtained under the Official Information Act which 
allegedly described a New Zealand policy of avoiding any public 
condemnation of Indonesian aggression.  She claimed that 
compliance on secrecy by New Zealand came at the same time 
                                                
10 Leadbeater, Maire, Media blind spot over West Papua, Pacific Journalism 
Review 14 (1) 2008. 
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as good local knowledge by its diplomats. New Zealand officials 
had relatively easy access to West Papua due to New Zealand’s 
ongoing statements of support for Indonesia’s “territorial integrity” 
and by organising aid projects in West Papua which were 
acceptable to Indonesia.  She cited a current New Zealand 
training programme in “conflict resolution and community policing 
for the West Papuan police” and said this was occurring while New 
Zealand was saying “little on the issue of impunity despite the fact 
that many of those responsible for crimes against humanity in East 
Timor have been promoted to new posts in West Papua…” One 
cable about West Papua, dated 2000, from MFAT Wellington to its 
embassy in Jakarta said New Zealand wished to see a “stable, 
democratic, prosperous and united Indonesia”. It said Indonesia’s 
unity was dependent on how Jakarta sought to resolve separatist 
tensions, rather than “external statements about Indonesia’s 
territorial integrity.”  
 
 Over the past four decades, New Zealand has been involved in 
various other activities associated with the conflict, some of which 
have not been reported publicly. ANZDEC, a New Zealand-based 
project manager and development consulting firm, lists its recent 
joint operations with the governments of Indonesia, Australia and 
New Zealand on its (ANZDEC’s) website11.  It mentions activities 
such as the Irian Jaya [West Papua] Integrated Area Development 
Project funded by the Asian Development Bank in 1996 and 
                                                
11http://www.anzdec.co.nz 
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Management of Transmigration IV Project, 1990-91, but does not 
include projects prior to 1990. The Australia West Papua 
Association alleges more than 750,000 people, mainly from Java 
and Sulawesi, have been resettled in West Papua. Because 
indigenous Papuans were not consulted and were often moved to 
make way for transmigration projects, it was a principal cause for 
escalation of the conflict12.  
 
Illegal and/or unsustainable logging, sponsored by elements of the 
Indonesian military, is also regularly cited as a reason for strife. 
Omanie Sakapeso, who described himself as a spokesperson for 
indigenous landowners in Papua New Guinea and West Papua, 
toured New Zealand in 2004 as part of a Greenpeace-organised 
tour. He told of transnational corporations taking timber from his 
family and from other indigenous land-owners, with people on 
both sides of the West Papua/PNG border being forced to agree 
at gunpoint or under other duress and of physical abuse by militias 
employed by logging companies13. In the summer of 2007-2008 
Greenpeace and the Indonesia Human Rights Committee tracked 
down the sources of kwila furniture that was for sale in Auckland 
shops and claimed most of it originated from West Papua14. For the 
past two decades environmental groups, New Zealand forestry 
interests, the Green Party and the Ministry of Agriculture and 
                                                
12 http://userweb.cs.utexas.edu/users/cline/papua/transmigration.htm 
13 http://www.greens.org.nz/factsheets/greens-tropical-rainforest-campaign 
14 http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/PO0803/S00274/protest-at-the-sale-of-
furniture-made-from-kwila.htm 
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Forestry15 have tried to legislate against this trade but each draft 
bill has been thwarted by arguments about the difficulty of 
enforcement and free trade problems. For example, the Customs 
and Excise (Sustainable Forestry) Amendment Bill, was introduced 
to Parliament by Green MP Catherine Delahunty in November 
2009 but was not supported by the Government. 
 
However, on-going military and police ties between Indonesia and 
Australasia may have the greatest potential to be controversial; if 
up-to-date details were to be publicised. The Yale Law School 
paper on West Papua 16  contained a reference to two Royal 
Australian Air Force officers witnessing attacks on villages in the 
late 1970s. The two were reportedly part of a team on a mapping 
operation that formed part of Australia’s military aid program to 
Indonesia. The Australia West Papua Association claimed Australia 
had become the most important foreign provider of military 
training to Indonesia, displacing the United States, which pulled 
out of instruction after the 1991 Dili, East Timor massacre17.  The 
number of Indonesians training at Australian defence installations 
allegedly jumped from five in 1991 to 225 in 1995, increasing to 375 
by 1996. Kopassus, the Indonesian Special Forces Command, 
involved in the programme, was criticised for human rights abuses 
in West Papua and other parts of Indonesia.  
 
                                                
15 http://www.maf.govt.nz/forestry/illegal-logging/page-04.htm 
16http://www.law.yale.edu/documents/pdf/Intellectual_Life/West_Papua_fin
al_report.pdf 
17 http://userweb.cs.utexas.edu/users/cline/papua/rights.htm 
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New Zealand military ties, including the training of Indonesian 
officers at Waiouru and Burnham, were suspended in 1999 in 
response to widespread violence in East Timor but were resumed 
without media coverage in 2006 18 . As is described in the 
accompanying feature, indigenous Papuans have been most 
concerned in 2013 about Australian training in Java of the 
counter-terrorist force “D88”, said to be operating now in West 
Papua, and New Zealand police training within the province of 
Indonesian police.  
 
Suter 19  of Macquarie University’s Department of Politics and 
International Relations discusses a common Australian theme of 
recent years; how media coverage of West Papuan refugees 
could affect the Australia-Indonesia relationship. Suter argues, “No 
two neighbours in the world are more unalike than Australia and 
Indonesia. They are so close geographically – and yet so distant 
culturally and politically. Tensions over West Papua have only 
added to that gulf. The tensions are likely to continue.” 
 
Both Australia and New Zealand appear to be following the lead 
of larger Western governments in recognising Indonesia’s territorial 
claim to West Papua and distancing itself from indigenous Papuan 
leaders. British Ambassador to Indonesia Mark Canning was 
                                                
18 Peters, Winston, Foreign Affairs Minister: Address to the Centre for 
Strategic Studies conference The Asia Pacific: Future Strategic 
Perspectives, Victoria University December 13, 2006. 
19 Suter, Keith, West Papua: Indonesia’s 26th Province or Australia’s New 
Neighbour , in Rumley, Dennis; Forbes, Vivian Louis; and Griffin, 
Christopher, Australia’s Arc of Instability, Springer, The Netherlands, 2006. 
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quoted in the Jakarta Post on May 7, 2013 saying the United 
Kingdom did not support the activities of the OPM, which had 
recently opened an office in Oxford, England. 20  “We regard 
Papua as part of this country [Indonesia] and want it to enjoy the 
same peace and prosperity as other parts of this nation,” he said. 
 
In February 2013, New Zealand Foreign Affairs Minister Murray 
McCully took a similar stance in regard to West Papuan 
independence leader Benny Wenda when Wenda tried to meet 
him and other National Party members of Parliament. McCully said 
New Zealand had a “constructive relationship with Indonesia” and 
government MPs hosting a member of the independence 
movement was not a “good fit” with that relationship. 21  He 
advised two National MPs against hosting Wenda after they had 
wanted to co-sponsor the West Papuan in a proposed public 
forum at Parliament Buildings. 
 
New Zealand’s foreign policy on West Papua appears to mirror the 
position on East Timor some two decades ago. In an interview with 
NZ Herald reporter Audrey Young in 1994, the then New Zealand 
Ambassador to Jakarta, Neil Walter, said New Zealand’s official 
view since 1978, three years after Indonesia’s occupation of East 
                                                
20 Jakarta Post, Papua is ‘a Part of Indonesia’, May 7, 2013. 
21 NZ Herald, McCully snubs West Papuan, February 13, 2013. 
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Timor, was that “integration of East Timor as a province of 
Indonesia is irreversible”.22 
 
At the time, in 1994, New Zealand was funding small projects in 
East Timor to the tune of $100,000 a year in education, agriculture 
and community development, he said. Walter was ambassador 
during shootings by Indonesian soldiers of protestors in Dili in 1991 
when 20-year-old New Zealander, Kamal Bamadhaj, was among 
the 50 people officially listed dead.  
 
While there had been instances of abuse, “I think we should show 
some understanding of the difficulties that country has faced,” he 
said. Over his four-year posting, he had observed an improvement 
in Indonesia, with fewer controls on the press. The matter of East 
Timor was “a very complex problem”, Walter said in 1994. 
  
In April 2012, on an official visit to Jakarta and after meeting 
Indonesian Trade Minister Gita Wirjawan, at which West Papua 
was discussed, New Zealand Prime Minister John Key said, “One of 
the things he relayed to me is it’s a very complex issue”.23 And 
when referring to President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono’s role in 
West Papua, Key said the president was well-known for supporting 
human rights. “In fairness, he is doing the best he can”. 
 
                                                
22 Young, Audrey, Near neighbour we need to get to know better, NZ 
Herald, May 5, 1994, p9. 
23 Levy, Danya, Fairfax NZ News, West Papua concerns will be raised – 
John Key, www.stuff.co.nz; May 16, 2012.  
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Such an attitude is not that of the National Party-led governments 
alone. In 2005, then Minister of Disarmament and Arms Control and 
Associate Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade Marian Hobbs had 
a paper published in the University of Canterbury book Securing a 
Peaceful Pacific.24 The Labour Party minister headed it Securing 
Peace: New Zealand’s Role and started off saying, “The theme of 
preventing and resolving conflict in the Pacific is a central concern 
for New Zealand and me personally”. The book editors included 
West Papua within the book’s framework, with one of its 15 
sections headed West Papua, comprising three papers about the 
conflict. However, Hobbs’ paper was written as if Papuans did not 
exist. “It must be acknowledged that Pacific conflicts have 
emerged,” she said. “These include the civil war in Bougainville, 
the collapse of the effective governance in Solomon Islands and 
coups in Fiji. There has been unrest in Vanuatu and, in the past, 
violent dissent in New Caledonia.”  
 
Not once in her paper did she mention the Papuan nor the East 
Timorese conflicts; longer running and more devastating than any 
of the ones cited. Hobbs said that when discussing conflict in the 
Pacific “we need to keep things in perspective. We do not, for 
example, face the imminent risk of any Pacific country being 
invaded by a neighbour or a distant power”.  ”Being invaded by a 
                                                
24 Hobbs, Marian, Securing Peace: New Zealand’s Role, in Henderson, John 
and Watson, Greg (Editors), Securing a Peaceful Pacific, Canterbury 
University Press, 2005. 
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neighbour” is exactly what OPM leaders and their NGO backers 
argue has been happening in West Papua.  
 
This ongoing government stance takes place alongside official 
efforts to boost trade with Indonesia, although links between the 
two policies are difficult to substantiate.  According to New 
Zealand’s official economic development agency Trade and 
Enterprise, Indonesia is New Zealand’s largest market in Southeast 
Asia and ranks seventh on the list of this country’s trading partners 
globally, with the potential to become “among the world’s top 
economies by 2050” 25.  
 
 3. The media’s role 
 
Official efforts to keep West Papua under the New Zealand 
public’s radar would not succeed, of course, with a stronger 
mainstream media, both in New Zealand and overseas, 
committed to such serious issues. This thesis suggests also that 
universities share culpability as the “outside world remains 
ignorant”. Academic papers and seminars about West Papua, like 
those mentioned earlier in the Introduction, appear confined to 
the backroom, as is the case in the mainstream media, with few 
scholarly analyses and just an occasional website article on the 
internet media outlet Scoop or late-night slot on Radio New 
                                                
25 From the Trade and Enterprise website, http://www.nzte.govt.nz/features-
commentary/Features/Going-global/Pages/Taking-another-look-at-
Indonesia.aspx?pageId=0  
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Zealand International. Research for this study has failed to find 
evidence that the conflict is promoted on mainstream media 
websites, front pages, editorialising or when the power-brokers of 
either discipline interact with industry and the State. 
 
Why is this the case? What barriers exist that shut out a relatively 
near neighbour from the sight of most New Zealanders and are 
there ways to overcome these?  
 
The research will examine possible ways the conflict could be 
better covered, such as by new types of media outlets and 
research synergies. One focus will be the new phenomenon of 
“research journalism” ie discussing whether or not a combination 
of traditional journalism and academic research could partially 
“loosen the restraints” on reporting the conflict.  
 
THEORETICAL ISSUES AND LITERATURE 
 
1. The promise of an enlightening news media 
 
Many analysts of the global media have begun from assumptions 
about the enormous potential of the media to inform, unite and 
foster global justice. 
The early 1960s when West Papua was being annexed by 
Indonesia was coincidentally a time of rapid television growth in 
Western countries, similar to the internet expansion today. The first 
22 
 
live satellite signal to Britain from the United States was broadcast 
via the Telstar satellite in July, 196226. Britain had 15,000 “television 
households” in 1947 and 15.1 million by 1968. While only 0.5 
percent of homes in the United States had a television set in 1946, 
90 percent had one by 1962.  
 
It was a period full of hope also for a new international media 
which would positively transform the so-called Third World. 
Schramm (1964)27 saw the mass media as a “bridge to a wider 
world” which would transfer new ideas from the Northern 
Hemisphere to the South and within the South, from urban to rural 
areas. It would “speed and ease the long, slow social 
transformation required for economic development”. The mass 
media could help provide a “better life” for those in the South by 
“encouraging both personal and national aspirations”. His book 
was published in conjunction with UNESCO. 
 
Optimism about global communications has persisted since in 
some quarters, for example in 1992 with Fukuyama’s The End of 
History and the Last Man 28 . He argued that as more nations 
adopted liberal democracy as their form of government, wars 
between them would no longer occur. The concept of a “new 
world order” was picked up by United States President George 
                                                
26 Abramson, Albert and Sterling,Christopher, The History of Television, 
1942 to 2000, Mcfarland & Company, Jefferson, North Carolina, 2007. 
27 Schramm, Wilbur, Mass Media and National Development, Stanford 
University Press, Stanford, 1964.   
28 Fukuyama, Francis, End of History and the Last Man, Free Press, New 
York, 1992. 
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Bush senior29 and others, and huge political changes in recent 
decades can be cited to support Fukuyama’s arguments for this 
international enlightenment. Examples are the civil rights 
movement in the United States in the 1960s, the fall of the Berlin 
Wall and the ending of apartheid in South Africa. Globalisation has 
had the positive effect of exposing intolerable issues.  
 
In The Media Were American, Tunstall suggests that an Eastern 
perspective is taking over from the West. “Between 1950 and 2005, 
the United States lost control of the world news agenda.”30 He 
argues that after 1960, European news agencies, rather than those 
in America, were dominant and by 1990 the American television 
channel CNN was increasingly losing “its 24-hour all-news 
leadership” to channels in Europe and elsewhere. “The US forces in 
Iraq from 2003 onward found that Arab-region Arabic-language 
news media dominated the Middle East news agenda... The 
current A team of AP, Reuters and AFP may be increasingly 
challenged by a larger B team of news agencies from western 
Europe, Japan, Russia, India, China, Brazil and perhaps Africa.” 
 
And yet there have been claims that although the East and the 
Southern Hemisphere may have become more developed, that 
development has not provided a “better life” by “encouraging 
both personal and national aspirations”.  Moreover, this kind of 
                                                
29 See for example Bush speech about a “new world order”: 
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0900156.html about  
30 Tunstall, John, The Media Were American, Oxford University Press, 
Oxford, 2008, pp449-455. 
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analysis has imagined that providing access to Western-
developed structures such as the media would meet humanitarian 
and social goals. Thirty-six years after Schramm, Thussu31 described 
Schramm’s work as an example of “modernisation theory”. He said 
the timing of Schramm’s book was significant as the United Nations 
had proclaimed the 1960s as “the Decade of Development” when 
UN agencies and Western governments were funding research to 
harness the power of the media to “modernise” newly 
independent countries of the South. Thussu argues that despite all 
the West’s efforts and decades of “modernisation”, “Islamic 
traditions continue to define the Muslim world and indeed have 
become stronger in parts of the Middle East”. Also, “the vast 
majority of the people in the South continued to live in poverty”.   
 
Huntington32 claims that Muslim countries such as Indonesia are in 
an increasingly stronger position to ignore international 
environmental and human rights concerns, due to America’s 
gradual loss of power. “Overall the growing economic strength of 
the Asian countries renders them increasingly immune to Western 
pressure concerning human rights and democracy... American 
hegemony has eroded.” According to Huntington, the world is 
now as Arab, Asian, and African, as it is Western, but that does not 
mean most ordinary people in these regions are better off.   
                                                
31 Thussu, Daya, International Communication, Arnold, London, 2000, 
pp53-81. 
32 Huntington, Samuel, The Clash of Civilizations, Touchstone Books, 1996.!
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Today the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the 
International Covenants are less relevant to much of the planet 
than during the immediate post-World War II era. For the first time 
since the Universal Declaration was adopted in 1948, countries not 
thoroughly steeped in the Judeo-Christian and natural law 
traditions are in the first rank… 
 
The trajectory he describes is not one of any simple modernisation 
and carries the risk of some forms of injustice being further 
entrenched. 
 
Srebreny-Mohammadi33 says the greatest changes in the media 
environment have happened in Asia, and that Asia “has become 
part of the global village”. “It is an exciting time in media 
development, when the paternalistic preoccupation of the past 
twenty years might give way to a realization that the creativity, 
energy and indeed entrepreneurship of the south is at least equal 
to that of the north.” But she criticises claims of a “global 
audience” by saying access to television, for instance, is 
“extremely unequal”. “For example in Indonesia, the fifth most 
populous country in the world, urban dwellers are 30 percent of 
the population but own 65 percent of the televisions; only 23 
percent of rural areas have TV.”  
 
                                                
33 Sreberny-Mohammadi, Annabelle, The Global and the Local in 
International Communities, in Mass Media and Society, Curran, James and 
Gurevitch, Michael (editors), Arnold, London, 1996, pp194-200. 
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There is an implication here - but more so in the work of Huntington 
and Tunstall - that Third World governments bear most responsible 
for a “lack of enlightenment” about serious issues of poverty, 
human rights and environmental degradation.  Many prominent 
and widely-quoted media studies commentators, however, do not 
share this view. Chalaby, 34  using the examples of film and 
television, contradicts Tunstall’s claim that the media influence of 
the United States is fading. He presents what he calls “striking” 
figures at the “top end” of the world media industry; showing “the 
dominance of American conglomerates”.  
 
Seven media corporations alone have a reach that covers the 
globe and span all key media sectors from film production to 
television distribution... Five of them [Time Warner, Walt Disney, 
Viacom, NBC Universal, News Corporation] have headquarters in 
the US, among which four are based in New York... Their global 
span gives them access to many more markets than regional 
companies, multiplying the opportunities for additional revenue. 
According to Chalaby, United States-based broadcasters were set 
to dominate “the emerging multichannel television universe”. 
 
In an earlier but broader study35, McChesney and Herman showed 
how the global media market, including broadcasting and print, 
was dominated by “ten or so vertically integrated media 
                                                
34 Chalaby, Jean K., American Cultural Primacy in a New Media Order, 
The International Communication Gazette, Vol. 68 (1), 2006, pp33-51.  
35 Herman, Edward and McChesney, Robert, The Global Media: The new 
missionaries of global capitalism, Cassell, London, 1997.  
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conglomerates” most of which were based in the United States. 
“These firms operate in oligopolistic markets with substantial 
barriers to entry.” Herman joined Chomsky to promote the 
“propaganda model” theory of globalisation in the late 1980s36, 
suggesting that corporate media, as profit-driven institutions, 
tended to further interests of dominant, elite groups in the society 
and especially those in the West. In 1992, a documentary film  
Manufacturing Consent: Noam Chomsky and the Media 37 
expanded on the book’s ideas with a centrepiece examination 
into the history of The New York Times' coverage of Indonesia’s  
occupation of East Timor, which Chomsky said showed the media's 
unwillingness to criticise an ally of the elite. 
  
In November 2009, the University of Westminster in England 
published a study 38  The Herman-Chomsky Propaganda Model 
Twenty Years On. Chomsky and Herman, included in the exercise 
and asked to update their ideas, concluded that: 
 
Globalization and cross-border integration, and the spread and 
increased importance of commercial media and advertising as a 
funding source, have made the Propaganda Model ever more 
widely applicable… [The societal purpose of the media is] to 
inculcate and defend the economic, social, and political agenda 
                                                
36 Herman, Edward and Chomsky, Noam, Manufacturing Consent: The 
Political Economy of the Mass Media, Pantheon Books, New York, 1988. 
37Achbar, Mark and Wintonick, Peter, directors and independent film-
makers, Manufacturing Consent: Noam Chomsky and the Media, Zeitgeist, 
Australia/Finland/Norway/Canada, 1992. 
38 http://www.wmin.ac.uk/mad/page-2203 
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of privileged groups that dominate the domestic society and the 
state. In this view, political power, corporate power and media 
power align. 
 
Van Ginneken is another who seems to subscribe to the broad 
theory that the mainstream media is tainted or even controlled by 
its closeness to Western governmental and corporate power.39 His 
criticism extends to foreign correspondents who, van Ginneken 
says40, generally avoid areas which are “non or anti-Western”. 
“Most Western correspondents prefer a capital with a significant 
Western community”. When they do have to visit Third World 
territories “anonymous non-whites will largely remain speechless” 
as reporters interview expatriate Western “experts” or “translators, 
taxi-drivers, bar-keepers, chambermaids and their like” and fail to 
“strike up even the most elementary relationships with other local 
people”.   
 
Louw, under a chapter heading Making Sense of Distant Places,41  
writes of “tourist journalists” who “jet into foreign locations for very 
limited periods, spend much of their time in sanitized, air-
conditioned hotels (where one can also watch CNN) and, except 
for working with an organized industry of local spin doctors and 
public relations people, they hardly interact at all with the local 
                                                
39 Van Ginneken, Jaap, Understanding Global News, A Critical 
Introduction, Sage Publications, London, 1998. 
40 Ibid, p100-102 and p132. 
41 Louw, Eric, The Media and Cultural Production, Sage Productions, 
London, 2001, p199.  
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people or contexts. Journalists, he claims, also work with contacts 
culturally as close to them as possible, something he describes as 
“Anglo bias”.  He said (writing during the apartheid years of South 
Africa); “experiences and views of the non-Anglo majority… is 
effectively ‘avoided’ because it remains ‘incomprehensible’ to 
global (Anglo) media workers…”   
 
Media Studies commentary which argues journalism has become 
intellectualised and journalists more proficient at 
“comprehending” over the half century or so since West Papua’s 
annexation would be difficult to find, but no shortage of theories 
suggest the opposite. Ritzer and Ryan go further than most in this 
regard in their paper Americanisation, McDonaldisation and 
Globalisation42, in which they discuss a corporatised mainstream 
media under a term they coin as “Nothing”. This description 
includes “social forms that are generally centrally conceived, 
controlled and comparatively devoid of distinctive substantive 
content”.  
 
As opposed to “Nothing”, they define “Something” as “social 
forms that are generally indigenously conceived, controlled and 
comparatively rich in distinctive substantive content…” 
 
                                                
42 Ritzer, George and Ryan, Michael, Americanisation, McDonaldisation  
and Globalisation, in Campbell N et al (editors), Edinburgh University 
Press, Edinburgh, 2004.  
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Writing off a large bulk of work by another discipline as “Nothing” 
appears extreme. However, some experienced journalists have 
criticised the lack of depth in modern media and laid the blame 
on corporatisation too.  A New Zealand example is Jon 
Stephenson, briefly interviewed for this thesis, who said there was a 
danger of the public losing an appetite for substantial local news. 
“If you feed McDonalds every day and then put a good meal in 
front of them, they might throw up.”43Another with such a view is 
the Auckland-based and veteran investigative journalist Pat Booth. 
He wrote 44  that while movies still portrayed great feats of 
investigation, such as the Washington Post’s long inquiry which 
brought down President Richard Nixon, “investigative journalism in 
New Zealand daily newspapers seems a memory as distant as 
Nixon”. “Scratch an investigative journalist, it seems, and you find a 
critic of the newspaper establishment.” Investigative journalist and 
peace advocate Nicky Hager, echoes this line in his paper Twenty-
Five Ways to Have Better Journalism” 45 : “The classic image of 
investigative journalism is a major news organisation such as the 
Washington Post newspaper allowing full-time reporters doggedly 
to pursue big stories. It is an attractive picture but, if this is the 
model, then New Zealand is doomed to have little investigative 
journalism. Commercialism of news organisations combined with 
                                                
43 Stephenson, Jon, during seminar at Media, Investigative Journalism and 
Technology 2010 Conference, AUT University, December 4-5, 2010. 
44 Booth, Pat, Investigative Journalism: The New Zealand Perspective, in 
Comrie, Margie and McGregor, Judy (editors), Whose News, The Dunmore 
Press, Palmerston North, 1992. 
45 Hager, Nicky in Hirst, Martin; Phelan, Sean; Rupar, (Editors), Scooped, 
The Politics and Power of Journalism in Aotearoa New Zealand, AUT 
Media, Auckland, 2012. 
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the country’s small size makes it unusual for editors to support this 
expensive type of journalism.” 
 
“Yellow journalism”, also called “the yellow press”, is a term coined 
in the late nineteenth century that has been revived in recent 
years, especially in online media forums, to criticise this perceived 
corporatisation, lack of depth and independent courage.46 The 
name “yellow journalism” was first recorded47 in a newspaper by 
Erwin Wardman, editor of The New York Press, and at the time 
meant news that had little legitimacy, and which was highly-
illustrated, exaggerated and/or involved scandal-mongering and 
sensationalism. McChesney appears to use “establishment media” 
and “yellow journalism” in similar contexts.48 “Compare the press 
coverage leading up to the Spanish-American War, which is a 
notorious example of yellow journalism... to the coverage leading 
up to the 2003 Iraq war and it is difficult to avoid the conclusion 
that the quality of reporting has not changed much...”. He said 
journalists have “internalised the elite assumption” that the United 
                                                
46 See for example: Schuster, Justin, Yellow Journalism of the 21st Century, 
The Politic. The Yale Undergraduate Journal of Politics, February 28, 2012, 
http://thepolitic.org/yellow-journalism-of-the-21st-century/ and “Nomad”,  
Ratings and the Yellow Journalism of Fox News, Political Gates, February 
17, 2012, http://politicalgates.blogspot.co.nz/2012/02/ratings-and-yellow-
journalism-of-fox.html; 
47 Campbell. W. Joseph, A timeline of yellow journalism, 
http://academic2.american.edu/~wjc/yellowjo/timeline.html; and  
Palmarium Magazine, Yellow Journalism, http://www.palmarium-
magazine.com/w5-yellowjournalism.html;  
48 McChesney, Robert W., The Problem of the Media. US Communication 
Politics in the Twenty First Century, Monthly Review Press, New York, 
2004 and, Corporate Media and the Threat to Democracy, Seven Stories 
Press, New York, 1997.   
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States is invariably a force for good in the world which is “a view 
shared across the spectrum of US policy elites”.49 
  
Whether “corporate”, “establishment”, “yellow” or producing 
“Nothing”, the mainstream media as presented by Ritzer, Ryan, 
Chomsky, Herman, McChesney, Chalaby, van Ginneken and 
Louw is a formidable one. It is closely allied to influential Northern 
Hemisphere authorities and while it has resources and potential to 
do good work it fails as Schramm’s “bridge to a wider world” 
because of corporatisation and a Western bias. 
  
2. “Hidden wars” 
 
Broad “media-bashing” viewpoints of the above commentators 
have a sense of insufficiency when trying to understand 
theoretical restraints on reporting conflict in West Papua. Specific 
inadequacies of the media profession need to be found and 
examined for such wider theories to ring true. 
  
Van Ginneken, cited above, is a leading critic of the Western mass 
media in its failure to live up to the promises of providing 
enlightenment about, and modernisation for, poverty stricken 
countries of the Third World. He talks also, in 1998,50 of places of 
                                                
49 McChesney, Robert W., The Problem of the Media. US Communication 
Politics in the Twenty First Century, Monthly Review Press, New York, 
2004. 
50 Van Ginneken, Jaap, Understanding Global News, A Critical 
Introduction, Sage Publications, London, 1998. 
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conflicts “we are made to forget… “. West Papua could be 
described as one of them. At any time, there are more than a 
dozen armed conflicts underway in the world, he said. “Yet only 
very few of these killings and atrocities make the front pages”. Van 
Ginneken claims the Western media is particularly blind to these “if 
coloured people are fighting… but there are no white parties 
involved…”   
 
Another vocal critic of the Western media, Cottle, agrees with van 
Ginneken about conflicts “we are made to forget” and, citing 
political scientists such as Mary Kaldor calls them “new wars” and 
“hidden wars” which he says are “characterised by endemic 
extreme violence targeting non-combatants”51. Examples he cites 
are Aceh, the Congo and Darfur but his theories on these wars 
seem appropriate also for West Papua. Cottle’s work too, often 
suggests a theme of unrealised potential – large media 
organisations have the power to alleviate conflict but rarely do so. 
“Contemporary television journalism, I believe is Janus faced.  As 
institution and industry television is embedded within commercial 
logics and structures of dominance that often implicate it in times 
of conflict… in ‘propaganda war’.”52 
 
                                                
51 Cottle, Simon, Global Crises in the News, Staging New Wars, Disasters 
and Climate Change, International Journal of Communication (3), 
University of Southern California, Los Angeles, 2009. 
52 Cottle, Simon, Mediatizing the Global War on Terror: Television’s Public 
Eye, a chapter in Media, Terrorism and Theory, Kavoori, Anandam and 
Fraley, Todd (Editors), Rowan & Littlefield Publishers, Lanham, Maryland, 
2006. 
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He argues that it is uncommon for television programmes to 
“facilitate intercultural exchanges across geopolitical, cultural and 
religious divides” or that “violent reactions which can lead to the 
exacerbation of terror and undermining democracy itself are held 
to account”53. Cottle describes the deliberate killing of civilians 
under the cover of news media invisibility in hidden wars:  
The absence of the world’s news media unwittingly becomes 
complicit with the murderous products of contemporary warfare 
and by its collective silence, enables wars most inhumane 
expressions.54  
 
Some of Cottle’s work takes its cue from the sociologist Beck who 
in 1986 published a rather pessimistic idea of the modern world as 
a “risk society” in which industry and science creates society’s risks 
and there is “antagonism between those afflicted by risks and 
those who profit from them”55. Beck does not cite West Papua, but 
he could have used it as an example of his “industrial risks… 
hazards and destruction” such as the “death of forests today” 
which “occur globally as the implicit consequences of 
industrialisation with quite different social and political 
consequences”. Indigenous forest-dwelling Papuans could be 
                                                
53 Ibid. 
54 Cottle, Simon, Global Crises in the News, Staging New Wars, Disasters 
and Climate Change, International Journal of Communication (3), 
University of Southern California, Los Angeles, 2009. 
55 Beck, Ulrich, Risikogesellschaft: Auf dem Weg in eine andere Moderne, 
Subrkamp Verlag, Frankfurt, 1986. English translation published by Sage, 
London, 1992. 
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said, perhaps, in Beck’s model to be among those who “inhale or 
pay for the filth of others”. 
 
Cottle praises Beck’s “powerfully articulated vision of the forces 
that now appear to be driving history”. But he also seeks to 
expand and better define the media’s role in addressing Becks’ 
“risks”, saying that “whether the media actually perform a 
revelatory and critical function in relation to… risks and can affect 
political change, or whether they are susceptible to 
(dis)information… designed precisely to defuse… the nature of 
risks, is difficult to fathom from Beck’s contradictory statements.”56 
In recent years Cottle has appeared to become more frustrated 
with perceived media failures to affect political change, 
suggesting in 2009 for example in a joint paper with Nolan that 
scandals and celebrity had become media priorities57.  
 
“The practices and priorities of global reporting play a 
key role in determining whether humanitarian 
emergencies are routinely covered in the news, 
sensationalised as spectacular media events or simply 
buried along with countless imageless victims in forgotten 
emergencies and hidden wars”.   
                                                
56 Cottle, Simon, Ulrich Beck, ‘Risk Society’ and the Media. A Catastrophic 
View? European Journal of Communication, Sage Publications, London, 
1998. 
57 Cottle, Simon and Nolan, David, How the Media’s Codes and Rules 
Influence the Ways NGOs Work, Nieman Journalism Lab, 2009. 
http://www.niemanlab.org/2009/11/simon-cottle-and-david-nolan-how-the-
medias-codes-and-rules-influence-the-ways-ngos-work; 
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The news media was   “peculiarly insensitive” to the distant 
suffering of others, especially in remote locations, and rather than 
assisting aid agencies to raise funds in humanitarian emergencies, 
media organisations pursued scandals inside NGOs.  
 
Cottle emphasises the power of the media in defining conflict, to 
the extent of allowing war to continue. Through journalism, 
“conflicts are variously defined, framed and visualised; 
elaborated; moralized, deliberated and contested; amplified and 
promoted or dampened and reconciled…”58 According to Cottle, 
“study after study” of the media at war concludes national media 
generally fall in behind their national governments and there is a 
“broad alignment of media in support of state and military power”. 
 
Others seem to back Cottle’s theory about hidden wars by coining 
similar terms. In 2008, members of the Introduction to Peace and 
Conflict Studies course at Colgate University, Hamilton, New York, 
included West Papua in their category of “marginalized wars”  i.e. 
of wars “left unaddressed” in an exercise called a “collaborative 
project to understand and interrogate 20th century histories of war 
and violence, as well as its resolutions”. 59 
 
                                                
58 Cottle, Simon, Mediatized Conflict, Open University Press, Berkshire, 
2006. 
59 Colgate University Website, Marginalised Conflict Podcast Series, 
http://www.colgate.edu/academics/departments-and-programs/peace-and-
conflict-studies/podcast-series 
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The territory’s “low level guerrilla fighting” fits the criteria also of 
“stealth conflicts” described by Hawkins, also in 200860.  Hawkins, 
Assistant Professor at the Global Collaboration Centre (GLOCOL), 
Osaka University, Japan, runs a website61 and blog called Stealth 
Conflicts, mostly focused on Africa and especially the Congo. He 
describes stealth conflicts as “those that do not appear on the 
‘radars’ of those in a position to respond. That is, they fail to attract 
the attention of policymakers, the media, the public and 
academia.” Hawkins argues that it is “indeed because of the 
stealth” that the wars are played out in such a way and become 
so deadly: “deprived of attention, starvation and disease 
associated with the conflict remain unchecked and claim far 
more victims than do the bullets and bombs”.  
 
Another term which has been used is “resource wars”. The 
campaigning Australian journalist and academic Pilger - while in 
essence following the propaganda model of Chomsky and 
Herman - focuses his criticism not so much on Western journalism 
as global capitalism. Pilger writes often about the West Papuan 
conflict, describing it as “one of the great secrets of our time”.62   
 
“The silence of the international community is explained 
by the fabulous wealth of West Papua,” his website says. 
The territory had been “carved up” by “the most 
                                                
60 Hawkins, Virgil, Stealth Conflicts, How the World’s Worst Violence is 
Ignored, Stealth Conflicts, Ashgate, Farnham, 2008. 
61 http://stealthconflicts.wordpress.com 
62 http://www.johnpilger.com/page.asp?partid=38 
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powerful capitalists in the world, led by the banker David 
Rockefeller… The world's largest gold reserve and third-
largest copper deposit, literally a mountain of copper 
and gold - went to the US mining giant Freeport-
McMoran. On the board is Henry Kissinger…” 
 
Pilger’s focus on resources corresponds to that of Michael Klare, 
director of the Five College Program in Peace and World Security 
Studies in Amherst, Massachusetts. Klare63 argues that “resource 
wars of the future will occur in the developing world, notably, in 
countries where the national government is weak or corrupt and 
where local and external actors are competing for political 
power.” He said armed combat would most likely be limited to 
periodic skirmishing between militias and other paramilitary 
formations and typically, civilians would suffer the greatest 
casualties, as was the case in Angola, Congo, Liberia, and Sierra 
Leone. “And while a handful of individuals may profit from the sale 
of diamonds and old-growth timber to foreign firms, most of the 
people living in these societies will remain entrapped in poverty 
and despair.” 
 
Lynch and McGoldrick’s book Peace Journalism 64 lists West Papua 
as one of three human rights examples where news value “has 
been lost over time” and “ossified”. The others are Burma and pre-
                                                
63 Klare, Michael, Resource Wars: The New Landscape of Global Conflict, 
Henry Holt, New York, 2001. 
64 Lynch, Jake and McGoldrick, Annabel, Peace Journalism, Hawthorn 
Press, Stroud, 2005. 
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2003 Iraq under sanctions. (Perhaps the Congo, Tibet and rebel 
movements in Colombia and Peru could be added.)  Lynch and 
McGoldrick describe the three as being in a “stalemate” media-
wise.  
 
“Nothing seems to change and the story becomes ‘ossified’. Low 
level guerrilla fighting by rebel groups” and “human rights abuses 
against civilians” are common symptoms.  
 
Many of the commentators above focus on neglect but others 
share Cottle’s view that the main problem is Western media 
power.  
 
3. Power elites 
 
Chomsky, quoted above, argued the media tended to further 
interests of “dominant, elite groups” in society. McChesney wrote 
about journalists who “internalised the elite assumption” that the 
United States was invariably a force for good.  But others suggest 
the mainstream media can be viewed more as a master than a 
servant of power; as an autonomous “elite” in itself. Louw’s “tourist 
journalists” who “spend much of their time in sanitized, air-
conditioned hotels” and van Ginneken’s equivalents who employ 
and interview “translators, taxi-drivers, bar-keepers, chambermaids 
and their like”  are alleged media employees who are not only 
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inadequate in their reporting on the Third World, but also 
privileged. 
 
Media power and the misuse of it, a common theme in media 
studies, often seems rooted in “agenda setting” theories of 
Lippmann and others that were shaped from the 1920s. Lippmann 
was a predecessor to Pilger in the sense he was a journalist 
disillusioned with his profession because of what he perceived as 
its close links to governments. However, to Lippmann, the media is 
not so much a hand-maiden of capitalism as a governmental 
power-broker. According to Lippmann, 65  “...news is the chief 
source of opinion by which government now proceeds”. News 
organisations were using “entirely private and unexamined 
standards”, he said, to the extent “no-one will be able to say that 
the substance of democratic government is secure”.  
 
Following such an “agenda setting” theory, McCombs and Shaw66 
investigated the 1968 American presidential campaign - 
comparing what voters said were important issues alongside news 
content - and concluded the mass media exerted a significant 
influence on what voters saw as the major  issues of the campaign.  
Another follower in the 1960s of agenda setting, Cohen, made a 
statement which appears particularly relevant to this thesis: “The 
                                                
65 Lippmann, Walter, Liberty and the News, Harcourt, Brace and Howe, 
New York, 1920, pp12-13. 
66 McCombs, Maxwell E. and Shaw, Donald L., The Agenda-Setting 
Function of Mass Media, The Public Opinion Quarterly Vol. 36, No 2 
(Summer 1972), Oxford University Press, Oxford, pp176-187.  
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press may not be successful much of the time in telling people 
what to think, but it is stunningly successful in telling its readers 
what to think about.”67 
  
Fifty years after Cohen’s statement, misuse of media power is 
again an issue of major debate, following official investigations in 
both the United Kingdom and Australia involving politicians, 
academics and the judiciary. The 1,987 page British report, An 
Inquiry into the Culture, Practices and Ethics of the Press, by Lord 
Justice Brian Leveson68 came after a scandal about the News of 
the World systematically hacking telephones and paying bribes to 
officials as part of its news-gathering.   
 
At the time of writing this thesis, any change in press regulation to 
come out of the inquiry was still under debate. However, there was 
a fear in the British media that those in the other disciplines – 
politicians, the judiciary and academia – would use the inquiry not 
just as an opportunity to curb immoral practices but also as a rare 
opportunity to make a broader attack so as to undermine press 
freedom and power, supported by “agenda setting” criticisms.69 
 
                                                
67 Cohen, Bernard, The Press and Foreign Policy, Harcourt, New York, 
1963, p13. 
68 http://www.levesoninquiry.org.uk/ 
69 See for example: http://www.guardian.co.uk/media/2013/apr/04/david-
cameron-press-charter-cpj 
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Their fears seemed justified by the weight Leveson gave to the 
alleged power of the mainstream media.70 Under a heading Press 
Power and the Impact on Society, he discusses what he calls the 
media’s “megaphone effect”. The capacity of the press to 
communicate to large audiences “has a tremendous capacity to 
serve the public” but could “prevent access to audiences”. “A 
powerful media, even a powerful free media, can effectively 
block dissenting voices”. According to Leveson, in terms of self-
expression the press “only allows a select few to promulgate their 
views... the power of the press as a medium of expression may 
lead to certain views dominating the public sphere and other 
views being squeezed out.” 
  
A similar gulf between the mainstream media and other power-
brokers has been seen in recent years in Australia.  Media’s Great 
Divide was the headline for a two-broadsheet-page feature in the 
Weekend Australian on March 10, 2012. Its subheading said, “The 
Finkelstein report has exposed a rift between journalists and 
academics”. 71  The article, written under the leadership of 
Associate Editor Cameron Stewart, discussed a report recently-
released [at that time] into the regulatory framework around the 
Australian news media by Judge Raymond Finkelstein. 72 
                                                
70 http://www.levesoninquiry.org.uk/ 
71 Stewart, Cameron, Leys, Nick and O’Neill, Brendan, Media’s Great 
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Cameron’s feature-writing team debates the report 
recommendations for a new government-funded body – a News 
Media Council - to sit in judgement on news reporting, but by far 
the most space is given, in the two Weekend Australian pages, to 
a perceived disconnect between academia and journalism. 
According to Stewart, only hours after the inquiry report was 
released, “lecturers from four of Australia’s top journalism schools” 
enthusiastically embraced Judge Ray Finkelstein’s proposed News 
Media Council.  However, “inside the country’s newspaper offices 
there was a polar opposite reaction” to Finkelstein’s idea (of 
having such a new body to adjudicate on journalism fairness). “It 
highlights a widening rift in Australia between those who practise 
journalism and those who teach it.” 
 
He described also how “media academics played a central role in 
driving the findings of the Finkelstein report”. Many of the 49 
academics invited by Finkelstein to give their views were deeply 
critical, saying the media industry was too concentrated in 
ownership, was biased, vindictive, sloppy and at times unethical, 
according to Stewart. The “polar opposite reaction” Stewart cited 
included a comment from Michael Gawenda, former editor-in-
chief of The Age who said the Finkelstein report reads like a media 
thesis, full of elitist theory but out of touch with mainstream 
Australia. “It is the voice of someone who does not watch Today 
Tonight and who does not read the Herald Sun.” 
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Editor-in-Chief of the Sydney Morning Herald, Peter Fray, is quoted 
in the article saying some academics “who have little or no 
interest in the practical aspects of journalism... see the industry as 
some sort of specimen under a bell jar”. Another critic of the report, 
The Australian Editor-in-Chief Chris Mitchell, said in the Weekend 
Australian article; “The media studies academic class is far 
removed from the concerns of viewers and readers and is 
engaged in a sociological project to change the world in its 
image. That is, to infect people with progressive left ideology.” 
Mitchell claimed that:  
 
“Journalists are interested in reporting what is actually 
happening. It is hilarious so many media academics who 
fought John Howard [former Australian Prime Minister] on 
the grounds he was ‘stifling dissent’ are now at the 
forefront of shutting down free speech. They only support 
free speech they agree with. Like so many on the Left 
they love scrutiny of conservative governments but 
completely reject scrutiny of the Greens and the Green-
Labor coalition.” 
 
The language is equally strident on the other side of the “great 
divide”. Associate Professor of Journalism and Media at Deakin 
University, Martin Hirst, criticised Herald Sun columnist Andrew Bolt’s 
opinion of the Finkelstein report, by saying Bolt “chews on this issue 
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like a dog after its own fleas”.73 Andrea Carson, a lecturer at the 
University of Melbourne, said the Finkelstein report “should be 
compulsory readying for every student of journalism... let’s hope 
these new measures can curtail the ‘crap’.”74 In response to the 
Weekend Australian feature, 35 academics, including one from 
New Zealand, David Robie of the Auckland University of 
Technology (AUT), signed a document dated March 14, 2012 and 
headed Open letter to The Australian on trust and the future of 
journalism. 75   Ironically, its criticism of the Western Australian’s 
“great divide” article showed how deep the divide is, with 
language such as; “insult to an entire profession” and “we will not 
remain silent when unethical behaviour in certain sectors of the 
news media threatens the integrity of the whole”. 
 
One of the few commentators, it could be argued, who has 
“bridged” the divide is a senior lecturer at Monash University, Bill 
Birnbauer, who until four years ago had spent 30 years as a 
practising journalist. He did not sign the open letter and instead 
told the Weekend Australian, “The notion of a panel of lawyers 
and academics, as suggested in the Finkelstein report, 
undertaking [media regulation] without being imbued with the 
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journalistic free speech culture worries me immensely.”76 Birnbauer 
can be equally critical of establishment journalism, saying at the 
Media, Investigative Journalism and Technology 2010 Conference 
that the status quo of a dwindling volume of investigative 
journalism in the mainstream media was not an option. “Journalism 
is essential for good democratic governance, and, ironically, the 
collapse of traditional business models,” he told the conference. 
“Serious journalists want nothing more than to do serious 
journalism.” .77 
 
It is equally easy to find media criticism, especially in the United 
States, about alleged manipulation by the State and industry of 
academia. In an Independent column 78  headed Fear and 
loathing on an American campus, journalist Robert Fisk discussed 
the forced resignation of Assistant Professor of Politics Norman 
Finkelstein, allegedly for his criticisms of Israel’s occupation of the 
Palestinian West Bank.  It was an example, according to Fisk, of 
“the anodyne, frightened academic world that now exists in the 
US”. A more recent example has seen American media criticise 
Florida State University for allowing a billionaire donor to screen 
staff considered for a new study programme promoting "political 
economy and free enterprise". According to the St Petersburg 
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Times, the university’s Dean of Social Sciences, David W. 
Rasmussen defended the deal saying it offered eight additional 
courses a year and “it would have been irresponsible not to do 
it."79 
 
These current debates surrounding the role of the Western 
mainstream media can be viewed from the late-twentieth-century 
theoretical perspective of Louw 80  and others, on the 
“transformation of disciplines”. Louw saw the tension and mutual 
suspicion as transient features occurring during an inevitable 
transformation, whether or not practitioners resisted change. 
Under the sub-heading Shifting elites, organizational practices and 
meanings? he says:  
 
“...power elites... are born, mature and die... Each elite 
will develop its own preferred organizational style, 
practices and discourses, and to some extent, the 
survival of each elite hinges upon maintaining its own 
preferred organizational and discursive style (and 
persuading the non-elite to accept and use them).” 
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To examine elites, Louw uses Burnham’s The Managerial 
Revolution81 and perhaps because of this mostly compares elites in 
the mainstream media and in other corporate enterprise. Louw 
also refers to intellectuals within disciplines when referring to 
Gramsci’s arguments82 that there are “two types of intellectuals – 
traditional and organic”.  “For Gramsci, intellectuals build 
hegemony,” Louw said. “Hegemony is the creation and 
maintenance of the consent of dominated groups for their 
domination.” But while “traditional intellectuals” were those 
adopting the “ivory tower approach” and holding themselves 
aloof from contemporary struggles, “organic intellectuals” grew 
organically from the ranks of the different groups in society. 
According to Louw: “Our cultures are built from such struggles – 
from the processes of hegemonic and counter hegemonic 
codings, from the decodings and re-codings (of intellectuals and 
non-intellectuals alike), and from the hybridizations and syntheses 
that take place along the way.” 
 
However, Louw’s  The Media and Cultural Production is deficient in 
that his own academic community does not appear as an 
influential “elite” that harbours “traditional intellectuals” who 
adopt the “ivory tower approach” while industrial, political, 
bureaucratic and religious entities do.   
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4. The promise of enlightening universities 
 
Inside the cover of their seminal four-volume study – A History of 
the University in Europe– the editors, Rüegg and de Ridder-
Symoens, say the university “is the only European institution to have 
preserved its fundamental patterns and basic social role and 
functions over the course of the last millennium”. 83  Rüegg 
continues this thread in the Foreword, describing “three 
acknowledged powers of medieval European society”; regnum, 
sacerdotium and stadium. The first - political power - has 
undergone “profound changes” while the second, the church, has 
“lost the monopoly... it once possessed of providing the conditions 
of salvation”.  
 
“No other European institution has spread over the entire world in 
the way in which the traditional form of the European university 
has done,” he says. “The degrees awarded by European 
universities – the bachelor’s degree, the licentiate, the master’s 
degree, and the doctorate – have been adopted in the most 
diverse countries in the world.” Later in the first volume84, Verger 
supports Rüegg’s argument that the university in today’s form is a 
creation of medieval Europe. According to Verger, the Roman 
Empire, Byzantium, the Islamic empire and China were “familiar 
                                                
83 Rüegg, Walter; General Editor, and de Ridder-Symoens, Hilde, Editor, A 
History of the University of Europe, Cambridge University Press, 
Cambridge, 1992. 
84 Verger, Jacques, Teachers,chapter in A History of the University of 
Europe, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1992. 
50 
 
with forms of higher education which a number of historians... 
have sometimes described as universities” but the “institutional 
reality was altogether different”.  
 
a) Middle East and Africa? 
 
One historian who disagrees with Verger is the Teheran-born 
scholar Nakosteen who describes how Western education, 
including universities, had Islamic origins. 85   The “old theory” 
declaring Muslims were “enemies” of learning and science except 
in their own Qur’an was without historical basis. Great research 
centres, which could be called universities, he says, were the 
forerunners of European equivalents and “produced great 
scholars in almost every field”. Throughout the 12th and part of the 
13th century Muslim works on science, philosophy and other fields 
from established north African and Middle East colleges were 
translated into Latin, particularly in Spain, and “enriched the 
curriculum of the West...” 
 
Others have delved further back into history, for example Ajayi, 
Goma and Johnson 86 , who have suggested “the roots of the 
university as a community of scholars, with an international 
outlook...” can be traced back to two Egyptian institutions in the 
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last two or three centuries B.C. One is the monastic system and the 
other the Alexandria Museum and Library.  They base their claim 
partly on the work of Riad87 who said that “scientists and men of 
letters” lived in the museum and library. They were housed and fed 
so as to concentrate on research, without menial duties. “Its 
organisation was similar to that of modern universities, except that 
the resident scholars were not required to give lectures.” 
 
b) Greece? 
 
A New Zealand scholar, Patterson, starts a few hundred years 
earlier and across the Mediterranean Sea.88 It could be argued, 
she says, that a group called the Sophists in Ancient Greece 
“offered the closest forerunner of a university training” in the fifth 
century B.C. “The word sophist meant ‘expert’ or ‘professor’... 
Sophists offered, for fees, courses in a wide variety of disciplines, 
including mathematics, literary criticism and athletics.” By the 
fourth century A.D., according to another scholar, Marrou, 89 
student life in large university centres such as Athens shared 
similarities to university cities today.  He describes how students 
gave such towns “a typically ‘Latin Quarter’ atmosphere of rowdy, 
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lawless, carefree, frivolous youths, who got into trouble with the 
police... And of course there was some sexual immorality.” 
 
c) India? 
 
Commentators such as Fletcher90 have added another millennium 
or so, describing the world’s first universities in forest clearings of 
India, called ashrams or retreats, between 1500 and 800 B.C. They 
were used by teachers and young groups of men for 
contemplation and discussions on philosophy and religion. 
According to Motwani, such Indian institutions developed into 
pioneers of science and mathematics.91 He claims ancient Greeks 
were “pirates turned merchants”, as compared to Indian 
academics in the hundreds of years before Christ. “Recent 
researches have proved conclusively that a nation [Greece] that 
had just emerged from ' untutored barbarism' made pretentious 
claims to originality of thought...  They wanted to acquire by fair 
means and foul all the techniques of the ancient world to serve 
their practical interests.” Ashrams and the large buildings which 
succeeded them produced numerals, around 300 B.C., that were 
incorrectly attributed since to Arabia - and the decimal system - 
which, according to Montwani, “are India's gift to the world”. 
“Pythagorean Law was known many centuries before Pythagoras 
                                                
90 Fletcher, Basil, Universities in the Modern World, Pergamon, Oxford, 
1968. 
91 Motwani, Kewal, Science and Society in India. Foundations Of Planning, 
Bombay, 1945.  
 
 
53 
 
propounded it...  The chemical excellence of cast iron was known 
in... 600 B.C. Chemical industries, such as dyeing, tanning, glass, 
cement, soap-making, were developed long before the Christian 
era.” 
 
d) “Progress minded” 
 
Despite much dispute about “when and where” universities 
started, there seems, however, more consensus about the “why”.  
The institution was usually established as an alternative, or 
innovator of some kind, which tended to question prevailing 
wisdom and authority rather than support it. According to 
Mukerjee, 92  science “began in India with a contempt and 
repudiation of India's spiritual and cultural values”. Such research 
succeeds when “progress-minded” rather than indulging in 
“narrow specialism” and superstition. According to Motwani, “eras 
of cultural change” resulted from India’s early “scientific 
investigations and achievements”, bringing about a “dynamic 
social equilibrium”. 
 
Patterson says the intellectual training which emerged in Greece 
was “a questioning system of thought”. “The belief in reason [as in 
original] rather than authoritative dogma as a basis of education 
was first taken up by the Sophists.  Socrates also opposed the 
traditional ‘learning’ and taught instead by question, his intention 
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being to lead men to clear thinking...” Capes said, in 1877,93 that 
the early Sophists “startled the world with revolutionary maxims; 
they undermined the faith in the moral standards and the local 
institutions of each country, by appealing to a wider experience or 
conclusions drawn from varied data. They were the 
Encyclopaedists of their age, the Apostles of enlightenment, who 
set aside authority and advanced the claims of reason.” 
 
Nakosteen describes “creative centuries” of early Muslim 
education that “encouraged debates, experimentation, and 
individualism” long before the curriculum “became formal, fixed, 
traditional, religious, dogmatic, backward-looking”. The system 
“was in its early stages rather spontaneous and free, encouraging 
individuals to pursue learning and inspire others to 
enlightenment...”94   
 
And just as Nakosteen’s book tries to dispel the notion of early 
universities beholden to Islam so does A History of the University in 
Europe in the case of Christ.“ Recent historical studies clearly show 
that the theory that the imperial authorities intervened directly in 
higher education from the twelfth century onwards must be 
rejected,” Nardi writes.95 Ecclesiastical circles had close links to the 
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study of theology and law, but otherwise, “the way the schools 
were organised did not make for closer official relations, for they 
flourished at a time when the institutional location of education 
was less important than the personality of a teacher able to 
attract a group of pupils willing to follow him anywhere.” Church 
and university often clashed, for example when various 12th 
Century religious councils banned monks from studying medicine 
and civil law after these students had pronounced religious vows. 
 
e) “Enriching” society? 
 
Rüegg96 says most scholars now share the view of Classen97 who 
said, “From the very beginning, education was subject to the 
tension between the fundamental and primary impulse to seek the 
truth and the desire of many persons to acquire practical training. 
Conversely, without really wanting to do so, the schools formed 
the new academic stratum and changed the whole structure of 
society, enriching it and making it more complex.” He then 
suggests that if the university had been just a “corporate body 
serving only material interests and freedoms it would have shared 
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the fate of other medieval institutions and long since 
disappeared.”98 Rüegg argues: 
 
“The heart of the university is the ill-famed ivory tower; its 
manifest function is to provide for the Aristotelian bios 
theoretikos, intellectual training for its own sake. That its 
latent function is the preparation of professional experts 
for practical affairs, for the development of the bios 
praktikos, for which there is such a great demand, 
cannot belie the fact – indeed it confirms it – of the social 
value of the pure striving for knowledge.” 
 
University histories describe periods of rising and ebbing power, as 
the institution and its leading players either challenge the State 
and industry with radical new ideas or become subservient. Some 
modern commentators argue that at few periods in its long history 
has the institution been so weak as now; with its raison d’etre 
fading to the extent of threatening its very existence. 
 
Most recent focus has been on a decline in “humanities” studies, 
the area most relevant to this thesis, so to divert resources into 
applied science disciplines that prop up the machinery of business 
and State. In an article in The Guardian headed The death of 
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universities, 99  the journalist and lecturer Eagleton starts with the 
question:  
 
“Are the humanities about to disappear from our 
universities?” Then he describes such as question as 
absurd. “It would be like asking whether alcohol is about 
to disappear from pubs, or egoism from Hollywood. Just 
as there cannot be a pub without alcohol, so there 
cannot be a university without the humanities. If history, 
philosophy and so on vanish from academic life, what 
they leave in their wake may be a technical training 
facility or corporate research institute. But it will not be a 
university in the classical sense of the term...” 
 
A similar debate over whether governments should continue 
funding the arts is happening in New Zealand, especially 
concerning the University of Canterbury. Modern universities of 
course, unlike predecessors in the forest ashrams of India, have a 
growing vulnerability in reliance on funding to support large 
campus complexes and their administrative staff. Earthquakes in 
2010 and 2011 damaged many of Canterbury’s buildings and 
some students subsequently moved away from the city. 
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f) “Big bang” 
 
 
In theoretical terms, the earthquake’s longer-term effects might be 
considered using Kitamura and Cummings’ idea 100  of the “Big 
Bang”, or a “profound international and domestic crisis that 
instigates a reform movement...” at a university. To make change 
work, the movement needed “skilful leadership ‘from above’”. 
Discussing this theory, Altbach 101  argues that more dramatic 
reforms have been produced by the Big Bang approach with 
State intervention than by initiatives within universities themselves, 
although “the initiative of the government may be dissipated or 
distorted as it is put into practice by the universities”. 
 
Aspects of the Big Bang theory seem relevant to New Zealand 
Government actions post-earthquakes. Treasury papers, obtained 
by The Press in June 2013,102  revealed that senior analysts had 
recommended that future investment becomes focused on 
facilities for engineering and science. These suggestions were in 
line with a document by the Ministry of Education and the Tertiary 
Education Commission in 2012 saying funding priorities would be in 
facilities “that will make a positive difference to New Zealand’s 
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and Canterbury’s economy” and institutions would be supported 
“to build on areas of strength that are economically important 
such as engineering and agriculture.” 
 
In early 2013, the university proposed cutting three of its arts 
courses – Theatre and Film Studies, American Studies and Cultural 
Studies – but in June announced the College of Arts would retain 
all current programmes while only staff who wanted to leave 
would be made redundant. A longer-term restructuring review by 
the university’s vice-chancellor, Dr Rod Carr, is underway. 
 
Nearly a decade and a half ago, this pressure to fund economic 
outcomes alone was discussed in New Zealand, by Jones, Galvin 
and Woodhouse in their paper Universities as Critic and 
Conscience of Society: The Role of Academic Freedom.103  “A 
major driving force at present is grant funding success, and this in 
turn drives staff away from unglamorous areas, which by definition 
tend to be unfundable. This is a major factor in the sciences, and 
may be a pertinent, if unintentional, factor in downgrading the 
role of critic and conscience of society.” The paper says that 
academics may be diverted from their favoured line of research 
and channelled into 'trendy' or 'hot' areas of investigation “with 
the sole intent of money-making for the employing institution”. 
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According to Eagleton in his Guardian article, quoted above, 
scholars have become more submissive in the past few decades: 
“Since Margaret Thatcher, the role of academia has been to 
service the status quo, not challenge it in the name of justice, 
tradition, imagination, human welfare, the free play of the mind or 
alternative visions of the future.” In the United States, similar 
concerns have been expressed. “When was the last time a 
college or university president produced an edgy piece of 
commentary, or took a daring stand on a contentious matter?” 
the writer Scott Sherman said in the March 11-18, 2013 edition of 
New York’s The Nation Magazine. 104 “In May 1943, James B. 
Conant, the president of Harvard University, published an essay in 
The Atlantic Monthly, titled Wanted: American Radicals. Conant 
was on the lookout for “a group of modern radicals in the 
American tradition,” whose ideas would encompass Thoreau and 
Whitman, Emerson and Marx, and would be “lusty in wielding the 
axe against the root of inherited privilege...”  In those days, 
Sherman said, “college and university presidents did not limit their 
activities to fundraising, schmoozing, paper-pushing and 
administration. They had access to bully pulpits, and they 
occupied them.” Quoting Hacker and Dreifus105, he said university 
leaders were once “sculptors of society”. Now they are “chiefly 
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technocrats, agile climbers who reach the top without making too 
many enemies or mistakes”. 
 
Funding alone does not seem to explain the great reluctance of 
universities to speak out about societal issues such as Conant’s 
“inherited privilege” or the West’s involvement in “hidden wars”.  
There are universities, of course, where, for various reasons, lack of 
money is not an issue.  
 
One answer might be found in a wealth of papers from the 1970s 
calling for further integration into mainstream society and more 
State control. The Academy sensed, it seems from these studies, a 
public backlash against universities after student protests the 
previous decade during the civil rights movement and Vietnam 
War.  For example, chancellors, professors and university directors 
from eight countries met in Colorado’s Aspen Institute for 
Humanistic Studies in 1973, supported by the International Council 
for Educational Development (ICED), to discuss the topic: Can 
Higher Education Recapture Public Support?”106 The seminar was 
led by the chairman of New York-based ICED, James Perkins, who 
reflected that major wars, both international and domestic, such 
as the Civil War had previously “shaken our country out of its 
lethargy” and provided a boost for universities. This did not seem to 
be the case in the 1970s when “there is a worldwide malaise in 
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that the future looks less bright than the past”. According to the 
official report of the seminar107, participants mooted forming new 
management boards that would combine groups of universities 
and the State:  
 
“The values of co-ordinating systems... are not only that 
they can respond better to the demand for 
accountability, but... by giving up some degree of 
autonomy to the system, individual members can be 
guaranteed ultimately more independence than they 
would functioning in isolation.” 
 
A British version of this proposal came in 1974, in a book by 
Education Professor Roy Niblett.108 It followed “working parties” of 
professors and administrators in the United Kingdom discussing the 
future of the institution; meetings which were funded by the 
Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust. Niblett argues that universities 
must develop to become:  
 
“...places of personal and civilising education for an 
actual and living society... An enlightened state, an 
enlightened local education authority, an enlightened 
religious denomination, may give an institution of higher 
education almost, if not quite, all the freedom it can 
                                                
107 Ibid. 
108 Niblett, W. Roy, Universities Between Two Worlds, University of 
London Press, 1974. 
63 
 
use... But on occasion they [universities] may need, and 
should be able to come under, an umbrella which is the 
joint and conscious property of all those institutions.”  
 
The question is - whether or not the modern Western university had 
its origins in India, Egypt, Greece, Europe or elsewhere - has it lost 
its long-established power to create “eras of cultural change”, in 
Motwani’s words, and transformed into a place of “civilising 
education”, in Nibletts?  Should it be regarded as one of Louw’s 
“power elites” that are born, then mature in hegemony and 
dominance, resist hybridisations... and die?  Has a post-Vietnam 
War backlash, after students challenged the status quo, further 
distanced universities from disciplines that confront, such as 
journalism, and ruled out Louw’s “syntheses that take place along 
the way”?  
 
5. A vacuum of institutional support? 
 
When considering inadequacies discussed above about both the 
Academy and fourth estate, it is difficult not to take a pessimistic 
view on the chances of better public understanding of the West 
Papuan conflict. Neither the mainstream media nor universities 
have lived up to their potential of “enlightenment” on 
controversies that require in-depth research and analysis and 
consequently each institution has failed the issue. We are left with 
what Cottle describes as an “absence of the world’s news media” 
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in covering hidden wars. We are also left with Australasian 
journalists - such as Birnbauer, Hager, Stephenson and Booth 
above  -  who expect more.  
 
The names Bernstein and Woodward are so closely linked to the 
United States’ Watergate scandal of the 1970s that it could be said 
there is a common stereotype about them. It seems in many 
commentaries that reporters since then have not measured up to 
these two crusading journalists, who were courageous enough to 
take on the government of the most powerful country in the world. 
The Harry Ransom Centre at the University of Texas, Austin, which 
stores and exhibits the Watergate papers including the journalists’ 
notebooks lionises the two by saying; “Between 1972 and 1976 Bob 
Woodward and Carl Bernstein emerged as two of the most 
famous journalists in America and became forever identified as 
the reporters who broke the biggest story in American politics.”109  
 
In May 1973 Woodward and Bernstein won a journalism Pulitzer 
Prize for their public service in uncovering the Watergate scandal; 
revealing how the Nixon administration had broken into the 
Democratic National Convention to plant listening devices. In 2012 
and 2013, on the 40th anniversaries of the break-in and scandal, 
many new on-line forums took the opportunity to attack current 
mainstream journalists for not living up to the Woodward and 
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Bernstein standard. For example, Town Hall Magazine, part of the 
large United States conservative media organisation Salem 
Communications, suggested modern journalists, in comparison, 
were too liberal and lazy. 110   It asked the rhetorical question, 
“Where are today’s Woodward and Bernstein? If there are cover-
ups and improprieties will the liberal media prove as courageous 
and diligent in surfacing the truth on a candidate they personally 
support?”  
 
But a follow-up question should be asked; are the journalists too 
“liberal” and unmotivated or do they have fewer outlets for their 
investigative talents? New Zealand investigative journalist 
Stephenson was quoted above, for example, describing a lack of 
space being provided for in-depth articles in today’s press, 
creating a danger that the public would lose an appetite for 
substantial local news. Hager said commercialism of news 
organisations combined with the country’s small size made it 
unusual for editors to support investigative journalism. 
 
Stephenson and Hager could be described as New Zealand’s 
most successful current investigative reporters and yet neither has 
institutional backing and both are self-funded. There would be 
more of their kind, perhaps, with institutional support. 
 
                                                
110 Paulson, Terry, Where are Today’s Woodward and Bernstein?, Town 
Hall Magazine (online) July 2, 2012, 
http://townhall.com/columnists/terrypaulson/2012/07/02/where_are_todays_
woodward_and_bernstein/page/full; 
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6. Research journalism 
 
According to Machin and Niblock,111 “A new breed of journalism 
scholar is arriving on the scene: one who is attempting to find an 
accommodation between these [university and newsroom] 
schools of thought... Journalism education and research are no 
longer seen as anathema to good practice...” They said while the 
views of sociologists and historians about the news media were 
often quite different from those of journalists themselves, “the 
traditional separation between those who practice news 
journalism and those who theorise about it is beginning to close”.  
 
In Journalism as Practice, Borden says that although “for-profit 
corporations” distributed the vast majority of news, “charitable 
foundations, educational institutions, and non-profit companies 
have had good results with alternative ownership models”. Louw’s 
concept of “organic intellectualism” could, arguably, include the 
examples Borden gives of innovative models. Borden writes of 
universities owning newspapers in Manchester, New Hampshire as 
well as Columbia, Missouri.  
 
Journalism at universities is suggested also in the Finkelstein 
report,112 which recommends that “...universities could be funded 
                                                
111 Machin, David and Niblock, Sarah, News Production. Theory and 
Practice, Routledge, London and New York, 2006. 
112 Finkelstein, The Hon. R. QC and Ricketson, Prof. M, Report of the 
Independent Inquiry Into the Media and Media Regulation, 
http://www.dbcde.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/146994/Report-of-
67 
 
to be sources of local and accountability journalism. They could 
be funded to provide faculty positions for individual journalists and 
so could become laboratories for experiments in innovative ways 
of gathering and sharing news”. 
 
At the Media, Investigative Journalism and Technology 
Conference at AUT University in Auckland in December 2010, 
Birnbauer said he believed universities were the key to such 
laboratories being set-up in Australia and New Zealand:  
 
“With traditional newsroom resources thinning due to 
budget and staffing constraints, two ideas are proposed 
to bolster the amount of in-depth reporting in Australia 
and New Zealand. Journalists and journalism educators 
should lobby politicians, especially the Australian 
independents and Greens, to press for tax deductibility 
for donations to investigative reporting centres and 
funds.  Secondly, university journalism schools might 
establish and fund a centre that produces investigative 
journalism using supervised students across multiple 
campuses working on collaborative projects.”113 
 
                                                                                                    
the-Independent-Inquiry-into-the-Media-and-Media-Regulation-web.pdf, 
p468. 
113 Birnbauer, Bill, Building the non-profit road:Investigative lessons and 
models from otherplaces http://www.pmc.aut.ac.nz/content/mijt-2010-
conference-papers-and-proceedings 
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It is possible, but too soon to know, that major societal progress 
might result. Founding Professor of Journalism at Melbourne’s 
Monash University, Chris Nash uses the example of the abolition of 
slavery in the Americas as an example114 where both scholarly and 
popular histories combined to change public opinion and he 
claims “most published history [about slavery] was not produced 
as an academic endeavour”. 
 
He says that journalism is: 
 
 “...necessarily an interdisciplinary activity, as indeed most 
disciplines are. To be able to interrogate and report on 
the state of affairs in a field, eg environmental 
degradation, military conflict, economic activity, 
parliamentary politics, sport, etc, journalism has to be 
familiar with the structure and processes of that field, and 
the criteria and procedures for verification of truth claims 
made in that field or discipline”.   
 
If it was to operate at the “higher level of academic research 
practice”, journalism had to be able to calibrate itself against the 
state of scholarship in the relevant field, according to Nash.  “That 
is not to say that journalism becomes a subset of the relevant 
                                                
114 Nash, Chris, Journalism as Research, August 12, 2013, 
http://profiles.arts.monash.edu.au/chris-nash/journalism-as-research/ 
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discipline, nor a mere exercise in popular communication on 
behalf of elements in that discipline: journalism as such is always 
an independent interrogation and evaluation on behalf of the 
public and not on behalf of vested interests.”   
 
To what extent is the lack of an effective voice for communicating 
the West Papuan conflict caused by the on-going disconnect 
between academia and journalism? Are there others besides 
Birnbauer and Nash of Monash University making efforts to bridge 
this gap? Also, what serious practical difficulties are there in 
covering West Papua due to the current vacuum of effective 
Western institutional support for investigation? These are among 
the key questions for this thesis. 
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A LIST OF RESEARCH QUESTIONS 
 
1. What possible structural restraints are there in an international 
context to publicising the conflict in West Papua? 
 
2. What localised and external practical restraints exist? For example: 
 
- Danger to journalists covering the conflict. 
- A focus by New Zealand media outlets on Europe and America as 
news sources rather than on neighbours such as West Papua. 
- Censorship of domestic media by the Indonesian Government. 
- Reluctance by New Zealand and Australian governments to 
publicise the issue.  
- Lack to effective alternatives to mainstream media in covering the 
conflict in Australasia ie by social media, NGOs and academia. 
 
3.  How might these restraints be overcome by changes in 
methodology; for example via new types of media outlets, 
synergies and technologies? 
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METHODOLOGY...  from a theoretical perspective 
 
Methodology, in this thesis, is more than a blueprint for research, it 
is among the key research questions. The discussion below 
attempts in four subheadings to compare traditional 
methodologies - of both journalism and academic research - 
relevant to “restraints on reporting conflict in West Papua” as well 
as new synergies between the two. 
Also, this thesis includes research journalism as one component in 
the form of a feature article alleging a New Zealand role in the 
West Papuan conflict – which has been submitted for possible 
mainstream media publication. Inclusion of the attached article 
does not imply research journalism is the only way of publicising 
“hidden issues” such as West Papua. Rather it is a tangible, and 
relatively insignificant, example to show how new methodologies 
and ways of thinking may help fill a critical intellectual void.  
1. Parallels between academic research and journalism   
Interdisciplinary research, in other words efforts to compare and 
blend disciplines as a way of initiating new realms of knowledge, is 
a common topic within science and has led, for example, to a 
special committee set up nearly 10 years ago by the United States 
National Science Foundation (NSF) to help cross scientific 
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borders.115  According to the NSF website, interdisciplinary research 
is: 
  
“...a mode of research by teams or individuals that 
integrates  information, data, techniques, tools, 
perspectives, concepts and/or theories from two or more 
disciplines or bodies of specialised knowledge to 
advance fundamental understanding or to solve 
problems whose solutions are beyond the scope of a 
single discipline or area of research practices.”116   
 
 No quote found in this research more appropriately appears to 
sum up the problem of a lack of coverage of the West Papuan 
conflict or offers a greater possibility of a solution. And yet, unlike in 
science, it is only in very recent years that interdisciplinary research 
in respect to seeking common cause between journalism and 
academic disciplines has become regarded as a possible 
practice. Just as shared methods and understandings have been 
found between sciences that have led to new synergies, so 
perhaps can this occur in other fields of knowledge; if academics 
can be persuaded to regard journalists as worthy partners. 
 
                                                
115 See: 
http://www.nsf.gov/od/iia/additional_resources/interdisciplinary_research/d
efinition.jsp and 
http://www.nsf.gov/od/iia/additional_resources/interdisciplinary_research/fa
qs.jsp  
116 “Interdisciplinary Research”, Frequently Asked Questions, United States, 
National Science Foundation website, 
http://www.nsf.gov/od/iia/additional_resources/interdisciplinary_research/fa
qs.jsp 
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Machin and Niblock have an optimistic view on this, saying 
recognition is emerging “of the parallel aims and motivations of 
journalists and academics that we should build on”.117 These are:  
 
• The desire to step out of ‘society’ in order to scrutinise its 
foundations and practices; 
• The desire to provide fresh insights and generate original 
material; 
• The desire to challenge the status quo; 
• The desire to conduct research that is accurate, 
balanced and ethical. 
 
They say “journalists and academics are united in a mission to 
improve upon practice”, but previously, the “vocabulary and 
working methods of the academic study of journalism have been 
delimited by fore-closed methodologies and, at worst, an inbuilt 
mistrust of the news industry”. 
 
Nash, too,118 sees hope too for a new scholarship of journalism 
methodology:  
 
“Research is defined as the creation of new knowledge 
and/or the use of existing knowledge in a new and 
                                                
117 Machin, David and Niblock, Sarah, News Production. Theory and 
Practice, Routledge, London and New York, 2006, pp179-180. 
118 Nash, Chris, Journalism as Research, August 12, 2013, 
http://profiles.arts.monash.edu.au/chris-nash/journalism-as-research/ 
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creative way so as to generate new concepts, 
methodologies and understandings. This could include 
synthesis and analysis of previous research to the extent 
that it leads to new and creative outcomes... Journalism 
is a research practice.  It is also a craft, a profession, an 
aesthetic practice, a communication practice and 
mostly is produced and received in an industrialised and 
commercialised context.” 
 
 He argues that journalism is not alone in combining such attributes: 
areas of academic study such as the law, health-sciences, 
education and history, the visual arts, architecture and music are 
others that “readily spring to mind as comparable”.  
 
Each profession/discipline could be of interest to other disciplines, 
but fundamentally it must also be a discipline “unto itself”, Nash 
says. “Most practice in the professions is not intended to and will 
not create new knowledge for scholarship, nor will it in journalism; 
but that is not the point.  The point is to establish the basis and 
criteria for enquiry in those disciplines such that it will constitute 
scholarly research practice, to be assessed and validated as such 
by peers.” 
 
Nash’s paper follows others in recent years which have debated 
fundamental analogies between the Academy and fourth estate. 
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Ward, for example, in his paper Truth and Objectivity119 discusses 
how they have key issues in common in the search for knowledge. 
His study focuses mainly on changes, over time, to what Ward 
defines as the “pillars” or “fundamental principles” of journalism, ie; 
“truth” and “objectivity”, but he touches also on challenges in the 
defining of the two “pillars” both in academic research and 
journalism. For example, when examining “truth”, Ward says 
philosophers have offered theories for truth in terms of “realism”… 
“the coherence of ideas”, “well-justified belief” or “successful 
prediction”. He describes Plato and Aristotle as “realists” and says 
the realist idea of beliefs “fitting” the world is a natural attitude to 
take towards questions of truth and falsity.  
 
“Truth is a presupposition for embarking on study,” Ward says. 
“One inquires about phenomena x to find out some truths about 
x.” Ward includes academic researchers such as himself, as well as 
journalists, when he says, “We need to adopt the goal of truth to 
make sense of inquiry’s adherence to epistemological objectivity.” 
He seems to imply also that both mainstream media and scholarly 
“truth-seeking” can cause societal change, or at least a change in 
perceptions by members of a community, when he says, “…the 
distinction between truth and falsity, and the idea of truth-
conducive methods, are needed to make other crucial 
distinctions such as the difference between accuracy and 
                                                
119 Ward, Stephen J A, Truth and Objectivity in Wilkins, Lee and Christians, 
Clifford G. (editors), Handbook of Mass Media Ethics, Routledge, New 
York and London, 2009. 
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inaccuracy, biased and unbiased, rational persuasion and 
propaganda. If one really believed that all standards and 
methods were based only on social conventions, then why 
inquire.” 
 
Ward says the original notion of news objectivity was first espoused 
by North American print journalists in the early 1900s but it was not 
until after the First World War that it arrived as “an explicit common 
term”. “The idea of objectivity as testing interpretations existed in 
many domains.”  Scientists faced “the objective test of facts, logic 
and coherence with other knowledge” while objective 
interpretation or “interpretive sufficiency” grounded a basic 
method of qualitative research in the social sciences. 
 
In comparison, in Borden’s Journalism as Practice 120 , science, 
teaching and journalism are cited as examples of “intellectual 
practices”. She says both science and journalism “require 
acceptance of a certain way of knowing or epistemology”.  Each, 
in its own sphere, was engaged in seeking and sharing an 
authoritative account of the “truth”. Also each “intellectual 
practice” demanded “certain methodological procedures” and 
writing conventions that enacted its epistemology, as well as 
“gate-keeping procedures that enforce that epistemology; and 
procedures for accepting the authority of that epistemology”. 
 
                                                
120 Borden, Sandra L, Journalism as Practice: MacIntyre, Virtue Ethics and 
the Press, Routledge, New York and London, 2010. 
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 Borden teams up with Bowers in a paper headed Ethical Tensions 
in News Making: What Journalism Has in Common With Other 
Professions121, which presents parallels between the academy and 
journalism in terms of “ethical tensions”. These are listed as: “the 
tension between attachment and disinterest; the tension between 
authority and fallibility; the tension between autonomy and 
accountability; the tension between individual and community 
and the tension between procedure and substance”.  They say 
that underlying all such tensions is the “peculiar nature of 
professional power, its uses and abuses”.  
 
A key parallel with academia that Borden and Bowers identify is 
the tension between authority and fallibility, as both can be 
morally evaluated on “epistemic responsibility”, i.e. whether they 
use “good enough standards” to know what they claim to know.  
Professionals often vouched for claims on the basis of expertise - 
grounded in study or objective reporting procedures - but risked 
looking self-serving if not acknowledging mistakes or the fact that 
non-professionals sometimes had the answers.  
 
2. Incompatibilities  
 
Borden and Bowers go on to say that while journalists had much in 
common with academics in regard to “tensions”, scholars were 
                                                
121 Borden, Sandra and Bowers, Peggy, Ethical Tensions in News Making: 
What Journalism Has in Common With Other Professions, in Wilkins, Lee 
and Christians, Clifford G. (editors), Handbook of Mass Media Ethics, 
Routledge, New York and London, 2009. 
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“more comfortable than journalists about stating the limitations of 
their research methods and even acknowledging the underlying 
assumptions of their work”.  Rather than compare science and 
journalism, as Borden does in Journalism as Practice, Ettema and 
Glasser 122  describe press reporting, and especially investigative 
journalism as a kind of art, perfected not so much by “skills taught 
in textbooks” but experience. “That mastery, we argue is not a 
matter of rule-bound objectivity but of ‘mature subjectivity’…. 
subjectivity aged by encounters with, and regard for, the facts of 
the world.” They say the relationship between skilled investigative 
journalists and their readers or audiences was “not so very 
different” from other professionals such as architects, doctors and 
lawyers interpreting to their clients. All professional practices had 
an “irreducible element of art” in which they framed each 
problem in a way that “renders its complexities and uncertainties 
understandable and manageable”.   
 
Investigative journalists needed to learn to “creatively sustain a 
conversation with the situation”, Ettema and Glasser argue.  The 
objectivity of daily journalism, for example, may be reducible to a 
set of rules - lead with an important fact, quote official sources 
and so on - but this textbookish objectivity is insufficient for the 
investigative reporter who is, as one is quoted as saying, “trying to 
find out what’s true”. Modern journalism failed, according to 
                                                
122 Ettema, James S and Glasser, Theodore, L Glasser, Guardians of 
Conscience, Columbia University Press, New York, 1998. 
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Ettema and Glasser, because it did not provide enough “socially 
engaged and morally meaningful forms of news”.   
 
Schudson123  extends the discussion about limitations further than 
Ettema and Glasser, or Borden and Bowers, by saying journalism “is 
not a perfect vessel for the truth”. He refers to Lippmann who in 
1920 “believed journalism did not have the intellectual resources 
to present an accurate picture of the world” (in Schudsons’ 
words).  Lippmann hoped for significant changes to the 
mainstream media in which “entities outside journalism” in 
government, universities and private organisations, called by 
Lippmann “political observatories” would provide reliable research 
reports for reporters to relay to the public. 
 
The dearth of serious public debate on many issues, caused by 
Lippmann’s deficiency in “intellectual resources” or a failure of 
managerial philosophical commitment, according to Booth, has 
been attributed by others to the lack of “media-savvy” academics.  
In 1997, a former chief science advisor to United States President 
Bill Clinton, Professor Neal F Lane, said124 scientists had “never been 
trained in how to talk to the public and were therefore hesitant to 
face the media”. "For 45 years or so, we didn't suggest that it was 
very important," Lane said. "In fact, we said quite the other thing." 
                                                
123 Schudson, Michael, Bordon, Sandra and Bowers, Peggy, Factual 
Knowledge in The Age of Truthiness, in Zelizer, Barbie, (editor), The 
Changing Faces of Journalism, Tabloidization, Technology and Truthiness,  
Routledge, New York and London, 2009 
124 Mooney, Chris, On issues like global warming and evolution, scientists 
need to speak up, Washington Post, January 3, 2010. 
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In A Field Guide for Science Writers125, Blum, Knudson and Henig 
say, “To the uncomprehending, the pronouncements of scientists 
can sound as opaque as the muttered spells of magicians, and 
the workings of scientific technology resemble, as the French say 
of the law, a machine that cannot move without crushing 
someone.”  
 
In 1994, Gascoigne and Metcalfe in Incentives and Impediments 
to Scientists Communicating through the Media: A Preliminary 
Report 126   attributed this divergence between science and 
journalism more to suspicion than methodology.  Their paper for 
Australia’s Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research 
Organisation (CSIRO) was based on data collected from 178 
scientists in “focus groups” in five capital cities and a mail 
questionnaire. The authors divided the scientists into two groups - 
those who had participated in media skills training courses and 
those who had not.  “Inexperienced media performers generally 
had a far more negative view of the media than those with 
experience in the media. They essentially distrusted the media and 
doubted its potential to help their science.” Comments from such 
scientists included: “The media see scientists as people that can 
be exploited purely for notoriety”, “you can fall into the media’s 
                                                
125 Blum, Deborah, Knudson, Mary, Henig, Robin Marantz (editors), A 
Field Guide for Science Writers, Second Edition, Oxford University Press, 
2006. 
126Gascoigne, Thomas H and Metcalfe, Jennifer E. Metcalfe, Incentives and 
Impediments To Scientists 
Communicating Through the Media: A Preliminary Report, Commonwealth 
Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO), Canberra, 1994. 
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game of trying to catch you out,” and “stories are trivialised to the 
point where any information content is removed”.  But, according 
to Gascoigne and Metcalfe, most of the experienced media 
performers reported positive interactions with the media, 
especially with senior reporters or science and technology writers. 
 
In 2010, Washington Post science writer Chris Mooney127 argued 
that the gulf between scientific research and journalism was 
widening, however, due to decline in the number of specialist 
science writers and that this had potential for significant harm.  
“Scientific training continues to turn out researchers who speak in 
careful nuances and with many caveats, in a language aimed at 
their peers, not at the media or the public. Many scientists can 
scarcely contemplate framing a simple media message for 
maximum impact; the very idea sounds unbecoming.” Mooney 
said there was no longer the “luxury” of avoiding talking to 
reporters and going on television. It meant key issues were being 
marginalised – for example, public belief in the life-threatening 
issue of global warming was in decline. “Last month, a Washington 
Post-ABC News poll found that 40 percent of Americans distrust 
what scientists say about the environment, a considerable 
increase from April 2007.” 
 
                                                
127 Mooney, Chris, On issues like global warming and evolution, scientists 
need to speak up, Washington Post, January 3, 2010. 
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A side-effect of this on-going disconnect between academic 
research and journalism was demonstrated locally by large 
earthquakes in Christchurch:  7.1 on September 4, 2010 and 6.3 on 
February 22, 2011. In a post-quake blogsite128, blog administrator 
Deb Donnell said, “The Christchurch Quake is nothing like any of us 
in Canterbury ever expected.” The comment is similar to others 
from the public, with letters to the editor and talk-back radio 
callers complaining of a lack of warning about any risk of a major 
earthquake in Christchurch. 
 
Some university studies did warn of such a risk, for example a 
Master of Science thesis by Bina Aruna Singh in 2006: GIS Based 
Assessment of Seismic Risk for the Christchurch CBD and Mount 
Pleasant, New Zealand, 129  which included the probability of 
deaths in the central business district.  
  
A New Zealand journalist and international scholar, David Cohen, 
argues that it is not only academic papers, but university life in 
general which has cut itself off from popular media.130 Cohen has 
worked as a writer for university newspapers and magazines and in 
the University of Indonesia. In his book: Welcome to the Campus of 
Struggle, Dispatches from the International Academic Front, 1999-
                                                
128 http://www.cafereflections.com/debdonnell.html; 
129 Singh, Bina Aruna, GIS Based Assessment of Seismic Risk for the 
Christchurch CBD and Mount Pleasant, New Zealand, thesis presented for a 
Master of Science, Canterbury University, 2006. 
http://ir.canterbury.ac.nz/handle/10092/1302; 
130 Cohen, David, Welcome to the Campus of Struggle, Dunmore Press, 
2004. 
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2004, he lists interesting and news-worthy aspects of higher 
education from around the world and says, “Yet here’s the funny 
thing. While hundreds of new books  are published each year 
gathering together journalistic work dealing with numerous themes 
– along with thousands of new titles devoted to academic 
subjects – there has until now been virtually nothing bringing 
together the two disciplines. Well, perhaps it’s not so funny: it’s 
dismal.”  
 
Over the years he had been dismayed “at how frustrating it is to 
locate popularly published information and data” on university life 
“even though the world of higher education is far vaster, more 
important and yes, global, than travel, music or allegedly 
humorous writings, areas where collections of published work are a 
dime a dozen”. 
 
3. The gulf in terms of writing techniques 
 
Although Cohen does not say it, one reason why there has been 
“virtually nothing bringing together the two disciplines” in books 
could be a major clash in writing styles. Differences between 
academic writing and journalism have been alluded to in previous 
sections where, in some instances it seems, practitioners on each 
side have comprehensively dismissed the other largely because of 
style rather than content. An example is Gawenda, the former 
editor-in-chief of The Age, of Melbourne, when he said the official 
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Finkelstein report proposing a new Australian over-sight institution 
for the media, “read like a media thesis, full of elitist theory but out 
of touch with mainstream Australia”.  
 
Ritzer and Ryan, also discussed above, seem rooted in the 
scholarly world they inhabit, and as narrow-minded as Gawenda, 
by summing up the mainstream media by their theoretical 
concept “Nothing”. There is an underlying argument in their work 
that the media could be dismissed because its language differs 
from their in-depth scholarly papers. 
  
Earlier as well, this thesis reviews Louw’s notion of “power elites”, in 
which “the survival of each elite hinges upon maintaining its own 
preferred organizational and discursive style...” (and persuading 
the non-elite to accept and use them)”. It is interesting to view 
common “rules” governing both scholarly Western writing styles 
and journalese through Louw’s lens. 
 
In both practices there is a rigidity of writing styles, so that the claim 
to be saying something meaningful sometimes rests on relatively 
minor genre conventions. A number of “writing a thesis” guide-
books and papers from the United Kingdom, the United States, 
Australia and New Zealand were studied in the preparation of this 
one. Prominent in the lists of writing requirements is that a thesis 
should, in general, avoid the first and second person. Out of the 
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guidelines consulted, this rule is summed up in the most concise 
and simple way by the Massey University website131 which says: 
  
 “Traditional academic writing discourages the use of first 
or second person (‘I’, ‘we’, ‘you’, etc.). This is because it 
does not sound objective. Instead, it sounds as though 
you have only a very limited, personal view of the issue 
you are discussing, rather than a view of the broader 
picture. First and second person pronouns can also make 
your work less concise. Academic training requires 
students to consider all aspects of a topic, from a range 
of viewpoints. It also requires students to state general 
claims and then prove each claim by providing solid 
evidence from a range of sources.”  
 
But it is common also to find examples of the journalism “power 
elite” being equally if not more prescriptive and conservative in 
Louw’s “discursive style”.  The structure of most news stories 
appears little-changed in decades – rules remain in newsrooms, for 
example, that the intro or first sentence must be 25 words or less, 
that long words are avoided, quotes should be short and spread 
throughout the article and the most newsworthy facts are needed 
at the top. News agencies are typically the most conservative and 
                                                
131 Online Writing and Learning Link (OWLL), 1st vs.3rd Person, 
http://owll.massey.ac.nz/academic-writing/1st-vs-3rd-person.php, October 
25, 2012. 
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inflexible. Reuters’ Handbook of Journalism,132 updated on July 24, 
2013, in stipulating style for newsbreaks, for example, says they:  
 
“...should be no more than about 100 words or TWO or 
THREE paragraphs... A Newsbreak must contain the 
following elements:  The main facts, the source and the 
circumstances (e.g. the IBM chairman at a news 
conference) and the time element. Answer the ‘So 
what?’ question, i.e. it must put the news in its context. It 
must start telling the story by signalling significance, or 
giving comparisons, and include market reaction if this is 
immediately available.”  
   
And yet it is not unusual now for newspaper and other mainstream 
media domains to be leavened by reports that break some if not 
all of the old decrees, especially on editorial and feature pages, 
allowing diverse writing styles and particularly more first-hand 
accounts. There is some evidence133 these increased during the 
Vietnam War when Western reporters were not content to follow 
the political and military doctrines of their own countries - as 
                                                
132 Reuters Handbook of Journalism, The Drill for Breaking News, 
http://handbook.reuters.com/?title=The_Drill_for_Breaking_News; 
133 See for example: http://truth11.com/tag/gonzo-journalism/, Tuosto, 
Kylie, The Grunt Truth of Embedded Journalism: The New Media Military 
Relationship, Stanford Journal of International Public Relations, Fall/Winter 
issue 2008 http://sjir.stanford.edu/pdf/journalism_real_final_v2.pdf; and 
MacMillan, David Victor, The King of Gonzo Journalism, November 15, 
2010 http://www.salem-news.com/articles/november152010/page-history-
dm.php 
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journalists had generally done when reporting World War Two and 
Korea. Because it was difficult for to gain a broader perspective by 
interviewing the North Vietnamese and Viet Cong, especially 
when most were embedded with United States and allied troops, 
several reporters resorted to first-person, eyewitness accounts that 
focussed on civilian casualties while almost completely ignoring 
the official line.  
 
This type of writing, which focused on the writer as an essential part 
of the story - even if merely an observer - was sometimes called 
“New Journalism”.134  At its most entertaining, and its most extreme 
in both flippancy and involvement of the journalist, it was called 
“Gonzo Journalism”, a name coined by Boston Globe editor Bill 
Cardoso after reading Hunter S. Thompson’s article about the 
Kentucky Derby in Scanlon's Monthly in 1970.135  However, most 
New Journalism in the United States in the 1960s and ‘70s was a 
serious attempt to make the discipline relevant to political 
controversy surrounding the nation at the time, not only the 
Vietnam War but also the cultural renaissance replacing traditions 
of art, music, and literature with much more experimental and 
alternative forms.  
 
                                                
134 Herwitt, Josh, The Gonzo Journalist: Hunter S. Thompson, Universal 
Journal, New York, The Association of Young Journalists and Writers, 
http://ayjw.org/articles.php?id=665000;                                
135 Thompson, Hunter, S. "The Kentucky Derby is Decadent and Depraved," 
Scanlons Monthly, June,1970. 
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The journalist and writer Tom Wolfe, who is commonly regarded as 
a pioneer of this movement, called it “Higher Journalism”.136  He 
saw the method as improving the standard of writing in 
newspapers by employing other forms of writing, and most 
specifically in his case, techniques usually found in literature, and 
especially novels, while at the same time injecting first-hand 
perspectives of journalism into American literature. Wolfe used the 
works of Ernest Hemingway in the 1920s and Jack Kerouac in the 
1940s and 1950s, as models when he sent his Esquire editor a 
narrative letter in 1963 in place of the expected traditional feature 
article, on the topic of “custom” or modified cars.137 After the 
article’s success, magazines such as the New York Herald Tribune 
Sunday edition and Esquire encouraged “new journalists” to apply 
literary devices that fiction authors incorporated into literature, 
including stream-of-consciousness, conversational speech, and 
the writers’ feelings and beliefs. 
 
It is obvious by reading a few modern magazines that journalists 
and/or publications have been generally unsuccessful in sustaining 
“higher journalism” styles. However, perhaps as a consequence of 
its Vietnam War roots, it features regularly in war reporting. One of 
those to use the technique often is Anthony Loyd of The Times: 
 
                                                
136 Wolfe, Tom, The Birth of 'The New Journalism'; Eyewitness Report by 
Tom Wolfe.  Participant Reveals Main Factors Leading to Demise of the 
Novel, Rise of New Style Covering Events, New York Magazine, February 
14, 1972.  
137 Wolfe, Tom, The Kandy-Kolored Tangerine-Flake Streamline Baby, 
Farrar, Staus & Giroux, New York, 1965.  
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“We talk a lot about spite in the heat of the night, seated cross-
legged on the apartment floor, barefoot, amid a cloud of 
cigarette smoke as fighting picks up outside. ’Kerrrump’ — the 
mortars usually start first, about an hour after dusk. ‘Duh-dum-duh-
dum- duh-dum’ — that will be the automatic grenade launcher. 
‘Crack’ — the rebel sniper a couple of blocks south of us is firing at 
the regime lines. And, wait for it . . . ‘buduhduduhduhduh’ — that is 
the regime firing back at him with a heavy machinegun.138  
 
It is far-removed from the traditionally-prescriptive writing style of a 
news article. 
 
METHODOLOGY FROM A CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE 
 
There is a wider and more important issue around methodology 
than writing practices and the other decrees of intrinsically-
Western disciplines. In his book The Savage Mind139  Levi-Strauss 
said: “Every civilisation tends to over-estimate the objective 
orientation of its thought…” More recently, New Zealand 
sociologist Stephanie Taylor wrote about Western conceptual 
“images” of indigenous Pacific cultures 140 : “The images which 
people hold will shape, and often limit, their understanding of 
                                                
138 Loyd, Anthony, Sitting out the night-time fighting in Syria, The Times, 
July 15, 2013, London. 
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/tto/news/world/middleeast/article3816478.ece 
139 Levi-Strauss, Claude, The Savage Mind: (La Pensee Sauvage), Oxford 
University Press, Oxford, 1966. 
140 Taylor, Stephanie, Pacific Images, a chapter in Maidment, Richard and 
Mackerras, Colin (Editors), Culture and Society in the Asia-Pacific, 
Routledge and the Open University, London, 1998. 
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places… To ‘see’ or ‘understand’ something inevitably involves 
drawing on ideas, and those are always limiting. People do not 
enter new situations as neutral observers but as interpreting 
machines equipped with the ideas and biases, the images, 
received from their social and cultural environments.” 
 
It is acknowledged this thesis is the poorer for its lack of West 
Papuan and Indonesian cultural perspectives and is written of 
course within a Western academic belief system which is no less 
ritualistic and no more valid or revealing than “images” held by 
people with a different “conceptual map”. 
 
METHODOLOGY IN PRACTICE IN THIS THESIS 
 
1. Inclusion of feature article and sidebars 
 
With the aim of exploring ways through this impasse and providing 
“an independent interrogation and evaluation on behalf of the 
public and not on behalf of vested interests” (as Nash described), 
albeit from a Western conceptual map, I have completed and 
attached a feature and sidebars on a New Zealand “community 
policing” training scheme for Indonesian police in West Papua. The 
articles will be discussed further in Findings and Discussion.   
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2.   Interviewing techniques 
 
Due to sparse reporting of the West Papuan conflict by New 
Zealand mainstream media and little self-analysis by journalists 
about this, a qualitative analysis of the reasons for this lack of 
coverage seemed more useful than any attempt, for example, at 
classifying and cataloguing specific media reports.  
 
The main method of enquiry was via semi-structured, one-on-one 
interviews with journalists, academics, human rights worker and 
others with experience of, or an interest in, West Papua.  Semi-
structured interviewing seeks to promote an “active, open-ended 
dialogue” in which the interviewer “still retains control of the terms 
of discussion”, according to a 1998 guide on academic 
interviewing by Deacon, Pickering, Golding and Murdoch.141  
 
 This fits the model of research journalism discussed elsewhere in 
the thesis and is preferred to more structured methods such as 
“self-completion questionnaires” and “standardised face-to-face 
interviews” as discussed by Deacon et al because of the risk such 
techniques may be viewed as officious and/or degrading by 
interviewees used to working on a daily basis in the semi-structured 
style.   
 
                                                
141 Deacon, David; Pickering, Michael; Golding, Peter; Murdock, Graham, 
Researching Communications, Arnold, London, 1998. 
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Semi-structured interviews are of course also more personal and 
therefore appropriate when interviewer and interviewee are 
known to each other. With the less structured interviewing 
technique, and the absence of standardised questions, it is 
deemed important in some academic guides to maintain the 
purpose and framework of research and seek balance by 
preparing interview guides in the form of a checklist pertinent to 
each interviewee. (I did list questions before each interview but 
did not show them to interviewees.)  
 
However, it has to be said that the above “textbook” descriptions 
of interviewing techniques may be adequate in many theses but 
barely scratch the surface when trying to describe the range of 
interviewing skills needed by experienced journalists. Deacon et 
al’s formal self-completion questionnaires and even semi-
structured interviews are inadequate for journalism research when 
the first aim is to seek a rapport and easy dialogue.  
 
As Ettema and Glasser 142  are quoted as saying previously, 
investigative journalism in particular is “a kind of art”, perfected not 
so much by “skills taught in textbooks” but experience. “That 
mastery, we [they] argue is not a matter of rule-bound objectivity 
but of ‘mature subjectivity’…. subjectivity aged by encounters 
with, and regard for, the facts of the world.”  
 
                                                
142 Ettema, James S and Glasser, Theodore, L Glasser, Guardians of 
Conscience, Columbia University Press, New York, 1998. 
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The ability to interview well is as much an expression of the art of 
journalism as is the ability to write. Deacon et al may seek to 
create scientific certainty but from a journalist’s perspective some 
of their suggestions approach the puerile and naive. Interviews for 
larger investigative stories may take many weeks to arrange and 
cover a wide range of interviewing and other practices, not least 
of which is establishing empathy and becoming known to 
interviewees. It entails hearing and understanding what is going on 
in people’s lives and responding to their thinking, while also 
retaining the thread of critical enquiry. It would not have been 
possible to interview the  number of people I did during the eight 
days of my visit to West Papua if I had not spent months 
beforehand doing this. 
 
Some interviews occurred during the Media, Investigative 
Journalism & Technology 2010 Conference at AUT University in 
Auckland on December 4 and 5, 2010, 
(http://www.ciri.org.nz/conference2/index.html) 
but most took place in West Papua, including through interpreters. 
Interviews via interpreters are indicated in the list below. 
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A LIST OF PEOPLE CONSULTED DURING THE RESEARCH 
 
a) At the Auckland investigative journalism conference 
 
Wendy Bacon, Director of the Australian Centre for Independent 
Journalism. 
December 5, 2010 (brief interview about her research journalism 
work during a tea-break at the conference during which I took 
shorthand notes).  
 
Bill Birnbauer, Senior Lecturer in Journalism, Monash University, 
Melbourne. 
December 4, 2010 (brief interview about the prospects of research 
journalism over a restaurant dinner during which I took shorthand 
notes. Several other conference participants were with us).   
 
Nick Chesterfield, Editor, West Papua Media Alerts. 
December 4 and 5, 2010 (met and chatted. No interview notes).  
 
Kayt Davies, Lecturer in journalism at Edith Cowan University, Perth. 
December 4 and 5, 2010 (brief interviews about her research 
journalism work during tea-breaks during which I took shorthand 
notes). 
 
Patrick Matbob, Lecturer in Journalism in the Communications Art 
Department, Divine World University, PNG. 
December 5, 2010 (brief interview about PNG media and West 
Papua during a tea-break at the conference during which I took 
shorthand notes). 
 
Jon Stephenson, investigative reporter.  
December 5, 2010 (brief interview about his work and West Papua 
during a tea-break at the conference during which I took 
shorthand notes). 
 
 
  b. Outside the conference 
 
 
Nicky Hager (interviews at which I took shorthand notes, phone 
calls, emails and various visits to his Wellington home over the 
course of the research between 2010 and 2013). 
 
Maire Leadbeater (substantial interview at which I took shorthand 
notes at her Auckland home, December 3, 2010. Numerous emails 
and phone calls since). 
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  c. In West Papua 
 
i) Journalists 
 
Victor Mambor, Chairperson of the Alliance of Independent 
Journalists of West Papua (Aliansi  Jurnalis Independen biro 
Papua). (Four substantial interviews at which I took shorthand 
notes). 
 
Bonifasius Josie Susilo, Kompas Newspaper and website. (Met and 
chatted – no substantial interview). 
 
ii) Lawyers  
  
Robert Jitmau, Law Faculty lecturer Cenderawasih University. Also 
a human rights advocate as a lawyer for the Catholic Church 
Diocese. (Substantial interview at which I took shorthand notes). 
(With translator) 
 
Gustaf Kawer, former legal aid lawyer and now lawyer for the 
Koalisi Penegakan Hukum Dan Ham Untuk Papua (Coalition for 
Human Rights) – (Substantial interview at which I took shorthand 
notes).  (With translator) 
 
iii Human rights workers 
 
Mama Yosepha Alomang, Director of Yahamak 
Yayasam Hak Asasi Manusia dan Anbi Keherasan (Human Rights 
and Non-Violence Foundation in Timika). (Substantial interview at 
which I took shorthand notes). (With translator) 
 
Pastor John Djonga, Paroki Wamena, Wamena Parish Church 
leader and human rights worker. (Substantial interview at which I 
took shorthand notes). 
(With translator)  
 
Paul Mambrasar, secretary/administrator, Institute for Human 
Rights Study and Advocacy of Papua. (Substantial interview at 
which I took shorthand notes). 
 
Septer Manufandu, Secretary Executive of JERAT (Papuans 
Network for Natural Resource and Ecosoc Rights). Also 
Koordinator, Koalisi Masyarakat Sipil Untuk Penegaleon Hukum dan 
Ham di Tanah Papua (Civilian Coalition for Human Rights and Law 
Enforcement in the Land of Papua). (Substantial interview at which 
I took shorthand notes). 
 
Dr Neles Tebay, Pr dosen/lecturer, Sekolah Tinggi Filsafat Teologi. 
(Leader of the Papua Peace Network. (Substantial interview at 
which I took shorthand notes). 
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Pares Lod Wenda, General secretary of Baptist Human Rights of 
Papua. (Substantial interview at which I took shorthand notes). 
(With translator) 
 
iv Others 
 
Biben Koboya, victim of alleged police brutality. (Substantial 
interview at which I took shorthand notes). (With translator) 
 
Leo Imbiri, Secretary of Dewan Adat (Papuan Traditional Council). 
(Met and chatted – no substantial interview). 
 
Iche Morip, Spokesperson and “Aktivis” Komite Nasional Papua 
Barat (KNPB). (Substantial interview at which I took shorthand 
notes). (With translator) 
 
Buchtar Tabuni, Chairman, Parlemen Nasional West Papua 
(PNWP) (West Papua National Parliament). (Substantial interview 
at which I took shorthand notes). (With translator) 
.  
 
Note: Substantial interviews were carried out with six other people. 
Three interviewees were young political activists visiting from the 
highlands, at some risk, to be questioned by me and a resident 
researcher. Another was a human rights worker and church 
leader. The remaining interviewee in West Papua was a Western 
academic who has spent some years in various parts of the 
province. None of the five wished to be photographed or have 
their names cited. 
 
The sixth anonymous interviewee was an army officer who I 
travelled to Australia to interview as part of the thesis.  He has 
trained Indonesian soldiers who were involved in both the East 
Timorese and West Papuan conflicts. 
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DISCUSSION ABOUT SOURCES 
 
Some interviews in New Zealand and West Papua were used for 
information about research journalism but most were aimed at 
proposed feature articles and involved lists of questions about 
transmigration, New Zealand aid and the impacts on Papuans of 
police and military ties. 143  Interviewees in West Papua were 
generally not chosen by me, but by the journalists I met there and 
by representatives of human rights organisations in the United 
States, Australia and New Zealand.  
 
As New Zealand’s “doyen on West Papua”, Leadbeater, said in an 
email about the police feature article and the visit:  
 
“This is a superb strong article, you did so well to talk to 
those excellent well-regarded people. Well done 
Paul.  You can say that you are the first NZ journalist to 
visit (not possibly) in recent years - I would know if any 
other had visited in the past 12 or 13 years that I have 
been following this issue closely. That is why I consider 
your visit and your article very important.”144 
 
  
                                                
143 None of the people I interviewed fitted Louw’s criteria of an “organized 
industry of local spin doctors and public relations people” nor van 
Ginneken’s of “taxi-drivers, bar-keepers, chambermaids and their like”. 
144 Leadbeater, Maire, email August 13, 2013. 
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The significant deficiency however is in the absence of interviews 
with officials, either Indonesian or New Zealand.  Such interviews 
were impossible in West Papua because of the risk of jail or worse. 
It is intended to interview senior NZ Police officers and MFAT or the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Murray McCully if and when a 
publication commitment has been made. Obtaining such an 
interview without the backing of a mainstream media outlet would 
be difficult otherwise. 
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FEATURE ARTICLE AND SIDEBARS 
 
 
(Note: These were sent to Mana Magazine with the suggestion 
that I seek comment from the NZ Police and/or MFAT if there was a 
possibility of publication. A similar suggestion was made to the 
other media outlets these were sent to.) 
 
NZ Police training called “aid that kills” 
 
Human rights groups in Indonesia’s West Papua say a New 
Zealand police training programme is helping fuel a reign of terror 
which is killing indigenous people. 
 
They are seeking an end to joint Ministry of Foreign Affairs and NZ 
Police aid to Indonesia, which the Jakarta Embassy has said would 
restart this September.  
 
Their comments were collected by former Mana reporter Paul 
Bensemann, probably the first New Zealand journalist to conduct 
interviews within West Papua in recent years.  The Western news 
media is generally banned from the province and Paul visited 
covertly for eight days on a tourist visa. 
 
Long-time human rights activist Maire Leadbeater, who has 
researched and written about West Papua for some years, said in 
an email, “You can say that you are the first NZ journalist to visit 
(not possibly) in recent years - I would know if any other had visited 
in the past 12 or 13 years that I have been following this issue 
closely.” 
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Paul said he went because New Zealand police were the first 
foreign police force invited into West Papua to train Indonesian 
police, they have been doing so for several years, and there had 
been no independent scrutiny of the programme.  He made the 
trip also as part of a Canterbury University MA thesis in Media and 
Communications, called Restraints on Reporting Conflict in West 
Papua. While there he interviewed local journalists, Church 
leaders, activists and human rights workers. 
 
A 50-year-long dispute between the Indonesian Government and 
Papuan freedom fighters is among the world’s most under-
reported conflicts. While the strife has seemed to fluctuate 
between non-violent protest and full-scale battles, one constant 
has been a lack of publicised coverage by outside observers. 
  
“I’ve no doubt some Papuans were putting their lives at risk just 
talking to me. Four young men visited me from a jungle hide-out. 
They were scared of a police killing squad that had targeted 
fellow protestors.” 
 
Many of his interviewees seemed to accept New Zealand had 
good intentions in trying to teach its “community policing” style, 
but this was unrealistic and naive in conditions which verged on 
civil war.  
 
“They felt Indonesia was using the programme to appease 
Western powers concerned about human rights while it carried out 
a more brutal crackdown on Melanesian separatists.   
 
“Three people – a spokesman for local journalists, a Church 
minister and a veteran human rights leader – said the aid was 
therefore killing Papuan people.”  
 
See “Aid that kills”, page X   
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                “Aid that kills” 
 
NZ’s intimate dance with Indonesia 
 
By Paul Bensemann 
 
Biben Koboya, 35, showed me scars on his head he claimed the 
police caused nearly two years ago. His eyes were still bloodshot - 
and the left one, scarred on its edge, seemed slightly out of place 
- after a beating by rifle butts, boots and rattan sticks. He still has 
headaches, he said, and partial loss of sight. After his injuries he 
and 14 others were locked in a police wagon, behind police 
headquarters, without food, water, medical attention or a toilet for 
26 hours. 
 
Buchtar Tabuni, 34, said he had to leave home and hide in the 
jungle after police stopped him on the way to a soccer game in 
June this year and threatened to bury him alive in a cemetery. 
Before his release the same day, they kicked him and beat him 
with rifle butts and sticks.  
 
He fears a police “killing team” may shoot him on the street as 
happened to another political activist and fellow clansman, Mako 
Tabuni, 33, in June last year. 
 
The alleged perpetrator in these cases is a police force in the 
Indonesian province of West Papua145 trained in recent years in 
“community policing” by the New Zealand Police.  
 
                                                
145 The Indonesian Government has divided its Papuan territory into the 
provinces of “Papua” and “West Papua” but most people interviewed used 
“West Papua” as a collective term covering the area of both. 
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Buchtar Tabuni, 34, left, chairman of the separatist group Parlemen Nasional 
West Papua (PNWP) - West Papua National Parliament - foreground, and his 
chief of intelligence, Uchak Logo, 29. 
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On April 15, the Jakarta Post reported 146  the New Zealand 
government had allocated a further 20 million rupiah (US$2 million) 
for the Papua Community Policing program, to recommence in 
September.  
 
“There will be two New Zealand police officers stationed in Papua 
on a rotational basis, and will be helped by a number of 
instructors,” New Zealand Ambassador to Indonesia David Taylor 
was quoted as saying, after meeting Papua Police Chief Inspector 
General Tito Karnavian. “The main purpose is to foster relations 
between the community and the police in Papua.” 
 
Afterwards, however, the New Zealand Government said there 
was no final decision on the aid. Attorney-General Chris Finlayson, 
speaking on behalf of Foreign Affairs Minister Murray McCully, said 
in Parliament on April 17 the Jakarta Post report was premature.  
 
“The Minister of Foreign Affairs has received no advice on the 
design, timing and funding of the project. There will be an 
announcement when a decision on the proposed project is 
made.” 147  At the time of writing, no such decision had been 
released. 
 
While I was in West Papua from July 23 to 31, it was impossible to 
ask the Indonesian police about community policing, or for their 
version of the beating stories, because I was visiting illegally. 
  
Swiss journalist Oswald Iten went on a similar tourist visa and spent 
12 days in Jayapura jail in the year 2000, after taking photographs 
                                                
146 Netty Dharma Somba, Jakarta Post, NZ-Papua Policing Starts 
September, http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/04/15/nz-papua-
community-policing-starts-september.html 
147 Questions for oral answer 11, Catherine Delahunty MP to Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, http://www.parliament.nz/mi-
nz/pb/business/qoa/50HansQ_20130417_00000011/11-human-rights-west-
papua%e2%80%94police-training-programme  and 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rWJkwXtcq84; 
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of a “Morning Star” independence-flag-raising ceremony by 
indigenous Papuans. The police beat Papuans in front of him 
including up against his cell bars. 
 
“The guard was apparently fascinated by the head going back 
and forth between his boot and the bars of my cell door, like some 
outsized ping-pong ball, so he kicked it a few more times,” Iten 
wrote. “A second guard joined in with a swift kick to the middle of 
the prisoner’s face, knocking him unconscious... A third guard, who 
had been watching the scene with rifle in hand, now struck the 
butt of his weapon about five times into the senseless man's skull, 
which made a horrible sound.”148 
 
Jayapura Police Chief Lieutenant Colonel Daud Sihombing told 
the Australian Associated Press that Iten's detention was intended 
as a warning to foreign journalists reporting in Indonesia. "There is 
an educational aspect to this case for anyone else who wants to 
commit the same violation in the future," he said.149 
 
I went partly because New Zealand police were the first foreign 
police force to be invited into West Papua to train Indonesian 
police, and an official feature article on New Zealand’s Jakarta 
Embassy website praises the training saying, “New Zealand’s 
community policing style is being embraced by the Indonesian 
National Police (INP) force under a special scheme funded by 
NZAID”. 150 
 
                                                
148 Iten, Oswald, Prison Torture and Murder in Jayapura; Twelve Days in 
an Indonesian jail, Neue Zürcher Zeitung, December 22, 2000, 
http://wpik.org/Src/jail-rescue.html; 
149 Committee to Protect Journalists, Swiss Journalist Released, New York, 
December 14, 2000, http://cpj.org/2000/12/swiss-journalist-released.php 
150 New Zealand Embassy Jakarta, Indonesia, New Zealand’s community 
policing style  welcome in Indonesia, 
http://www.nzembassy.com/indonesia/news/new-zealands-community-
policing-style-welcome-in-indonesia 
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 For the past four years, New Zealand police officers “have been 
talking and ‘walking the beat’ with their Indonesian counterparts, 
the INP, sharing the kiwi style of community policing…”   
 
The article quotes New Zealand Senior Police Liaison Officer Tim 
Haughey saying New Zealand police officers had carried out 
community policing training programmes together with the INP 
from 2008 in the Papuan provinces of Jayapura, Timaka, Wamena, 
Biak, Sorong and Manokwari.  He said the INP was “relatively 
young” and previously part of the country’s military force until nine 
years ago: 
 
“The Indonesian National Police force is very willing to learn from 
our experiences and likes our interactive form of training. Six 
hundred INP officers and members of the community” attended 
one of the training sessions.” 
 
The New Zealand police training is a soft alternative to the funding 
and training by Australian police and United States special forces 
in Java of Indonesia’s Special Detachment 88 (Detasemen Khusus 
88) - also known as Delta 88, Densus 88 or most commonly “D88” - 
an Indonesian National Police counter-terrorism squad. Formed on 
June 30, 2003 after the 2002 Bali bombings, its name recalls the 88 
Australian victims. After its success against central-Java-based 
jihadi terrorist cells, there are claims part of D88 has since shifted to 
West Papua to target separatists there. 151   
 
None of the Church leaders, human rights advocates, lawyers and 
journalists I interviewed in West Papua, including via translators, 
agreed that “New Zealand’s community policing style” was 
“being embraced by the Indonesian National Police”. Some said 
                                                
151Scoop Media, June 15, 2012, 
http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/WO1206/S00409/papuans-allege-australian-
trained-d88-shot-dead-mako-tabuni.htm and Jakarta Post, March 1, 2013, 
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/03/01/muslim-groups-want-
densus-88-dissolved-over-rights-abuses.html 
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police violence was no better since the training, others claimed it 
was much worse. 
 
 
 
“D88” - an anti-terrorist police unit trained by Australia. New Zealand has been 
trying a softer approach with “community policing”. From an Indonesian Islamic 
website Arrahmah.com;http://www.arrahmah.com/news/2013/06/11/teror-
densus-88-kepada-muslim-poso-paska-bom-mapolres.html 
 
 
Several believed New Zealand’s community policing programme 
was used as a sop by the Indonesian Government - a way of 
appeasing Western powers concerned about human rights - while 
police could carry out a brutal crackdown on indigenous 
Melanesian separatists in West Papua.   
 
“Indonesia is using double standards in its policing,” said Paul 
Mambrasar, secretary/administrator of ELSHAM (The Institute for 
Human Rights Study and Advocacy of Papua).  
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His multi-Church-funded organisation investigated the killing of the 
charismatic independence leader, Mako Tabuni, beside a Waena 
street, about 45 minutes from the capital Jayapura, on June 14, 
2012, interviewing several eye-witnesses.            
      
“Those who killed Mako were part of a killing squad,” Paul said. 
“Maybe not the local police but 
a special unit. It was a mission to 
silence Mako. They acted with 
impunity.”   
 
He rubbished official versions of 
the shooting. National Police 
Chief General Timur Pradopo said 
Mako was killed after he 
grabbed a weapon from a 
policeman attempting to arrest 
him and escaped, adding that 
investigations showed Mako had 
also carried a loaded hand-gun 
with 18 bullets. According to then 
Papua Police Chief Major 
General Bigman Lumban Tobing, 
Mako was wanted for "causing  
unrest in the province" and unsolved                     Paul Mambrasar 
murders.152 
 
                                                
152 Tempo News Service, June 15, 2012,  
http://en.tempo.co/read/news/2012/06/15/055410849/Mako-Tabuni-Was-
Shot-for-Resisting-Arrest-Seizing-Police-Gun-Police-Chief-Says; and the 
website BlakandBlack http://blakandblack.com/2012/06/15/the-
assassination-of-mako-tabuni-the-afp-is-the-devil-in-everyones-democratic-
aspirations; 
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Mako was unarmed the whole time, Paul said. “The police had 
dark glasses and were in an unmarked car with dark windows. 
They were dressed in civilian clothes and had rifles.  
 
“Witnesses who were standing with Mako came out and the 
police told them, ‘We are ordered to come and take him’. He was 
standing by a betel nut shop… chewing betel nut. He refused to 
be arrested so they chased and shot him. He was still alive after 
they shot him. He was still able to talk. 
 
“He could have survived. There is a hospital 2km from here. They 
took him there but only to put a few bandages on him and give 
him a bottle of water. He was not given proper medical attention 
in the Abepura hospital. Then they took him to the police 
headquarters in Jayapura.  
 
“Hours later when they brought him back he was already dead. 
There is a doctor who said that when they took him from the 
hospital there was only one bullet hole in his body. When they took 
him back, there were many holes. We are assuming he could 
have survived but upon returning they killed him on the way from 
police HQ and just brought his body.” 
 
He had seen “no evidence police were applying the knowledge” 
of New Zealand training.  
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         Gustaf Kawer 
 
Gustaf Kawer, a lawyer or the Koalisi Penegakan Hukum dan Ham 
untuk Papua (Civil Society Coalition to Uphold Law and Human 
Rights in Papua) said community police training for Papuan-based 
police and other officials started several years before 2008, when 
a small number of officers were sent to Java on courses funded by 
New Zealand. 
 
While working in legal aid, Gustaf said, he attended one of these 
community policing courses for 18 months at a university in Java 
from 2006 to 2007.   
 
“The two police from here on that course were not Papuan and 
after the study they asked for permission to move to other places. 
They got the money from New Zealand aid - they should have 
come back to apply their skills. But they are not coming back - 
never to Jayapura.” 
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On the New Zealand Police website, a 52-page paper about 
“community policing” in an international context says it “involves 
problem-solving and community engagement with an emphasis 
on police-community partnerships to solve the underlying 
problems of crime, the fear of crime, physical and social disorder 
and neighbourhood decay”.153 
 
An excellent local example, perhaps, was captured by The Press 
of Christchurch on its August 8 front page.154 Headed “Small town 
rules” and “Officer looks beyond arson threat”, it described how 
Amberley’s Constable Craig Newman had found a full-time 
labouring job for Reece Dick-Durham, 20, even after the young 
man had been arrested and locked up for allegedly threatening 
to throw a Molotov cocktail into the constable’s house. 
 
“Reece shook my hand and said ‘thank you’,” Newman is 
reported as saying after telling Dick-Durham about the job. “I was 
quite moved for a grumpy old country cop.” 
 
Gustaf, Paul and other human rights workers told me New Zealand 
was naïve if it believed it could transfer this kind of community 
policing to Indonesia. During interviews, I heard many accounts of 
police atrocities around West Papua including from cities that had 
already received New Zealand training. 
 
Timika 
 
Human rights advocate, Yosepha Alomang, director of YAHAMAK 
- or Yayasan Hak Asasi Manusia Anti Kekerasan - the Human Rights 
and Non-Violence Foundation in Timika - was adamant police 
behaviour had become more violent. 
                                                
153 Coquilhat, Jenny, Evaluation Team, Organisational Assurance, NZ 
Police, Community Policing: An International Literature Review, September 
2008.  
154 Dally, Joelle, Small town rules; Officer looks beyond arson threat, The 
Press, August 8, 2013, p1. 
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She was angry New Zealand had been helping a force that was so 
hostile to Papuans. 
 
“Before 2011 it was only the military killing people,” she said. “Now 
it is the police doing this. You send aid money to them it is the 
same as sending money to kill us.”  
 
“Mama Yosepha”, as she is widely known, like many older 
Papuans does not know her age. She has travelled overseas on 
speaking tours including to New Zealand in 1997 and could be 
described as the mother of the Papuan human rights movement.   
 
In 2001, she was selected by an international board of judges for a 
top environmental award in San Francisco - the Goldman 
Environmental Prize - which came with US$125,000 in cash.155 An 
indigenous Amungme from Timika, Mama Yosepha has spent 
decades fighting for the rights of her people against mining giant 
PT Freeport Indonesia.  Its mine in the mountains above Timika is 
the largest gold mine and third largest copper mine in the world. 
 
She began the campaign when PT Freeport Indonesia 
appropriated the local people's land in the 1970s. She told me 
Papuans were still being dispossessed of traditional land and “sent 
to the borders” or remote areas.  
 
In 1994, armed soldiers dragged her and her husband from their 
bed one night after she had helped organise protests. “We were 
tortured like animals, beaten up and degraded with vile 
language,” she was quoted as saying in a report in Timika by 
Jayapura bishop Herman Munninghoff. For two weeks Yosepha  
 
                                                
155 Agung, Rulianto, Mama Yosefa Wins a Goldman, Tempo Magazine, May 
1-7, 2001. 
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    “Mama Yosepha” Alomang 
 
 
 
113 
 
and her husband Markus Kwalik were detained in a room full of 
human faeces.156 
 
On December 27, 2005, the New York Times in a major report 
headed “Below a Mountain of Wealth, a River of Waste” 157 
described both the mine’s environmental effects and allegations 
the company paid police generals, colonels, majors and captains, 
and military units, in total nearly US$20 million between 1998 and 
2004, with one individual receiving up to US$150,000. The payments 
were meant to secure the reserve.  
 
Freeport responded that the payments were not for individuals, 
but rather for infrastructure, food, housing, fuel, travel, vehicle 
repairs and allowances to cover incidental and administrative 
costs. The Times' anonymous sources within the company also 
claimed that company chairman James R Moffet courted 
Indonesian central government leaders, cutting them in on deals.  
 
In July 2009, a Freeport employee, Australian Drew Grant, 29 was 
shot dead while sitting in the back of a car on the way to a game 
of golf. Indonesian police said Grant was fatally wounded from 
five shots to the neck, chest and stomach by unknown assailants 
using military-issue weapons. The attack also killed a Freeport 
security guard named Markus Ratealo and several police 
officers.158 
 
A young mine worker from Australia’s Gold Coast, who I spoke to 
at Timika’s airport, and who did not want to be named, said 
                                                
156 Ibid. 
157 Perlez, Jane and Bonner, Raymond, The Cost of Gold. The Hidden 
Payroll.  Below a Mountain of Wealth, a River of Waste, New York Times, 
December 27, 2005. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2005/12/27/international/asia/27gold.html?pagewa
nted=all&_r=0 
158 Allard, Tom, Who killed Drew Grant? The Age, July 18, 2009, 
http://www.theage.com.au/world/who-killed-drew-grant-20090717-
dobg.html 
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attacks on mine shuttle buses were fairly regular still. He described 
a police guard on one of the buses 
firing a machine gun from the hip 
into the forest in recent weeks after 
shots were fired from someone 
unseen and unknown at the bus.  
 
Septer Manufandu, secretary 
executive of JERAT (Papuans’ 
Network for Natural Resource and 
Ecosoc Rights) and co-ordinator of 
the Civil Society Coalition to Uphold 
Law and Human Rights in Papua, 
visited New Zealand on a speaking 
tour in 2008. He said from 1963 to 
2008 the army had responsibility for 
security for Freeport. In 2008, the 
Indonesian Government decreed the        Septer Manufandu 
police were to become responsible for protecting the mine.  
 
“The military was very angry about this. They are making trouble in 
the area. That’s why many people are being shot. It is fighting 
between the army and police. Fighting to get the and-outs. 
 
“I think community policing will give knowledge. But it will be 
difficult in practice, especially in Timika and the highlands. So far in 
the top leaders; they have the knowledge. In the second level 
and street level there is no change.”                   
 
In September 2012, he discussed community policing with 
Ambassador David Taylor and a senior New Zealand police officer. 
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I said, “The big question is how can you determine money from 
New Zealand can give benefit to Papuans. You support Papuan 
people… how do you know that the money benefits them?” 
 
As well as a power struggle between police and the military, 
heavy-handed police methods were partly due to the rise of a 
new group of young Papuan separatists called the Komite 
Nasional Papua Barat (KNPB), the National Committee for West 
Papua, Septer said. Mako Tabuni had been its secretary-general. 
 
The group, which preaches non-violent dialogue and peaceful 
protest, but also self-determination, was set up in November 2008 
after a police crackdown on large student demonstrations around 
2006. Several hundred students and other activists were forced to 
flee into the jungle or Papua New Guinea when the police 
targeted participants, and especially protest leaders, in violent 
raids in various towns and cities. The demonstrations had a rallying 
cry of closing the Freeport mine.  
 
According to an international feminist group, the Association for 
Women’s Rights in Development, 22 KNPB members were 
assassinated by the police and military in 2012 alone, but this is 
hard to verify159.  
 
“Police are afraid about the KNPB; these young group of militants 
in the city,” according to Septer. He was still investigating alleged 
cases of torture in January, February and March this year to KNPB 
members in Jayapura, Biak, Timika and Wamena after police raids. 
 
“Many methods they use. They put a table leg on a person’s toe 
and put weight on the table. Give them no drink or food. They use 
                                                
159 http://www.awid.org/Library/We-want-to-be-free-An-interview-with-
four-women-from-the-West-Papuan-Movement-for-Freedom, August 8, 
2013. 
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pliers on fingernails. Pull out the finger nail. When they want to get 
information, they won’t arrest people just torture them. 
 
“We complain and make a letter for the police command. The 
police commander in Jayapura [the capital city], he said it was a 
normal situation to get information. But it’s crazy. They torture and 
then ask the questions. I say, please ask them the questions without 
torturing them first. It is not a good strategy.” 
 
The lawyer Gustaf acted for five young people after police made 
a night raid on their small Timika house in October last year. He 
said police were not just targeting KNPB members but young 
people who had no political views, as a way, he said, of justifying 
promotion and the need for police resources.  
 
“All the police could find were kitchen knives and a traditional 
arrow for hunting. The young people were beaten and kicked by 
the police and forced to say, ‘yes they would use the knives and 
arrow for the freedom movement’. Two of the five were released 
but the others were jailed for eight months.” 
 
Another lawyer, Robert Jitmau, law faculty lecturer at 
Cenderawasih University, Abepura, and human rights advocate 
for the Catholic Church Diocese, said it was “just crazy” for New 
Zealand to think it could change the situation at Timika. 
 
“Just for protesting, for example, people get pressure by the 
police,” he said. “In one case recently I had to mediate after                             
the police wanted to expel some demonstrators out of Papua.  
 
“I get intimidation from the police too – such as threatening phone 
calls. Police say they will get me. When a white man comes to my 
office, I get asked, ‘Why does that white man come. What is he 
doing here?’” 
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Sorong 
 
Two weeks after New Zealand’s ambassador to Indonesia 
announced a renewal of police aid, two men were shot dead on 
April 30, during a clash between protestors and police at Sorong, 
in the far west of Papua. The Jakarta Post named the victims as 
Abner Malagawak and Thomas Blesya, both aged 22.160 
 
West Papua Legislative Council Deputy 
Speaker Demianus Jimmy Idjie was 
interviewed afterwards by the 
newpaper and said the police used 
violence to disperse a group 
attempting to raise the “Morning Star” 
flag. “Seeing these people’s wounds, 
the shooters were not trying to disperse 
the rally, they were actually aiming at 
the protestors,” he said.  
 
A Catholic priest and lecturer from the 
Manokwari Sorong Diocese, who did 
not wish to be named, told me that 
despite New Zealand efforts, police 
were using a military approach. “Over the   Robert Jitmau 
past five years it has not really got any better.”  
 
 
 
 
 
                                                
160 Aritonang, Margareth and Nethy Dharma Somba, UN high commissioner 
raises concersn over violence in Papua, The Jakarta Post, May 4, 2013 
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/05/04/un-high-commissioner-
raises-concerns-over-violence-papua.html 
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Wamena 
 
Another death cited in my interviews was of KNPB activist Hubertus 
Mabel, 30, at Wamena, one of the main towns in the central 
highlands.  
 
Senior Commander Gede Sumerta Jaya, spokesman for the 
Papua Police, was reported in the Jakarta Globe on December 
17, 2012161 saying Hubertus was armed with a machete and “he 
angrily tried to attack and rob the firearm carried by the personnel 
so that a scuffle developed and the firearm almost got taken. One 
of the special team members then shot him in the foot in order to 
immobilize him. 
 
“Because he lost a lot of blood, Hubertus Mabel could not be 
saved,” the officer said. 
 
But Victor Mambor, editor-in-chief of Tabloid Jubi and the Papua 
Daily, based at Jayapura, and Pastor John Djonga, based at 
Wamena, both disagreed with the police version. Hubertus did not 
attack armed police and the police probably did not try very hard 
to save him, they told me. 
 
 
                                                
161 Ambarita, Banjir and Isidorus, Robert, Arson, gunshots following death 
of Papua activist, Jakarta Globe, December 17, 2012. http://www.asia-
pacific-solidarity.net/southeastasia/indonesia/netnews/2012/ind47v16.htm. 
Indonesia News Digest 47 - December 16-22, 2012 and Bachelard, Michael, 
Police kill two activists in West Papua, Sydney Morning Herald, December 
18, 2012. 
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John said police were 
“acting with impunity” 
and out of control in 
November and 
December in the 
Wamena area in their 
attacks on Papuan 
villages.  
       
“On the 4th of 
November, 2012, the 
police burnt a village at 
Wamena called Wagai. 
Seven houses were 
burnt - one big house 
and six small ones. 10 
other houses were 
broken into and 
smashed up by the  
 Victor Mambor                                       police.  
 
“On the 16th of December, 2012, just after they killed Hubertus,  
they burnt a house of indigenous people - a carved traditional 
house - a cultural meeting house. It can’t be replaced by money.”  
 
Earlier in 2012, John said, police from New Zealand wanted to 
meet him in Wamena “but the chief of police there told the New 
Zealand police and embassy staff not to meet me. The police 
claimed I was a part of the KNPB. 
 
“In the past five years police are beating more people. The way 
they break the law is also getting worse.” 
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Police were so unprofessional they generally did not investigate 
killings, the pastor said, especially those by the police and military. 
Victims’ families were threatened and paid “hush money” by 
officials so they would not talk to human  rights groups. 
 
“In my opinion the New Zealand Government is only helping the 
police to kill the Papuan people.” 
Merauke 
 
Victor, who is 
chairperson of Aliansi 
Jurnalis Independen biro 
Papua - the Alliance of 
Independent Journalists 
of Papua - said one of 
his news organisation’s  
journalists, Ardiansyah 
Matra’is, was killed in the 
far southeast of West 
Papua at Merauke in 
2010. Victor felt partly 
responsible, after 
sending Ardiansyah 
there. 
 
  
            Pastor John Djonga      
 
“His motorbike was by a bridge. Police say he jumped into river to 
commit suicide. But when his body was found in the harbour… 
hands tied together, feet tied together, his body beaten. The 
autopsy showed Ardiansyah was dead before going in the river.” 
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The year before, Ardiansyah wrote a series of articles for Jubi 
magazine about illegal logging by local military officers, and took 
photos of their operations. Just after the articles appeared, he was 
kidnapped by soldiers and released with a warning that his wife 
and young daughter would be killed if he continued his work. 
 
Following the death, Merauke City Police Chief Djoko Prihadi said 
the Forensic Laboratory of the Indonesian National Police’s 
autopsy result did not show wounds caused by violence. Scars on 
the body were caused by “collisions” after Ardiansyah jumped into 
the river.162 
 
But according to the Kompas.com news website, part of a large 
Indonesian newspaper firm, several Papuan reporters received 
threatening cell-phone texts just before the death, which Kompas 
translated. One message said: “To cowardly journalists, never play 
with fire if you do not want to be burned. If you still want to make a 
living on this land, do not do weird things.” Another  
message warned that journalists would be killed and “no action 
will be taken by the police or the military”.163 
 
Jayapura  
 
This year Jayapura police had been arresting young people in the 
street “because of the way they look”, according to Paul 
Mambrasar. “Especially if they look like men from the highlands; 
with beards. It is based on hatred, on stereotyping.” 
 
                                                
162Committee to Protect Journalists, Ardiansyah Matra’is, July 30, 2010, 
http://cpj.org/killed/2010/ardiansyah-matrais.php; and  Reporters Without 
Borders, How was investigative journalist pushed to kill himself, August 6, 
2010, http://en.rsf.org/indonesia-how-was-investigative-reporter-06-08-
2010,38102.htm;  
163 Ibid and Leaver, Rebecca, West Papua: Journalists become targets for 
playing with fire, Pacific Scoop, November 11, 2010, 
http://pacific.scoop.co.nz/2010/11/west-papua-journalists-become-targets-
for-playing-with-fire; 
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He cited the case of two unarmed men, Daniel Gobay and Matan 
Klembiap, who were the subject of an Amnesty International 
investigation.164  In February they were forced to crawl on their 
stomachs to the local police station in the Jayapura suburb of 
Depapre, then taken to Jayapura district police station where they 
were kicked in the face, head and back, and beaten with rattan 
sticks, he said.  
 
Police officers allegedly pressed the barrels of guns to their mouths 
and ears while questioning them until late at night and into the 
morning about the whereabouts of two pro-independence 
activists. 
 
Gustaf said Matan was still in jail and charged with possessing 
independence documents. His case was going through the courts. 
 
“But in my opinion he was arrested without reason. The police are 
working as they want, with no mechanism at all to stop them. They 
are getting worse. 
 
“You need to write that if the New Zealand Government considers 
giving aid to Indonesia it should be with a memorandum of 
understanding that the aid will be given only if there are no more 
cases of human rights abuses in West Papua.”  
 
During my visit, first-hand accounts from victims were the most 
compelling; despite being totally one-sided and without an 
opportunity to seek police comment. 
 
Biben – who claimed to have lost part of his sight in police 
beatings – seemed what he said he was:  a market gardener 
                                                
164 Pacific Scoop, Help Two Men Detained And Feared Tortured in Papua 
Province, Amnesty Petition, March 8, 2013, 
http://pacific.scoop.co.nz/2013/03/help-two-men-detained-and-feared-
tortured-in-papua-province/; 
 
123 
 
hosting young people from his former highlands village when they 
studied in Jayapura. Nothing he said was political or critical of 
Indonesian sovereignty 
 
“It happened at 3am. They broke the door in,” he said. “They fired 
pistol shots into the sky outside and two policemen inside shot 
pistols into the ceiling. There were 15 of us in the house – me and 
14 students.” 
 
He said there “seemed hundreds” of police and soldiers. 
 
“The students were made to crawl on the floor on their stomachs. 
Because I was the village head at home in the highlands, I was 
singled out in a different room and beaten. They used the boots to 
jump on me. All the books, certificates, laptops, mobile phones, 
everything in the house they took and searched.  
 
“I was beaten on and off from 3am to 10am with rifle butts and 
wooden sticks. They were yelling, ‘You are OPM. You are stupid’. 
 
“At 11am we were taken to the police station headquarters 30 
minutes away. I had blood all over my face. They kept us in the 
police van at the back. No food, no water, no toilets. At Jayapura 
headquarters. All day and night. Next day at 1pm we were let out. 
The police did not give us doctor or medicine.” 
 
Two people, Pares Wenda, General Secretary of Baptist Human 
Rights of Papua and Iche Morip, a Political and Social Science 
student who is chair of the Papua Women’s Movement and 
spokesperson for the KNPB, described meeting Koboya at the 
police station and taking him to hospital. 
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“We wanted to get a report from the hospital about the impacts 
on Biben of the beating,” Pares said. “Staff at the hospital said we 
needed to get a permit for that. We would have to go back to the 
police station for a permit,     and we couldn’t do that. 
 
“He was seen by a common doctor, not a specialist. They were 
reluctant to be involved. Only two hours there. No follow up and 
no x-rays. They didn’t even check his eyes.” 
  
Buchtar, the one threatened 
with being buried alive was, in 
contrast to Biben, 
unashamedly political in my 
interview with him.  
 
Pares Lod Wenda 
 
“We need self-determination. 
We want freedom. We want 
independence. Maybe it is 
time New Zealand is thinking 
about Papuans. New Zealand 
Government funds to 
Indonesia should stop.” 
 
He had spent several years in jail - on charges he said of 
“spreading separatist propaganda” -  from October 2008 to 
August 2011 and then from February 2012 to February 2013.  
 
125 
 
Former chairman of the KNPB, he was now chairman of an 
associated organisation called the Parlemen Nasional West Papua 
(PNWP), or West Papua National Parliament.        
     
 “I am an enemy of the police. The police are afraid people will 
come to see me. Because I 
am a public figure, people 
will talk to me. 
 
Iche Morip 
 
“In June, four police were in 
the plain car with me. It had 
blackened windows. I was 
in the middle seat. There 
was a Polisi on each side 
and they pinned an arm 
each with their backs. 
Behind me another one was 
grabbing my hair and 
pulling my head back. 
When we drove past a 
cemetery they said they 
could easily bury me alive in 
there. 
 
“They said, ‘You Papuans are not capable of creating anything 
but you want freedom. Why you want to be free? Papuans can’t 
even make good food - you can’t even make spices’.”  
 
It was obvious the police were waiting for him, Buchtar said, 
because the unmarked police car was joined by two truckloads of 
armed police with 20 to 25 at the back of each truck. It appeared 
to be a warning. 
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“At Abepura station they beat me and kicked me and hit me with 
the butts of rifles. Then I was taken to Jayapura and released.” 
 
The journalist and advocate for local journalists, Victor Mambor, 
said while Biben and Buchtar were very different cases, neither 
deserved such treatment by police, and both were still in danger.  
 
He summed up New Zealand’s police training as “aid that kills”. 
“The Polisi here kill the people - they don’t make investigations. 
New Zealand needs to stop.”   
 
Ends. 
 
[Sidebar - Bensemann]  
   
Paul Bensemann became interested in what he calls the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade’s “acute sensitivity” about Indonesia in 
the early 1980s when employed as a ministry information officer. 
He was tasked to liaise with a Television New Zealand news crew 
wanting to visit Irian Jaya, as the Indonesian-controlled western 
side of the island of Papua was then named.  
 
“I had no idea where Irian Jaya was but was amazed at how 
much angst the television request caused,” he said. 
 
According to Paul, the ministry “played a double game” requiring 
him to tell television reporter Mike Valentine that, although it was 
difficult for journalists to get permission to visit Irian Jaya, the 
ministry would do all it could to help, including advocating on the 
television crew’s behalf to the Indonesian Embassy. 
 
“While I was making such a promise to Mike and his crew, the 
ministry’s Asian Division was assuring the Indonesians such a visit 
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would not happen and helping their embassy design a non-
controversial way of vetoing the trip. I was disgusted, and still am, 
by the lies I told Mike.” 
 
In 1989 as a newspaper reporter, Paul planned to visit the Papua 
New Guinea border town, Kiunga, and from there interview West 
Papua refugees and indigenous “rebels”.  
 
“After I booked to Kiunga there were reports of Indonesian troops 
crossing the border pursuing separatist guerrillas. Those helping me 
in PNG believed it would be suicide, at that time, to visit. 
 
“Three years later Swedish journalist, Per-Ove Carlsson, was found 
in Kiunga with his throat cut after filming the people I intended to 
contact. His tapes were missing but the official PNG government 
explanation was he had committed suicide with his own pocket 
knife. Other journalists suggested Indonesian special forces or 
police arranged the killing or crossed the border to do it 
themselves.” 
 
Paul, 60, has three children plus three mokopuna from his marriage 
into the Ellison family of Ngai Tahu and Taranaki. He said Papuans 
had a keen interest in his experiences at Parliament for Mana 
News and the set-up of the New Zealand parliament, especially 
Maori seats. His visit would have been impossible, he said, without 
weeks of negotiating via relatively-secure communications 
networks with “smart indigenous human rights activists and 
journalists in the United States, Australia and West Papua”. 
 
“The Papuans had a difficult job with me. As one said in an email 
the week before I arrived, ‘Pretend as a tourist or scientist in WP 
right now is a bit tricky… I assume that the police and intelligent will 
be more aware of the present of foreigner especially when they 
walk alone or walk with some particular activists’.” 
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He could not stay in a hotel, where he may have been questioned 
by authorities, and when travelling to sensitive places it was in a 
car with darkened windows. Also he took a lead from local 
journalists and bought the smallest USB flash drives, filled them with 
interview transcripts, and hid them. 
  
Paul, who spent short periods covering the Bosnian and Gulf wars 
while working for the New Zealand Press Association (NZPA), said it 
was a new experience “not reporting from the ranks of power”. 
 
“When Buchtar Tabuni came from the bush to be interviewed, 
curtains were drawn and there was a huge degree of fear. People 
whispered. Whenever we heard a noise outside, I’d hide my short-
hand notes and everyone would go completely silent.” 
 
As well as working in the parliamentary press gallery for Mana 
Maori Media, Paul has worked for the Dominion, Evening Post, 
Nelson Mail and was once media co-ordinator for the 
parliamentary Green Party. He has edited three community 
newspapers.  
 
In recent years he has worked in Christchurch as a 
communications advisor in earthquake recovery for both the 
Canterbury Earthquake Recovery Authority (CERA) and the 
Stronger Christchurch Infrastructure Rebuild Team (SCIRT).  
 
His trip to West Papua was funded by himself. 
 
Ends. 
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[Sidebar - MFAT]  
  
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade has suggested Timika, 
which services the PT Freeport Indonesia mine, as a “priority area” 
for the next round of New Zealand police training from this 
September. 
  
A diplomatic cable, dated February 22, 2011 from Jakarta, 
reported on a visit by three New Zealand diplomats to West Papua 
in November 2010. Heavily censored with whole paragraphs 
omitted, it focused on the rapid growth of Timika – “the booming 
frontier town of more than 100,000 people that services the mine 
[Freeport] and other industries”.  
 
“Interlocutors repeatedly commented on Timika’s volatility – 
anecdotal evidence that was supported by data. According to a 
recent World Bank policy brief, 33 percent of conflict deaths in 
Papua in 2004-2008 occurred in or around Timika... The changes in 
Timika illustrate the flow-on effects of large projects on Papuan 
centres. (Comment: [in bold in original] New Zealand has delivered 
community policing training in Timika and we would regard it as a 
priority area for future CP projects.) 
 
“There are three distinctive New Zealand communities in Papua – 
in the mining sector (Freeport) the aviation industry (especially with 
Susi Air) and small number [sic] of missionary families working on 
bible translation (two families that we know of). The total number 
of New Zealanders is probably less than 60 people, with over half 
of these working for PT Freeport.” 
 
The cable and another two were released under the Official 
Information Act to New Zealand human rights activist Maire 
Leadbeater.  One, more heavily-censored, is dated December 3, 
2010 and headed “Indonesia: Papua Security and Human Rights 
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Issues”. It describes the same visit in November by embassy officials 
and says it is important “not to overstate the incidence or risk of 
conflict”.   
 
“Papua is largely peaceful [in bold in original]. There is nonetheless 
a historical legacy of serious and widespread violence (from the 
1960s and 1970s), some persistent localised conflicts, and a 
complex set of developmental, social and political challenges 
that could spark a deterioration in security – though there is no 
indication that this is imminent.” 
 
A third cable about the visit, dated January 21, 2011, is headed 
“Indonesia: Aid Monitoring Visit to Papua 18-23 November 2010”.  
 
Under a sub-heading “New Zealand Aid Footprint”, the cable says, 
“We highlighted the community policing project as a flagship in 
the province [West Papua]. This was welcomed by the heads of 
police and the military in Jayapura, by the police commander in 
Wamena and by the Governor and other political figures. One 
Wamena NGO argued that as the police were agents of ‘violence 
against Papuan children’ we should expect criticism if we 
engaged with them. We responded that we had registered a 
variety of concerns about police; our view was that it was better 
to try and find ways to improve their performance and lift 
community understanding of their role also, rather than ignore 
extant problems.”  
 
[Sidebar – Tebay] 
 
Jayapura theology professor, Dr Neles Tebay, a leading advocate 
for peace in West Papua, says New Zealand is in a key position to 
help. 
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“Generally speaking the Indonesian Government  is closer to New 
Zealand than to Australia,” he told me. “Australians are considered 
as a more arrogant                  
neighbour.  Kiwis are more 
friendly.  
 
“Any Australian is suspected to 
be supportive of the protest 
movement. That is the general 
impression. Australia gives much                                                                
more money than New Zealand 
but any assistance accepted by 
the government of Indonesia 
doesn’t lessen the suspicion that 
Indonesia has towards the 
Australian government. It doesn’t 
win the Indonesian minds and 
hearts in my opinion.”  
 
Neles said after he completed    Dr Neles Tebay    
his doctorate in Italy he made visits                         
to Australia and New Zealand between 2007 and 2009 in an 
attempt to get to know his “Pacific neighbours”.  He was driven 
from Auckland to Wellington by car, then from Wellington to 
Christchurch and from Christchurch to Gore.  
 
“I had my picture taken in front of the statue of Robbie Burns in 
Dunedin.  
 
Also, he said, the trip included “a very good discussion with the 
then Indonesian Ambassador in Wellington and I suggested 
dialogue between the Indonesians and West Papuan freedom 
fighters to settle the conflict.” 
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Some years ago, New Zealand had offered to mediate, Neles said, 
and Indonesia declined. “That doesn’t mean they will refuse any 
offer by anybody in future for the peaceful settlement of the 
conflict in Papua.” 
 
According to Neles, while the central government of Indonesia 
had voiced a commitment to improve the way it dealt with 
Papuans, the problem was with the military and police. 
 
“Papuans do not feel they are considered as human beings and 
treated as Indonesian citizens.  I also feel that general perception 
that Indonesians have towards us. The Papuans are primitive, 
uncivilised, less developed - all these things - incapable of running 
their own affairs.” 
 
Neles said one of the most effective moves for New Zealand would 
be to advocate dialogue between the Indonesian Government 
and the Free Papua Movement (OPM), which for decades had 
been fighting an unequal battle with Indonesian troops in remote 
areas; and now especially in Puncak Jaya in the central 
mountains.  
 
Current Indonesian President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono made a 
public announcement on November 9, 2011 when in office “that 
the government of Indonesia should have dialogue with Papuans 
in order to find the best solution options and steps to address the 
differences in Papua”, Neles said. 
 
“So therefore it is necessary for the government of New Zealand to 
make a public announcement that New Zealand is fully supporting 
the initiative taken by the president of Indonesia to solve problems 
through peaceful dialogue. Indonesia needs to know the idea of 
peaceful dialogue is widely supported. 
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“The United States Government has done so already - [Secretary 
of State] Hillary Clinton supported his call.  Why not New Zealand?” 
 
It was impossible to solve the conflict through police and military 
actions or the escalation of violence on both sides, he said.  
 
“In the past Indonesia had three battalions here - at Sorong, 
Jayapura and Nabire. Since 2001, they established three more 
new battalions at Merauke, Wamena and Timika, meaning a total 
of six battalions.”  
 
Ten years ago the army conducted huge operations, closing off 
districts and restricting who could leave them, he said, while 
burning villages and destroying livestock and gardens when 
people hid in the jungle. These major actions had ceased, but the 
military were more widespread, he said.   
 
Both Neles and Victor Mambor, chairperson of the Alliance of 
Independent Journalists of West Papua, cited what they said was 
a typical case where three special forces soldiers killed an 11-year-
old girl in June this year, at Tiom, in the highlands, while searching 
for the OPM. 
 
“They went into the village garden - someone was there - and 
they shot without asking,” Victor said. “It was a girl named Illinca 
Tabuni. She was shot in the upper chest and died. When you ask 
them about it or incidents like this, they never say, ‘Yes, I shot 
them’. They lie.” 
 
Police also gave money to journalists specifically not to report such 
cases, he said. “Police in West Papua, they spent lot of money for 
journalists. They have many sources for money, including Australia 
and New Zealand aid.”  
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Neles and other Church leaders I interviewed said Illinca’s killing 
was confirmed only because of reliable Church reports but, “there 
are many killings that go unreported”, Neles said. 
 
“People feel afraid of going out to get firewood – Papuans can be 
killed easily anytime anywhere, on the basis of being considered 
as a member of an indigenous movement. They are separatists 
unless it is proved otherwise.” 
  
Meanwhile, the OPM was also responsible for killings: “I think from 
January to July this year 12 Indonesian troops were killed – mostly 
in Puncak Jaya.” 
 
Effective dialogue could not happen without both the OPM and 
Indonesian Government accepting each other as serious 
negotiating partners, but other “stakeholders” should be involved 
in early talks, Neles said. He hoped for more support, especially 
from New Zealand, for his plan. 
 
“As a first step, nine stakeholders should be included. The final 
model should be influenced by all of them: 
1. Indigenous Papuans living in towns and villages. 
2. The migrant community in Papua. 
3. Local government. 
4. Central government in Jakarta. 
5. Indonesian military. 
6. Indonesian police. 
7. Armed groups including the OPM. 
8. Overseas Papuans in the OPM.  
9. Private companies, domestic and multinational, which 
are exploiting natural resources. 
“The final stakeholders should be the government in Jakarta and a 
representation of the OPM.” [Ends 
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FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION – A JOURNALIST’S PERSPECTIVE 
 
1. Practical restraints for Papuan journalists 
 
In the context of the dangers faced by most of the West Papuan 
interviewees listed above, and from a journalist’s and indeed a 
humanitarian view-point, discussing theoretical restraints on 
reporting conflict in West Papua - as a large part of this thesis does 
- is by itself defective. Many reporters who each day have to 
weigh up whether they, their colleagues or interviewees will be 
killed or tortured because of a news story, may find a discussion 
about theoretical restraints not only esoteric, but callous.  
 
The focus of local journalists is very practical and sombre – setting 
up secure meetings, finding hiding places for notes and other 
recording devices, and developing family and professional 
relationships that may offer protection as a last resort. Other than 
combatants, no-one is on the front-lines of the conflict to the 
extent they are, and it is worth exploring some of their issues in 
more detail.  
 
Practical restraints for a West Papuan journalist include: 
 
1. Withholding of official advertising.  
2. Direct pressure from the police and other authorities. 
3. Police and military infiltration. 
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4. “Fake journalism”. 
5. Fear of police and military raids on interviewees. 
6. Difficulty in collecting facts. 
7. Fear of being killed by the police or military. 
  
Perhaps the most effective way of discussing each is via the first-
hand accounts of Victor Mambor, the journalists’ representative. 
They are taken from my short-hand notes of interviews with him 
unless it is indicated otherwise:  
 
I. Withholding of official advertising 
 
“We’ve been offered three million rupiah for advertising in our 
paper if we did not write about the military kidnapping people. 
We didn’t get the money. We will not accept money from the 
Indonesian or local government. The government and military 
won’t advertise in my newspaper because it often criticises them. 
However I do get money for the newspaper from Dutch and 
German churches without any conditions at all. We are free to 
fight for our rights. ” 
 
II. Pressure from the police and other authorities 
 
“Many journalists get good money from the police and the 
government. We get money from governments too but foreign 
governments, for example our advocacy project is funded by 
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USAID from 2010 to ‘13.  Every media has one journalist who goes 
to the police office. They don’t give information to my 
[independent] journalists. When they send for the Indonesian 
journalists they leave out the Papuan journalists. It is discrimination. 
People are threatened with loss of accreditation. There is a new 
law – freedom of expression regulations. But it doesn’t apply. 
Sometimes journalists won’t get accreditation until articles are 
already written and approved. It should work the other way – 
getting accreditation first.” 
 
[From an interview on July 26, 2013 to Radio New Zealand about 
regular police raids on journalists:]165 “They just come to the office, 
take a picture and you know, it makes the journalists... in West 
Papua they have a fear of the police to write. Most of the 
newspapers in West Papua they have (been) directed by the 
government to stop publishing KNPB [National Committee for West 
Papua] activities.” 
 
III. Police and military infiltration 
 
“Someone came to our office wanted to work with us. I found out 
later that he worked for the national intelligence police. In our 
office we had two people – one was from the special forces, the 
other from the national intelligence body. They had a problem 
                                                
165 Radio NZ International, Papua journalists report police pressure on 
independence groups, July 26, 2013, 
http://www.rnzi.com/pages/news.php?op=read&id=77846 
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with the special forces one [keeping his identity secret]. They had 
a picture of him with a uniform. I invited him to discuss it with us. I 
said he could not work with us as a special forces member. So 
paid what we owed him and he left. I asked him what he told 
them – he said just what you talk about. I said we just talk about 
what we put in the newspaper. You cannot work here, I said. Now 
I am very careful.” 
 
IV. “Fake journalism” 
 
[From “Open letter from Victor Mambor, Head of the Jayapura 
Branch of the Alliance for Independent Journalists, June 28, 2012”: 
 
“Respected Colleagues and Friends, 
 
“...There is no need to feel hesitant or reluctant about placing limits 
on journalists during press conferences or activities. If it is suspected 
that someone is not a journalist, do not hesitate to remove them or 
report them to the police. There is no way to justify or defend 
journalists like this. Many journalists even have a dual job, also 
acting as informants for interested parties and are involved in the 
marginalisation of indigenous Papuans and feeding the stigma 
that they are separatists. Pay close attention to media or journalists 
who often mention the name Dani Kogoya [leader of the OPM 
militant wing] or the confiscation of Morning Star flags, bullets etc. 
(this is about journalists present at the scene of an incident, not 
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those reporting from police press conferences), or those that have 
produced features for television about young people who are 
OPM members, or journalists who are able to obtain special reports 
about the OPM or unrest in the interior connected to the OPM. 
These are the journalists and media which you should be cautious 
about. 
 
“These no-good journalists’ space to operate must be curtailed 
because aside from selling out their profession they are also 
destroying Papua and propagating the stigma of Papuans as 
separatists. Watch out for and be careful with such journalists. 
Because from my own observations, many of us are so keen to 
progress that we do not act with caution and we are not aware if 
our activities are being recorded to be later reported to certain 
parties, and will be used in constructing counter-opinions. 
 
“An attendance list is vital for activities or press conferences. It 
means that if a media outlet or journalist was not present at an 
event but then writes report on the activity or what was mentioned 
in the press conference, it can be reported as a form of deception 
or unethical activity for a journalist. Such journalistic practices 
cannot be justified, but find fertile ground amongst journalists in 
Papua.” [End of extract] 
 
V. Fear of police and military raids on interviewees 
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“The ABC made a report about the police and there were three or 
four interviews. That was in February or March this year. Police saw 
who was interviewed and one was a housewife who was not 
political or a freedom fighter – she just gave her opinion of the 
police. The reporter asked her about the police. What the police 
attitude was here. The police watched the video. She has had to 
go into hiding and the police are still looking for her.” 
 
VI. Difficulty in collecting facts. 
 
“Some people when you meet them – maybe they tell the police. 
There are many police informers. We have to be careful who we 
meet and where. Sometimes they are not freedom fighters that 
call us. I believe only a few people that call me. When the others 
call me I believe they are not real freedom fighters. 
 
“When the OPM says. ‘I’m the one responsible for the case – we 
shot the TNI...’ Tomorrow the police will say ‘not the OPM’. When 
the police say it was the OPM. OPM says it is not us. Like a game. 
 
VII. Fear of being killed by the police or military. 
 
“My journalist – they killed one of my journalists. They got rid of the 
body – that was in 2010 at Merauke. He was not Papuan. He 
made a report about the illegal logging in Keerom. I think my fault 
also. I called him and said ‘go back to your family in Merauke’. He 
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goes back to Merauke. He was found with his arms tied behind his 
back and his legs also tied together. He had been beaten. Was 
dead before he was in the river. Went from his house 2 or 3pm - 
they never knew where he went. My friend reported to the police 
he was missing after midnight. Found the motorcycle by a bridge 
near a river. They found his body in the port of Merauke. Hands 
and legs were tied. Police made a report that it was suicide. We 
tried to continue our investigation but his wife told us to stop 
because she had been intimidated by the police. ‘Don’t try to 
look for the reason’, they said.” 
 
2. “Single issue journalists” and the promise of new media 
 
When drafting my research proposal in 2010, I believed that new 
forms of social media and media websites were most likely to 
provide an answer to lifting restraints on reporting the conflict and 
giving more voice internationally for West Papuan journalists such 
as Mambor. In a draft list of research questions, I asked: “Are there 
possible ways the conflict could be better covered, for example 
via new types of media outlets and technologies?” 
 
During the research since, I have become gradually less 
convinced about the promise of new technology to the extent of 
downplaying the role of websites (see below). The big exceptions 
are the cell-phone and YouTube, and often a combination of 
both. 
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Leadbeater said 166  that in her experience when visiting West 
Papua in 2010 that young people were increasingly advertising 
protests and other political events by “sending videos around on 
their cell-phones”.  Although they were often of poor quality, 
occasionally the Western mainstream media picked up on them, 
particularly graphic images of beatings, she said.  
 
Examples on YouTube at present are: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EX5ajS4ZFbI 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZU3cDXsfirQ 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tEHEc2zSXBg 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h33BnIKY-qw 
 
The fact that most do not rate a mention in the Western 
mainstream media seems to support Lynch and McGoldrick’s167 
argument, discussed in this thesis on page 37, that West Papua is 
one of the human rights examples where news value “has been 
lost over time” and “ossified”.  The exceptions, in other words the 
few YouTube videos that occasionally cause a flurry mainstream 
media interest, depict the most brutal and startling scenes.  
 
But even then the attention quickly dies.  A good example was a 
video obtained by the Asian Human Rights Commission and 
                                                
166 Interview with Maire Leadbeater, Mt Albert, Auckland, December 3, 
2010. 
167 Lynch, Jake and McGoldrick, Annabel, Peace Journalism, Hawthorn 
Press, Stroud, 2005. 
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posted on YouTube in October 2010168, showing Indonesian soldiers 
torturing Papuan men in the mountainous Puncak Jaya area of 
eastern West Papua. While the mainstream media played an 
important role in forcing the Indonesian Government to admit the 
incident was real, there was a lack of follow-up detail, including 
the context of the torture, or any sustained effort to hold that 
government to account despite pressure from Amnesty 
International and other NGOs for on-going coverage.169  
 
The ease, reliability and low cost of cell-phones in West Papua 
were confirmed during my visit this year. The main method of 
communications with contacts was by texting and occasional 
calls, costing me $NZ50 in total for the phone and service in 
Indonesia despite constant use over a fortnight.  The phone 
worked some two hours from the city in a rural area surrounded by 
jungle.  
 
 Several of my contacts mentioned the downside of having to 
constantly replace phones whenever it was suspected police 
were intercepting communications. 170   There was a growing 
danger also of police seizing phones during protests or attacking 
anyone who was deemed to be filming. 
                                                
168 
http://www.youtube.com/verify_age?next_url=http%3A//www.youtube.com
/watch%3Fv%3DvO1jK281g7k 
169 For example: http://westpapuamedia.info/2011/01/15/amnesty-urges-
torture-charges-on-indonesia-soldiers 
 
170 For their own protection, I would rather not list them.  
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It is a subjective viewpoint based on my short visit; but few Papuan 
activists appeared to be able to afford computers. Instead they 
filed material either on You Tube at internet cafes or to overseas-
based web-sites that either supported the cause or had a record 
of running West Papuan stories. By far the most regularly updated 
and most “talked-about” as a vehicle for publicising the conflict 
was the Australian-based West Papua Media Alerts171.   
 
This website is run by Nick Chesterfield who owns a more personal 
site also - Manukoreri Net172 - that describes him as “a journalist, 
grassroots security analyst and citizen media activist and trainer”.  
His advertised services include “civil resistance trainer” and the 
website includes mission reports such as “West Papua Border 
Mission 2006, Security Assessment and Intelligence Profile”. 
 
a) Journalism or “citizen journalism”? 
 
Although Chesterfield prefers the tag “journalist”, most mainstream 
reporters would describe him as a “citizen journalist”, “single-issue 
journalist” or a “blogger”. In a website for the Centre for Journalism 
Ethics, School of Journalism and Mass Communication, Wisconsin-
Madison University, 173  Carolynne Burkholder discusses whether 
                                                
171 http://westpapuamedia.info/ 
172 http://manukoreri.net/ 
173 Burkholder, Carolynne, Citizen Journalism. Blogging, Centre for 
Journalism Ethics, September 14, 2013, 
http://www.journalismethics.info/citizen_journalism/blogging.htm 
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“citizen journalists” and/or “bloggers” were becoming a serious 
alternative to mainstream media.  
 
“A concept that many journalists would find shocking, but is 
important nonetheless, is that people may trust the commentary 
and news written by ‘Joe Average’ in the blogosphere more than 
what is written by a professional journalist.”  
 
She quoted an “annual public trust barometer”, [no reference 
given] by the Edelman global public relations firm which found 
that, after doctors, people trusted people ‘just like us’ above all 
others, way ahead of the ranking of journalists.  
 
Burkholder also quoted Clare Hart, CEO of Factiva, a media-
monitoring agency [no reference given] saying about the 
“barometer”: “It's a pretty shocking piece of research that shows 
we trust people who we feel are like ourselves and are not out to 
promote something. That is why blogs have such power. We trust 
them, and if we disagree with an opinion, we normally have the 
option of adding our say." 
  
According to Burkholder, with trust in journalists “so low”, it was not 
surprising the public was going elsewhere to get their news. This, 
she argued, put a lot of power in the hands of bloggers: 
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“If we consider blogs as a personal diary, then publishing 
unsubstantiated information is not really a problem. If we 
consider them a form of journalism, however, this 
becomes a major concern. In reality, very few bloggers 
do their own original reporting. Most rely on other news 
sources for their information and then provide 
commentary and analysis.” 
 
Chesterfield and his West Papua Media Alerts could not be 
described as “having power”, in Burkholder’s terms, as compared 
to large mainstream media outlets.  But because he has arguably 
the best sources and most up-to-date information of any media 
outside West Papua, it could be said he has “potential power”. At 
the Media, Investigative Journalism and Technology 2010 
Conference, Chesterfield told me of how he was trying to transfer 
the information he was able to gather to a much wider audience, 
for example by lobbying mainstream journalists, preparing 
brochures and backgrounders and attending such media 
conferences. He was frustrated by the mainstream media’s 
general lack of interest.  
 
Unlike other overseas attendees, Chesterfield was not asked to 
speak at the conference and with his brochures and badges may 
have been regarded as more a zealot than a journalist. I have not 
seen reports of his from West Papua Media Alerts run by the 
mainstream media during the period of the thesis, with the 
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exception of the June 14, 2012 report of the death of Mako Tabuni 
. It seems ironic that the passion and single-mindedness he invests 
in successfully collecting information could be working against him 
and his websites when trying to promote such information to the 
public through other journalists and widely-viewed mainstream 
news outlets. 
 
b) West Papua online in NZ 
 
The New Zealand on-line media outlet that most often carries 
reports on West Papua is Scoop and especially through its 
associated outlet Pacific.Scoop; an alliance with the AUT Pacific 
Media Centre in Auckland. These websites are in a different 
category to West Papua Media Alerts as they are staffed by teams 
of experienced mainstream journalists and journalism students and 
attempt to cover a wide-range of domestic and international 
news.  
 
However, similarly to West Papua Media Alerts, reports on West 
Papua are, as stated in the introduction, usually supplied by NGOs 
and activists and because they are second or third hand are 
sometimes exaggerated or incorrect. (This is not a criticism of the 
on-line media but rather the opposite. Outlets such as Scoop and 
West Papua Media Alerts choose to run stories about the conflict 
and take the risk that some will be wrong. Most mainstream media 
avoid error by taking an easier route and evading the issue.)  
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An example of the kind of exaggeration that can occur when 
obtaining news in such an indirect way was a report on 
Pacific.Scoop of June 14, 2013, headed “Buchtar Tabuni. Police 
Arrested and Beaten to a Pulp”174 . When I interviewed Tabuni 
some six weeks later he said he had suffered bruising and a cut lip. 
 
c) United States trends 
 
As could be expected, the United States is much more advanced 
in online media outlets. Similarly to Australasia, a flurry of web-
based “collaborate” or “citizen journalism” sites has grown from a 
perceived failure to cover so-called “hidden” stories and a 
concern about media links to government and corporate power. 
One of the most distinctive and successful is Spot.Us175 created by 
David Cohn, while working toward his master’s degree at 
Columbia University’s Graduate School of Journalism. Spot.Us relies 
on public donations, including on-line donations, to fund research 
of news stories with amounts of “required and gained” funding for 
individual stories advertised on the website. The Centre for Public 
Integrity www.publicintegrity.org is another such site, which claims 
to have raised $US30 million in donations176.   
 
                                                
174 Kumeser Ser, Buchtar Tabuni. Police Arrested and Beaten to a Pulp, 
June 14, 2013, http://pacific.scoop.co.nz/2013/06/buchtar-tabuni-police-
arrested-and-beaten-to-a-pulp/ 
175 http://spot.us 
176 See http://www.ojr.org/ojr/glaser/1077668140.php and 
http://www.publicintegrity.org/  
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Birnbauer visited the head offices of United States 177  internet 
media sites as part of a masters degree examining models for non-
profit investigative journalism. In a lecture to the Melbourne Press 
Club in September 2010178 he said he doubted if Australia could 
match such sites due to the huge money involved.  
 
As an example, he cited the New York-based site ProPublica179 
(led by editor in chief Paul Steiger, a former managing editor of 
the Wall Street Journal)  which is funded by former banker Herbert 
Sandler, committing $US10 million a year to the project.  
 
In terms of the goal of “hidden wars” reaching a wider audience 
however, the most successful sites in the United States are a 
disappointment.  They parallel established mainstream media in 
their overwhelming focus on United States political issues and their 
lack of coverage of the West Papuan conflict, despite their rich 
resources.180  
 
3. Practical restraints for foreign journalists 
 
Lack of interest in the conflict among many Western media, is of 
course, merely one form of restraint on coverage of the West 
Papuan conflict. Another, of course, is the difficulty in reporting on-
the-ground.  The introduction (p10) discussed Leadbeater’s 
                                                
177 http://www.propublica.org/ 
178 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3w_8mN_dnSI 
179 http://www.propublica.org/ 
180 See United States websites listed in footnotes. 
150 
 
“Media blind spot over West Papua”181  in which she said that 
“rarely do international journalists get official approval to visit West 
Papua”.  Indonesian restraints on foreign journalists are touched on 
in the attached feature and sidebar, but the most compelling and 
revealing insight into the difficulties of covering West Papuan 
political activities is perhaps that of Swiss journalist Oswald Iten182 
who, unlike me, had the courage to take photographs while 
police were present. His account of his arrest and imprisonment is 
attached in Appendix 3.  
 
It should be noted that Iten’s claim that he was used as an 
example to other foreign journalists was supported by police 
statements after his release. The Committee to Protect Journalists 
said in a statement from New York on December 14, 2000:183   
 
“Foreign journalists are required to apply for a special press visa in 
order to work in Indonesia, and this restriction has been used to 
prevent the international media from reporting on politically 
sensitive subjects, including human rights abuses...  Lt. Col. Daud 
Sihombing, the Jayapura police chief, told the Australian 
Associated Press news agency that Iten's detention was intended 
as a warning to foreign journalists reporting in Indonesia. "There is 
                                                
181 Leadbeater, Maire, Media blind spot over West Papua, Pacific 
Journalism Review 14 (1) 2008. 
182 Iten, Oswald, Prison Torture and Murder in Jayapura; Twelve Days in 
an Indonesian jail, Neue Zürcher Zeitung, December 22, 2000, 
http://wpik.org/Src/jail-rescue.html; 
183 Committee to Protect Journalists, Swiss journalist released , December 
14, 2000, New York. http://cpj.org/2000/12/swiss-journalist-released.php 
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an educational aspect to this case for anyone else who wants to 
commit the same violation in the future," he said. 
 
The question should be asked, though, is it merely “white 
journalists” who are the issue and would non-Western foreign 
journalists be better placed to cover the issue of West Papua?  
 
A rare New Zealand media self-critique on the conflict has come 
from Radio New Zealand’s International’s Walter Zweifel during a 
conference in Wellington in 2009 called Reporting War184. He said 
information from the territory arrived mostly via email and because 
verification was difficult, Radio NZ had to “err on the side of 
caution. Human rights groups, pressure groups and churches tend 
to alert us to what is happening”. Zweifel attributed a lack of 
media interest to “the absence of First World protagonists, most 
notably Anglo-Saxons”.  
 
As an aside, it may be that restraints on foreign reporters also 
includes restraints on knowledge about West Papua among 
“Anglo-Saxons”. Newspapers, television and radio stations other 
than Radio NZ rarely carry anything about the territory and 
sometimes when they do, they can appear uninformed about the 
area and make significant mistakes. An example occurred on 
                                                
184 Zweifel, Walter, Reporting War: Covering the Pacific – Radio NZ 
International and West Papua as a Case Study, Pacific Journalism Review, 
Vol 16(1), May 2010. The conference was jointly run by the Red Cross and 
Massey University’s Communication, Journalism and Marketing 
Department.  
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August 14, 2012 when Radio Live reported that 10 Western 
climbers, including five New Zealanders, had been held hostage 
by a militia group “in Papua New Guinea”185.  Some hours earlier 
Radio NZ ran the story correctly reporting the incident had 
happened near West Carstensz in West Papua186. 
 
Patrick Matbob, a lecturer in journalism at the Communications Art 
Department, Divine Word University, Papua New Guinea, is the 
joint author of a paper on his country’s coverage of the conflict.187 
It says, “At least one country in the region, Papua New Guinea, 
should have been in a better position to report on the issue of West 
Papua, mainly because of the large number of refugees living 
along and inside its borders and the cultural affiliation that bonds 
these two ends of the island.”  
 
According to its abstract, the paper “seeks to identify the reasons 
behind the decline in coverage of West Papua in the Papua New 
Guinea Press”. One of the main reasons the paper cited for this 
declining coverage was an improved relationship between Papua 
New Guinea and Indonesia and a more sophisticated “Indonesian 
PR machine” in PNG, which fed stories from West Papua and 
hosted local reporters at Port Moresby embassy functions. This “PR 
                                                
185 Lead item, Radio Live, 1pm news bulletin, August 14, 2012. This item 
was heard by the thesis author but could not be found on the Radio Live 
website www.radiolive.co.nz  
186 www.radionz.co.nz 
http://www.rnzi.com/pages/news.php?op=read&id=70224 
187 Matbob, Patrick and Papoutsaki, Evangelia, West Papuan ‘independence’ 
and the Papua New Guinea press, Pacific Journalism Review, 12 (2), 2006. 
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machine” came at a time when professional journalism standards 
in PNG were said to be declining.  
 
In an interview at the Media, Investigative Journalism & 
Technology Conference in Auckland in December 2010, Matbob 
said however that the loss of The Times of Papua New Guinea in 
1995 was perhaps the most important reason for decreasing 
coverage of West Papua from Port Moresby. “The Times was the 
newspaper that really covered West Papua and there’s been less 
reporting after it died through lack of money,” he said. Poor wages 
did not encourage investigative journalism or the employment of 
educated reporters in Papua New Guinea’s electronic and print 
media. “Journalists who get a job in the newsroom generally can’t 
get a job elsewhere.” 
 
He disagreed that PNG journalists had fewer restraints in practical 
terms on reporting the West Papuan conflict than Western media 
organisations or an inherently easier task in accessing victims and 
combatants. 
 
The PNG government was placing a growing importance on its 
relationship with Indonesia and while there was no overt 
clampdown on coverage of West Papua, for some years there 
had been discouraging moves against PNG journalists. “For 
example, I was locked up for a short time in Vanimo for chasing up 
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a refugee story in 1985,” Matbob told me.  “I believe the coverage 
of West Papua by PNG media has got worse since then.”  
 
Matbob and Papoutsaki’s 2006 paper compared the number and 
length of PNG news stories on West Papua from March-May 1984 
with the same period in 2006. The study concludes that “there has 
been a dramatic decline in the Papua New Guinea press 
coverage of West Papua over the past 20 years”. 
 
It also referred to a general clampdown by Indonesia on all 
foreign journalists covering the conflict from within West Papua.   
 
“To travel undercover is to risk arrest, which has become 
increasingly common... Many journalists have also been deterred 
by the mysterious deaths of journalists and the arrest and torture of 
human rights workers... The death of Mark Worth, a PNG-born 
Australian journalist in 2004 by unknown causes in West Papua was 
treated as suspicious as it came two days after the announcement 
by ABC television of the screening of his documentary Land of the 
Morning Star.”  
 
(Note:  There have been calls from within Australia, PNG and West 
Papua to investigate Worth’s death, although some - but not all - 
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of his colleagues now accept he may have died of pneumonia 
after a spell of poor health.)188   
  
4.  Restraints on reporting New Zealand’s role in transmigration 
 
Indonesia’s transmigration programme was cited in the 
introduction as a principal cause for escalation of the conflict. 
Ethnic Asian Indonesians in their tens of thousands have been 
transferred to homelands occupied for centuries by various 
Melanesian groups in West Papua and by the Dyaks, for example, 
in Kalimantan. The Ecologist in 1985, a few years after the 
transmigration programme started in earnest, called it “the largest 
colonisation programme in history”, “which critics claim is no more 
than a disguised invasion programme... having a disastrous effect 
on the local environments and the tribal peoples whose lands are 
being expropriated”189. 
 
In interviews I carried out in 1987,190 it was clear New Zealanders 
had a key role in the programme. ANZDEC, formerly known as 
Asian New Zealand Development Consultants, was then a 
subsidiary of the large New Zealand agricultural firm Wrightson 
NMA, itself part of the Fletcher Challenge corporation.  ANZDEC’S 
                                                
188 See for example: Gridnett, Ilya, Calls to probe Aussie death in Papua, 
Sydney Morning Herald, February 26, 2010, 
http://news.smh.com.au/breaking-news-world/calls-to-probe-aussie-death-
in-papua-20100226-p7cv.html 
189 Rich, Bruce M., Multinational Development Banks. Their role in 
destroying the global environment, The Ecologist, Vol 15, no1-2, 1985. 
190 These are not included in the thesis; in the hope they may become part of 
a feature article on transmigration. 
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Chairman Gerald Weenink provided a written statement191 in 1987 
saying ANZDEC was “supplying support services and management 
and information systems to the Indonesian Ministry of 
Transmigration and is playing a vital role in the whole 
transmigration programme”.  His chief executive Brian Hedley later 
sent me a statement192 saying, “ANZDEC is providing management 
and project monitoring services to the Ministry of Transmigration. 
They will ensure that the Indonesian government is aware of 
progress in the resettlement programme and of improved 
methods of managing the various resettlement activities.” 
 
a) An unknown relationship – diplomats and transmigration 
 
Twenty six years after these statements, New Zealand’s official role 
in the transmigration programme - whether brokering the expertise 
of New Zealand private companies or more directly by foreign aid 
- is generally unknown and this thesis has shed little extra light on it. 
An Official Information Act request made as part of the research, 
plus one of the replies from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
(MFAT), are included in Appendix 2. A large pile of papers supplied 
by the ministry since have described a non-controversial 
partnership outside the transmigration programme between the 
ministry and ANZDEC to develop small-holder cattle farming on the 
Indonesian island of Sulawesi. 
                                                
191 Bryant, Lawrie, International Public Relations Ltd, and Weenink, Gerald, 
News Feature, unpublished seven page statement in author’s possession.  
192 Hedley, Brian, ANZDEC aids transmigration, unpublished one page 
statement in author’s possession. 
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The OIA request was made near the end of this research project to 
avoid giving the ministry time to ascertain that I may be travelling 
to West Papua. I had reason to fear, as I describe in one of the 
attached sidebars, that the ministry would in turn alert the 
Indonesian Embassy. Also, the request for information deliberately 
did not mention West Papua, its former name Irian Jaya, or the 
transmigration programme - seeking to avoid the application 
being handled at a higher level and denied.  However, the 
possibility must be considered that the request has been handled 
at a higher level and deflected. 
 
The ministry has responded that it has no “monitoring or inspection 
trip reports” about large-scale transmigration programmes run by 
ANZDEC’s Ronald Van Asch and David Ives; documents sought in 
questions five and six.  
 
The transmigration programme is surely one of the largest 
agricultural projects New Zealand has been involved in; anywhere 
in the world at any time. The fact it has not been publicised in no 
way refutes that.  To accept that MFAT has no “monitoring or 
inspection trip reports” about it or has lost them is a big ask.   
 
b)  Transmigration, New Zealanders and Kalimantan  
 
In 1999, British newspaper journalist Richard Lloyd Parry visited 
Kalimantan in the midst of a civil war between the indigenous 
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Dyak people and transmigrants from Madura, east of Java. The 
Dyaks were trying to protect traditional tribal areas and drive the 
Madurese out. It is worth recording some of Lloyd Parry’s 
experiences of a conflict resulting from the transmigration 
programme. There are parallels with specific clashes between 
migrants and indigenous people in West Papua, but the Papuan 
reports have been generally second hand. Lloyd Parry’s is a 
detailed eyewitness view: 
 
“People in the villages reckoned that more than two hundred 
Madurese had been killed so far in the district of Semelantan, and 
that they were still being killed, at the rate of about thirty a day... 
Along the road, every few hundred yards, we encountered small 
groups of young Dyaks, stepping into or out of the jungle, armed 
and excited. These were the hunting parties, and the hunt was 
continuing...193 
 
“I counted up the number of heads I had seen since arriving in 
Borneo on Saturday. There had been five... It was in a village 
called Montrado that I saw the sixth and seventh heads, the 
middle-aged husband and wife, facing one another across the 
road on separate oil drums.” 
 
Ultimately, according to Lloyd Parry, the Dyaks were no match for 
the Indonesian military. “The warriors were armed with hunting 
                                                
193 Lloyd Parry, Richard, In The Time of Madness, Jonathan Cape, London, 
2005, p77. 
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rifles, home-made blunderbusses, slings and bows and arrows. The 
soldiers carried automatic assault rifles.”194 Lloyd Parry interviewed 
an Indonesian photographer just after the photographer had 
joined about 150 soldiers in 12 trucks, and witnessed a skirmish 
involving the convoy. “By the time the Dyaks had retreated, four of 
them were lying dead on the road. Not a single soldier or 
Madurese was hurt.” In the words of the photographer: “The Dyaks 
had no chance”. 
 
According to the statement 10 years earlier from Hedley, 
ANZDEC’s chief executive, one of the “various resettlement 
activities” the New Zealand firm was working on was in 
Kalimanatan. “...It involves shifting people from Java, Bali and 
other over-populated islands to the island of Kalimantan, which is 
the Indonesian half of Borneo.” 
 
Weenink in his written statement said the transmigration project in 
Kalimantan was an “innovative scheme, conceived and 
implemented by the ANZDEC team and its directors”. It was 
headed by ANZDEC’s Ronald Van Asch and had a staff of 430. 
“The main aim of the $US40 million project is to provide ‘draft 
power’ in the form of cattle to smallholders...” One pregnant heifer 
was given to each migrated family. By November 1985, 24,700 of 
these animals had been supplied, with another 90,000 ready to go 
(presumably to Kalimantan) from April 1986. 
                                                
194 Ibid, p84. 
160 
 
 
No such details have been discovered on transmigration to West 
Papua195 . Governmental and private aid agencies have often 
fudged specific destinations for agricultural and other aid using 
cryptograms196 - “Eastern Islands Smallholder Farming Systems” and 
the like. Although my OIA request was aimed at drawing out 
specific information about transmigration programmes, it failed, as 
mentioned above, and the most relevant documents were not 
provided. 
 
c) Visiting transmigration areas in West Papua 
 
Also, no “post-transmigration” eyewitness accounts from foreign 
journalists, similar to the one of Lloyd Parry’s, have been found 
covering West Papua. Instead, details of deaths and dislocation 
caused by the programme are often vague and contradictory. 
  
In West Papua, I visited the transmigration areas of Koya, southeast 
of Lake Sentani, and Arso, further southeast and about 30km from 
the Papua New Guinea border. In a sense I was some 25 years too 
late, because I understood clashes between indigenous people 
                                                
195 From MFAT papers obtained under the OIA. See also:  
http://www.anzdec.co.nz/index.php?go=menu&ID=94&ID_country%5B%5
D=9&ID_sector%5B%5D=1&xx.x=39&xx.y=12; 
 http://www.ifad.org/operations/projects/regions/PI/factsheets/id.pdf, 
http://www.jarvisconsulting.net/content_menu.asp?menu=305&idlang=en,  
196 From MFAT papers obtained under the OIA. See also:  
http://www.anzdec.co.nz/index.php?go=menu&ID=94&ID_country%5B%5
D=9&ID_sector%5B%5D=1&xx.x=39&xx.y=12; 
 http://www.ifad.org/operations/projects/regions/PI/factsheets/id.pdf, 
http://www.jarvisconsulting.net/content_menu.asp?menu=305&idlang=en,  
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and migrants had peaked in 1988.  However, I was warned by 
local journalists that the Arso area was still an area of conflict. I 
visited Arso and Koya because several Papuans suggested it may 
have been one of the first transmigration areas New Zealand was 
involved in. No evidence has been found to date to support that.   
 
There were no “warriors armed with hunting rifles”. My diary notes 
taken on the trip include: “Fish ponds... Water lilies... Coconut and 
banana palms... Papuan children in neat school uniforms... Young 
Papuan man on modern motorbike with helmet, wearing t-shirt 
saying ‘New York’”.  
 
I was travelling in a car with darkened windows, instructions not to 
get out, and was wondering if my minders were over-reacting 
some thirty years after the jungle was cleared and the area 
“pacified” for settlers. But at Arso a projectile, which flashed 
turquoise in the sun and had a white vapour trail, came from 
behind us and passed under the clouds to the left of the car on a 
low trajectory. I have been unable to obtain any explanation for it. 
As we travelled around a corner we could see a large column of 
brown smoke some kilometres away towards the border. On the 
Papua New Guinea side of the various small villages of Arso, Arso 1, 
2, etc up to 6, we passed a small military post where a platoon of 
Indonesian soldiers were standing in groups, wearing steel helmets 
and packs, and apparently reading maps or other documents.  
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It was obvious that while large-scale transmigration may have 
ended at Arso in the late 1980s, gradual expansion by Indonesian 
migrants had not. Jungle was being felled around the edges of 
the older settlements and streets laid out for Arso 7, 8 etc.  
 
The magazine Inside Indonesia reported in July 1988197 that battles 
over land in and around Arso were “stirring the deepest antipathy”: 
 
“In Arso a survey was carried out... in 1981. Local residents were 
not told what it was about. A year later one of the tribal leaders 
was given a trip to a coconut plantation in West Sumatra. When 
he returned, he obtained from the three villages an agreement to 
surrender 500 hectares for a coconut plantation... villages 
understood a 500 hectare area of land was being leased for 10 
years in return for government funding for semi-permanent housing 
and school fees for their children... By the time villagers 
approached lawyers... in 1986... it was... discovered that... the 
figure... on the signed contract turned out to be 50,000 hectares. 
Twenty four signatures appeared on the contract though only nine 
people... attended when the document was signed... one 
signature belonged to a man who had died before the date of 
the signing.”  
 
                                                
197 From Clauscen, Margaret, West Papua Update, Australia West Papua 
Association, August 1988 and November 1988 issues. 
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In July 1988 also, the group Tapol reported that Arso 4 “includes 
one large rice-growing area where 6000 Javanese now live... and 
there is a PIR [an Indonesian company] site where palm oil trees 
were planted about seven years ago.” The 500 or so indigenous 
Papuans at Arso 4 had returned from Papua New Guinea “to find 
that their villages had been destroyed... their sago stands were cut 
down... They were told to build themselves a new village...”  
 
Some of the Papuans attacked settlers with machetes, resulting in 
an Indonesian Army response, with deaths totalling between 13 
and 150 according to various contradictory reports.198 
 
This leads to an important point in the thesis: the ANZDEC papers 
from the 1980s, my research of available official documents, the 
OIA request to MFAT and the visit to West Papua all have provided 
just a few tantalising but confusing pieces in the puzzle of New 
Zealand’s transmigration involvement in West Papua. Extra 
requests under the Official Information Act might not elicit key 
additional pieces. To create a full picture, interviews are needed 
with former officials and others who were once major players; if 
such people can be found. From them specific official papers 
could be identified and then perhaps discovered. It may take a 
larger research project; for example a book.  
 
  
                                                
198 Ibid. 
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5.  Restraints on reporting police and military training 
 
The attached feature articles and sidebars mostly address New 
Zealand police training and the difficulty in obtaining on-the-
ground information about it.  Possibly an equal amount of time 
and effort was taken researching military links between Indonesia 
and Australasia including those involving special forces. As 
mentioned in Discussion about Sources, I travelled to Australia to 
interview an army officer who has trained Indonesian officers that 
were involved in both the West Papuan and East Timorese conflicts.  
It is much more difficult, however, to obtain written information 
about military ties – especially joint operations and training 
between special forces – than it is about the police. 
 
In New Zealand, the parliamentary Green Party occasionally seeks 
detail, but answers – as in the example below of June 27, 2012 – 
are sketchy and lack background or implications of such training. 
No public information appears to exist about the type of tuition 
and how it is applied ie against whom and where.   
 
“Catherine Delahunty MP to Minister of Defence: 
 
“‘Have any Kopassus officers other than Major Edwin 
Sumanta been  trained in New Zealand; if so, when did 
this training occur?’ 
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“Minister: Hon. Dr Jonathan Coleman: 
 
“’Since the resumption of engagement with the 
Indonesian Military (TNI) in 2006, the only training 
provided by the NZDF to TNI has been by way of 
professional military education on the Joint Command 
and Staff Course.  Of the six TNI officers who have 
attended the course to date, only Major Sumanta has 
been enrolled as a serving member of Kopassus.’”199 
 
Because military links between Australasia and Indonesia are 
potentially the subject of a stronger feature article than the one 
below about the police, I have decided to exclude other findings 
about military ties in this thesis in the hope of having such 
information publicised next year in a mainstream media outlet. 
 
Four versions of the police feature and sidebar were written – for 
the magazine Metro, the main Christchurch newspaper The Press, 
Mana Magazine (which features Maori and indigenous issues) and 
the Sunday Star-Times. I have worked full-time for the latter two 
publications and used that fact in my pitches to the relevant 
editors. The version below was the one sent to Mana. Personal 
approaches were made also to former colleagues I have worked 
with on both The Press and Sunday Star-Times. 
                                                
199 See http://www.parliament.nz/en-
nz/pb/business/qwa/QWA_04846_2012/4846-2012-catherine-delahunty-to-
the-minister-of-defence and https://www.greens.org.nz/speeches/catherine-
delahunty-speaks-house-about-west-papua 
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At the thesis deadline, I was still waiting to hear from the Mana 
editor and The Press, however Metro alluded to a lack of space 
over the next six months and the Sunday Star-Times turned down 
the articles with a word mentioned elsewhere in the thesis - for 
example by Prime Minister John Key – the issue was “complex”. 
  
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION FROM AN ACADEMIC PERSPECTIVE 
 
1.  Restraints and overcoming them in an international context 
 
As mentioned on page 136, theoretical analysis of restraints may 
not be at the forefront of concerns for journalists working in the 
difficult environment of West Papua, and/or seeking Western 
mainstream media outlets for their efforts. Even so, engagement 
with academia has potential to offer professional support once 
such a potential is mutually realised.  
 
This thesis has discussed parallels and incompatibilities between 
practices of scholars and journalists, but perhaps the main catalyst 
need for fruitful partnership is not an amendment of techniques, 
but attitude. Just as Chomsky, Herman, McChesney, Chalaby, van 
Ginneken, Louw and various others quoted above have presented 
the mainstream media as having resources and potential to do 
good work internationally but failing, so does the Academy fall 
short because of the same Western bias. 
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Throughout the 20th century and in the early 21st century, many 
academic commentators specialising in media studies have 
criticised the fourth estate, in essence, for becoming a hand-
maiden and protagonist for Western governments and capitalism. 
But there is university research undertaken over the same period 
that has suggested the “power elite” of which van Ginneken, 
McChesney, Louw and Cottle etc are members -.i.e. the university 
- has done the same.  
 
In Christchurch and, it seems, over most of the Western world, 
universities no longer “startle the world with revolutionary maxims” 
in Capes’ words, “inspire others to enlightenment” in Nakosteen’s, 
nor bring about a “dynamic social equilibrium” in Motwani’s.  
Political and business leaders speak often about this “time of rapid 
change”; especially when referring to communications.200 And yet 
it is difficult to name any great communicators - proposing 
fundamental shifts in societal thinking - like Darwin, Marx and 
Ghandi, appear to have risen from the ranks of universities since 
the morally-stifling times, allegedly, of Queen Victoria, although it is 
conceivable this may occur, looking back, in future generations. 
 
                                                
200 See for example: See for example: Makhlouf, Gabriel, Secretary to the 
Treasury, New Zealand’s Role in the Pacific Century, September 21, 2012, 
http://www.treasury.govt.nz/publications/media-
speeches/speeches/pacificcentury and Ollila, Jorma, Chairman, Royal Dutch 
Shell, Facing up to our global challenges in a volatile uncertain world, 
November 1, 2012, http://www.shell.com/global/aboutshell/media/speeches-
and-webcasts/2012/ollila-business-book-year-award-newyork-
01112012.html 
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Meanwhile, instead of the Academy and fourth estate combining 
to resist corporate and State pressure, to address restraints on 
synergies between the two and create a possible combined and 
more effective commentary, there appears to be a mutual 
suspicion that at times verges on mutual disgust. 
 
The criticism often appears based on fundamental 
misunderstandings about the other’s work.  For example; 
commentary by the mainstream media academics cited above 
goes further than merely describing instances of media 
inadequacy and cheerleading.  It suggests deep-seated, systemic 
self-censorship and corruption in the coverage of conflict. This 
picture is occasionally the less convincing, however, not only 
because the analytical spotlight does not shine to such an extent 
over their own institutions, but because all flaunt their anti-
corporate-media prejudices via exaggerated assertions and 
weighted language. 
 
For example, Louw says that “despite some striking similarities 
between Israeli and white South African aggression/repression, the 
Israelis were never unambiguously cast into the role of villains 
because of the strength of the US Jewish lobby and Western guilt 
about the Holocaust”. Yet many feature- articles and 
documentaries have clearly and unambiguously portrayed the 
Israelis in such a way. His suggestion that “tourist journalists” gather 
their news from spin doctors, and perhaps from the CNN channel 
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in hotel rooms, lacks credibility without back-up statistics. It also 
fails to consider the expense of flying journalists into a country, 
when the predominant motive of such an act could be to gain a 
fresh perspective.  
 
Van Ginneken in his book Understanding Global News makes 
numerous good points relevant to West Papua, such as the 
gradual loss of experienced foreign correspondents and the 
“media map” which “enormously” deflates territories close to the 
equator in coverage volume. Also, he touches on the under-
emphasis in mainstream media of the “downsides of Western 
civilisation” such as the suffering caused to indigenous people by 
the taking of raw materials. But his work is spoilt by sweeping 
statements such as “Most of the time, reporters… have very 
definite ideas about what they want to hear in advance…”201 
 
Cottle and Nolan’s paper in 2009 about media responsibility for 
hidden wars and the perceived way NGOs suffer from lack of 
support by journalists is particularly relevant to West Papua. 
However the arguments suffer again by generalisations, for 
example when using terms such as:  “the media codes and rules”, 
“a ‘media logic’ that is far removed from the ideals and aims of 
humanitarianism” and “the news media’s proclivity for scandals”. 
Although the paper makes an important point about media 
inadequacies in regard to “forgotten emergencies” and “hidden 
                                                
201 Van Ginneken, Jaap, Understanding Global News, A Critical 
Introduction, Sage Publications, London, 1998, p102. 
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wars”, Cottle and Nolan appear to greatly exaggerate the liability 
media organisations have. The perspective of NGOs is 
unquestioned and a long list of academics and aid agencies 
cited, yet there appears an absence of quotes from working 
journalists or any perspective and  inside information from the 
media organisations themselves.  
 
Chomsky, Pilger and Cottle often seem to imply the jingoistic Fox 
News model is the norm and they undervalue news organisations 
and journalists which from the Vietnam War onwards have 
developed complex structural relationships with the military and 
other government agencies during conflict. While there is much 
criticism of “embedded journalism”, this practice assures access to 
the battlefield (albeit on one side only), the most significant 
statements of Western commanders are reported as a way of 
staying “onside”, but at the same time a war can be gradually 
sabotaged, as is the case in Afghanistan and Iraq, with news 
stories of civilian deaths and futile military actions. Embedded 
journalism, if Western reporters could develop a close enough 
relationship to the Indonesian Government and military to allow it, 
could arguably decrease the number of atrocities in West Papua.  
 
Considering the need for enlightenment about hidden wars, the 
main deficiency of the above commentators is their failure to 
171 
 
suggest practicable solutions. In Understanding Global News 202 
van Ginneken provides a list of 10 “suggestions” which approach 
the urban-mythical beauty contestant’s “Let’s have world peace” 
in inadequacy: “Let us see fewer correspondents in well-covered 
places and more people in ill-covered places…” he says. “Let us 
find ways to have more media material from other cultures…” 
Perhaps it is van Ginneken’s unfamiliarity with the day-to-day 
processes of news selection or staff deployment from newsrooms 
that restrict him from specifying changes which could lead to such 
utopian ideals.     
  
It is not just overseas scholars who take an easier route of rather 
ineffectual statements instead of the difficult one of exploring 
solutions. As discussed earlier, a section was devoted to West 
Papua in the Canterbury University Press’s book Securing a 
Peaceful Pacific, comprising papers by Watson, Cozens and 
Leadbeater. The editors, Henderson and Watson, say at the 
beginning of the preface,203 “This book grew out of concerns that 
all was not well in New Zealand’s Pacific neighbourhood and that 
something needed to be done”. At the preface’s end they say, 
“This book ... will have achieved its objective... if it can help 
stimulate further discussions between a wide range of people and 
organisations....”  
 
                                                
202 P214-215. 
203 Henderson, John and Watson, Greg (Editors), Securing a Peaceful 
Pacific, Canterbury University Press, Christchurch, 2005, pxiii. 
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Of course Henderson and Watson should be commended for 
attempting to expose issues such as West Papua to a wider 
audience, but while a book is more durable than a newspaper 
page, theirs is written mainly in an academic language 
inaccessible to the general public. It seems unlikely to provoke 
“discussions between a wide range of people and organisations”. 
 
At the end of his paper 204  Cozens suggests that: “Ideas and 
scholarship of a non-polemical nature have to inform the political 
process. Programmes that can mitigate the negative aspects of 
resources are overdue. A co-ordinated strategy of regional 
assistance to build capacity and infrastructure should be devised.” 
Without any suggestion of how all this can ever happen, the 
statements are unimpressive.  
 
Unlike some academics, however, Watson, Cozens and Henderson 
appear comfortable in the media and occasionally commentate 
on international issues.205  In contrast, it could be said that van 
Ginneken, Cottle, and Louw have such an abhorrence of the 
                                                
204 Cozens, Peter, Understanding the Conflict,in Section 14, West Papua, 
p491, in Henderson, John and Watson, Greg (Eds.), Securing a Peaceful 
Pacific, Cantebury University Press, Christchurch, 2005.  
205 See for example: The Fiji Times, Academic: Use Forum to reconcile, 
October 9, 2007, 
http://www.fijitimes.com/story.aspx?ref=archive&id=72025; Radio NZ 
International,  Sanctions against Fiji unproductive, says NZ academic, April 
14, 2009, http://www.radionz.co.nz/international/pacific-
news/183080/sanctions-against-fiji-unproductive,-says-nz-academic and 
Singh, Harkanwal, The innocent broad,  June 6, 2012, 
http://www.stuff.co.nz/waikato-times/life-style/people/7077692/The-
innocent-abroad; 
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popular press, they would find it difficult to present their work to a 
wider audience. 
 
Ettema and Glasser’s book Custodians of Conscience 206   - in 
comparison to van Ginneken’s – goes a little way to provide 
practicable answers. It suggests making journalism training 
“socially engaged” with encouragement towards “morally 
meaningful forms of news”. Journalists needed “a compelling 
summons to participation in a moral universe, a summons to 
confront real injustice”.  But Ettema and Glasser neglect to say 
how journalism schools could be convinced of the merits of this. 
 
Lynch and McGoldrick promote the idea of “Peace Journalism” 
also as a practicable code for journalists covering conflict. One of 
their papers,207 What is Peace Journalism? includes rules such as: 
“9. Avoid focusing exclusively on the suffering, fears and 
grievances of only one party. This divides the parties into villains 
and victims and suggests that coercing or punishing the villains 
represents a solution. Instead treat as equally newsworthy the 
suffering, fears and grievance of all sides.”   
 
However, some of the “rules” are little more than waffle or place 
impossible expectations on any journalist sent to report conflict 
events. For example: “1. A Peace Journalist would disaggregate 
                                                
206 Ettema, James S. and Glasser, Theodore L., Custodians of Conscience, 
Columbia University Press, New York, 1998, p201. 
207 http://ics.leeds.ac.uk/papers/pmt/exhibits/1808/activate_4.pdf 
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the two parties into many smaller groups, pursuing many goals, 
opening up more creative potential for a range of outcomes” and 
“4. Try to find ways of reporting on the invisible effects. For example, 
the long-term consequences of psychological damage and 
trauma, perhaps increasing the likelihood that those affected will 
be violent in future, either against other people or, as a group, 
against other groups or other countries.”  
 
Lynch and McGoldrick do not take into account the pressures of 
reporting conflict on a day-to-day basis. It is often impossible or at 
least life-threatening to cross front-lines in order to obtain opinion 
from each side. Also the main expectation of a journalist, by the 
civilian population involved as well as by his or her bosses, is in itself 
a challenging one - to document, as truthfully as possible, straight-
forward events – eg: a missile was fired by X at Y and Z number of 
people were killed.  
 
2. The promise of research journalism 
 
The new synergy that inherently lays to rest such ill-informed and 
unproductive criticism of journalists has been tried, for example, in 
Australia, at Sydney’s University of Technology; where academic 
journalist Professor Wendy Bacon has pioneered the development, 
teaching and dissemination of investigative journalism in an 
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academic environment.  In a 2006 paper208  she said, “Previously, 
many journalists expressed the view that they felt undervalued 
within humanities or social science faculties but these days are 
now passing… honours and higher degree students can now 
include creative, professional work as part of their degree…” 
 
The University of Technology’s Australian Centre for Independent 
Journalism (ACIJ) 209  has online sites www.reportageonline.com  
and www.reportage-environ.com which contain international 
news reports especially from Australasia and the Pacific and 
appear ideal sites for investigative reporting of West Papua. ACIJ 
provides small amounts of research funding but like the American 
sites most of its in-depth articles are locally based.  
 
Research journalism has been introduced also at Edith Cowan 
University in Perth, where Senior Lecturer in Journalism Dr Kayt 
Davies describes it as: 
 
“...an academic methodology to create new 
understanding of issues of legitimate public concern. 
Journalism has an established body of information-
                                                
208 Bacon, Wendy (2006). Journalism as research? in Australian Journalism 
Review, 28(2): 
http://kauri.aut.ac.nz:8080/dspace/bitstream/123456789/32/1/Journalism_as
_research_Bacon.pdf 
209 http://www.acij.uts.edu.au/ 
176 
 
gathering techniques, a framework for enquiry and an 
industry-based code of ethics.210  
 
“Peer-reviewed academic journalism is like existing forms 
of high quality journalism, but a little different. It is a hybrid 
creature with some features borrowed from academic 
writing, while still, at its core, being hard headed, and 
fourth estate oriented.”211  
 
In 2008, the Pacific Media Centre212 of the Auckland University of 
Technology (AUT) became a member of the ACIJ and is now the 
main on-line source in New Zealand for news stories about West 
Papua, although as discussed earlier, nearly all such reports have 
been supplied by NGOs, with little pro-active investigative 
reporting on the conflict.  Coverage is improving however as the 
centre and its Pacific.Scoop spread their net of sources and 
assigns journalists to co-ordinate and correlate material on West 
Papua. This has been the case for example in the September 2013 
coverage of the “Freedom Flotilla” seaborne protest action from 
Australia to West Papua to protest human rights abuses.213  
 
From a superficial analysis - reading the website on a regular basis 
during this research - the site shows signs of gradually establishing 
                                                
210 http://ro.ecu.edu.au/research_journalism/about.html 
211 http://www.pmc.aut.ac.nz/events/media-investigative-journalism-and-
technology-conference/papers-and-proceedings 
212 http://www.pmc.aut.ac.nz 
213 http://pacific.scoop.co.nz/category/westpapua/ 
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itself as the most credible New Zealand media vehicle for regular 
and reasonably in-depth coverage on the conflict and may be a 
possible outlet for the attached features if other options fall 
through.  
 
CONCLUSION 
 
The Abstract at the beginning of this thesis said it was “as much an 
experiment in investigative reporting as it is a thesis” and was 
exploring the possibility of carrying out “research journalism” in a 
New Zealand academic environment. There is a strong argument 
to be put that the experiment has failed. I have tried to weave 
journalistic and academic styles through the thesis itself but at 
times this gives an impression of inconsistency.  
 
Meanwhile, despite several versions of a major feature article and 
sidebars being pitched for publication, none have been published 
at the time of the thesis deadline. The project has been 
unsuccessful in producing the two other features on the issue that I 
had hoped for – on transmigration and military ties. 
  
However, it may be too early for such a definite conclusion. As 
stated earlier, other outlets are being explored for the police 
training feature and there is a greater scope for having issues on 
“complex” subjects such as police training in West Papua covered 
during what is sometimes referred in newsrooms as the “silly 
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season” after Christmas. It does not necessarily mean a time for 
more lightweight, overseas-sourced and/or Hollywood-focused 
features. As an NZPA reporter in the 1990s, I was tasked with writing 
summer holiday features when in-house journalists on the various 
newspapers were on leave. Features editors around the country 
had more space set aside for “holiday reading” and demanded 
lengthy in-depth articles with a New Zealand angle.  
 
There is a chance, as well, that the issue of New Zealand training 
of Indonesian police in West Papua will become more newsworthy 
over the coming months. On August 23, 2013, Leadbeater 
received a reply to an Official Information Act request she made 
to the NZ Police, prompted by my research, seeking to find out 
whether the policing programme might be continued.  
 
Leadbeater said in an email to me214, any renewed project would 
be called “the Eastern Indonesia Community Policing Programme, 
or EICPP”.  The Police had written to her: “The exact timing is still to 
be determined, but it is likely to be early 2014, subject to final 
decisions being taken. An Activity Design Document (ADD) has 
been prepared which sets out the overall design and scope of the 
EICPP. We will provide a copy of this in due course once it has 
been finally approved here.” 
 
                                                
214 Email from Maire Leadbeater, September 3, 2013. 
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Whether or not the attached police feature is published, however, 
there is still the possibility of an investigative piece on military ties, 
as discussed in Findings and Discussion; prepared largely as the 
result of research carried out under this thesis. New Zealand’s 
involvement in transmigration, something I have been researching 
off and on since the mid-1980s, also needs much more work.  
 
The experiment is ongoing, and although this kind of joint 
academic and journalism research is innovative at the University of 
Canterbury (and may not have a future there under post-
earthquake changes) research journalism has recently been 
launched at other universities around the world, where similar 
efforts in blending methodology are underway which might 
produce better results than mine.  It is far too early to dismiss the 
experiment based on the writing techniques of one thesis, the 
failure of publication of a feature article, the extreme difficulty of 
investigating the conflict or the long-established reticence of the 
New Zealand mainstream media to cover West Papua. 
 
Finally, there is an important point to be made about the research: 
it has been a genuine academic journey. Presumptions were 
made at the beginning around the possibility of creating on-line 
websites as the answer to greatly improving coverage of West 
Papua. My initial aim was to set up such a website to channel 
West Papuan stories to Australasian media and I explored options 
of doing this via a parallel web-design course I would attend in 
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Christchurch. Indications, at the end, are that this presumption was 
unfounded. Others such as Chesterfield with West Papua Media 
Alerts and AUT with Pacific.Scoop are spending considerable effort 
and resources in doing just as I intended.  
 
The journey may have changed direction at times, but it has not 
been a disappointing one. When starting the thesis, I had a faint 
notion of trying “research journalism” but had not heard of it as a 
concept discussed or attempted by other academics or media 
practitioners. It was not until attending the 2010 investigative 
conference in Auckland, where I met three Australian exponents 
of the art – Bacon, Davies and Birnbauer – that it became a real 
and exciting prospect.  
 
Earlier in the thesis, I used (and perhaps over-used) the word 
“enlightenment”. While the media, university and public may not 
have become any more “enlightened” as a result of this exercise, I 
have. Short-term prospects for further research journalism at 
Canterbury look bleak under the current funding review. But 
elsewhere in Australasia there seems a growing movement for 
research-focussed arms of the news media to set up bases at 
universities and develop. As the Introduction said, the West 
Papuan conflict has been one of the world’s most “under-
reported” and has continued for half a century. Hopefully Papuan 
voices will be heard in future years, during a “transformation of 
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disciplines”, in Louw’s words, “whether or not practitioners resist 
change”. 
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(Emailed)       
      4 Charles Street 
      Kaiapoi 7630 
       
      Ph 021 2142665 
 
Mr John Allen 
Chief Executive  
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
 
 
Application under the Official Information Act 
 
 
Dear Mr Allen, 
 
I would be grateful for information (please see list of questions 
below) for a University of Canterbury MA thesis project on 
how New Zealand’s foreign aid has evolved in recent decades 
and the deficiencies in media coverage of this.  
 
The research is focused on this country’s forte so to speak – 
agriculture – and on Indonesia. I understand New Zealand’s 
current programme of developmental assistance for Indonesia 
constitutes its largest bilateral aid programme outside the 
Pacific. Also, I understand, our agricultural aid to Indonesia 
over recent decades may constitute the largest or one of the 
largest programmes of agricultural developmental assistance by 
New Zealand to any country. 
 
 
 
 
With kind regards, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paul Bensemann 
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• Does the Ministry have any substantial Oxfam, MFAT 
or other monitoring or inspection trip reports on the 
current three-year-long, $3.4m sustainable development 
aid project partnership for eastern Indonesia and could 
you please provide copies of these? 
 
• How much in New Zealand dollars did the New 
Zealand Government spend on the 1996-2000 
Indonesian aid project, Eastern Islands Smallholder 
Farming Systems and Livestock Development Project, 
run by the Auckland-based company ANZDEC? 
 
• Have you any substantial monitoring or inspection trip 
reports of the project and could you please provide 
copies of these? 
 
• Does the Ministry have a copy of the paper 
“Opportunities for cooperation in agricultural 
technology and resource management – ANZDEC 
Limited” presented at the Indonesia-NZ Trade 
Opportunities Seminar, Jakarta 20 February, 1992 and 
could you please provide a copy? 
 
• Does the Ministry hold any monitoring or inspection 
trip reports on the five-year-long, small-holder livestock 
project headed by ANZDEC’s agricultural economist 
Ronald Van Asch and supported by the NZ government 
which concluded at the end of 1986 and could you 
please provide copies? 
 
• Does the Ministry hold any monitoring or inspection 
trip reports on the New Zealand Government and 
ANZDEC efforts in assisting the World Bank-funded 
agricultural development project for smallholder 
farmers shifting to eastern Indonesia, which I 
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understand took place mostly in the 1980s under the 
leadership of ANZDEC’s David Ives? Could you please 
provide copies of these? 
 
• Would the Ministry be able to provide any other 
readily-available monitoring reports about similar 
agricultural development projects in Indonesia over the 
past few decades which it considers may provide useful 
information along the lines of the above questions?  
 
 
 
 







